Pack of cigs costs ™~* 
N.H. man $23 quadrillion, 
plus overdraft charge 
Page 13 












Volume 68, No. 91 ©SS 2009 J 


168 killed as 
passenger plane 
crashes after 
takeoff in Iran 
Page 9 





ina 
On the spot 


sotomayor is 
reticent on 
abortion question 
Page 7 


Victor 
Martinez 


Le . 
= i, | : i ti i 
_ SI 7 4 5 
os =a ‘ Ul 
“os 7 - Z ¥ 
7 q 7 2 " | ; hy 
7 & | La’ 
Y = z - SF » 7 
r =, ' 5 ee 1 
| "” y = 2. a 5 


AL extends record All-Star streak"E 


STRIPES. 


Valles Dee 
Vie Wee 


wRyan 
son elae| 







ack page 


CEL VOIR ee 
HOD some ceaTrOowey 


StI PeS.com 


a 


| 


Simon Dawson/AP 


50¢ 


Friends of fallen British soldier Jimmy Backhouse react Tuesday as hearses carry the bodies of eight troops who were killed 
during a 24-hour period last week, the deadliest for the British since the invasion of Afghanistan in 2001. Mourners lined 
the street Tuesday in Wootton Bassett, England. Fifteen British soldiers have been killed this month in Afghanistan. 


A call for more from Britain 


Atter deadly week, U.K. army chief wants greater force in Atghanistan 





By Davip STRINGER 
The Associated Press 





Transformed 


LONDON — Britain’s army chief said Wednesday that more 
troops are needed in Afghanistan’s volatile southern province 
of Helmand as soldiers pursue a bloody campaign to uproot 
Taliban fighters before next month’s elections there. 

Gen. Richard Dannatt said more soldiers were needed to 
hold territory won in intense combat. 

About 4,000 U.S. Marines began operations in Helmand this 
month, seeking to prevent the Taliban from disrupting the 
country’s Aug. 20 presidential ballot. 


Iconic Camaro 

makes eagerly 

awaited return 
Shifting Gears, Page 11 


Some 9,000 British troops are in Helmand, but the deaths of 
15 soldiers this month — including eight in a 24-hour period 
— have prompted debate in Britain over whether the conflict 
is winnable. 

“We can have effect where we have boots on the ground,” 
Dannatt told BBC radio from Sangin, in Helmand. “I don’t 
mind whether the feet in those boots are British, American or 
Afghan, but we need more.” 

Dannatt, 58, is due to retire next month. 

British Prime Minister Gordon Brown said Afghanistan 
should contribute more troops to support the British. 


SEE BRITAIN ON PAGE 2 
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“I don’t look at James as a 
victim of anything. He knew 
what he was getting into.” 


— Gordon Treber, father of Sgt. 
James Treber, who is being 
posthumously awarded a Soldier’s 
Medal for helping save a comrade 
in a truck accident in Atghanistan 
that claimed Treber’s life 


See story on Page 3 
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Army suspends re-enlistment options 


By MArK PATTON 
Stars and Stripes 


WIESBADEN, Germany — In 
response to a successful recruit- 
ing and retention year, the Army 
is limiting re-enlistment options 
for the rest of fiscal 2009. 

In a policy message updated 
last month, the Army said it would 
restrict soldiers to a two-year re- 
enlistment option through Sept. 
30. The service also will suspend 
re-enlistment bonuses through 
the rest of the fiscal year, since 
most bonuses require a three- 
year enlistment. If soldiers must 
re-enlist prior to the new fiscal 
year they can re-enlist for two- 


years now and then look again at 
their options once the new fiscal 
year begins. 

All the options should be back 
into effect in October when the 
Army readjusts its budget and 
retention mission for the new fis- 
cal year, according to Staff Sgt. 
James Pashia, the 1st Armored 
Division senior career counselor. 

“We’re way over the mission 
for this fiscal year,” said Pashia. 
“They try to slow everything 
down because we’re congressio- 
nally capped as far as personnel 
at 547,000 people and we try not 
to exceed that cap.” 

Exceptions to the temporary 
policy do exist. Soldiers scheduled 


to return from overseas deploy- 
ments prior to the end of October 
are entitled to all re-enlistment 
options. And soldiers who are in 
overmanned career fields may 
re-enlist for three or more years 
in order to be trained for a new 
job, according to the policy. 

The 1st AD met its retention 
goal before the temporary policy 
was published, Pashia said. He 
attributes the high rate of re-en- 
listments in his division to the 
economic situation in the States 
and the increase in educational 
benefits, including the upcoming 
Post-9/11 GI Bill. 

U.S. Army Europe has also en- 
joyed high retention rates, with 





more than 5,200 soldiers re-en- 
listing this fiscal year, according 
to Sgt. Maj. David G. Best, USAR- 
EUR retention sergeant major. 

The Navy and Marine Corps 
also have recently revised their 
re-enlistment policies due to high 
retention rates. 

The Navy is suspending its Se- 
lective Reenlistment Bonus pro- 
gram for the remainder of the 
fiscal year and hundreds of jobs 
in the Marine Corps have been 
cut from the fiscal year 2010 se- 
lective re-enlistment bonus list. 





E-mail Mark Patton at: 
pattonm@estripes.osd.mil 


Soldiers salute 
as hearses 
carrying the 
bodies of eight 
British sol- 
diers killed in 
Afghanistan 
pass mourners 
lining the street 
on Tuesday in 
Wootton Bassett, 
England. 
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Britain: Brown calls for more Aighan troops 


BRITAIN, FROM PAGE 1 


“What we want on the ground is additional 
Afghan national forces, and that is what I 
have been talking to President (Hamid) Kar- 
zai about,” he told reporters Wednesday. 

Britain and the United States have urged 
their NATO allies to play a larger role in com- 
bat operations in Afghanistan. 

Critics have accused Brown’s government 


This newspaper is authorized by the Department of Defense for members of the military services overseas. However, the con- 
tents of Stars and Stripes are unofficial, and are not to be considered as the official views of, or endorsed by, the U.S. government. 
As aDOD newspaper, Stars and Stripes may be distributed through official channels and use appropriated funds for distribution to 


remote locations where overseas DOD personnel are located. 


of failing to provide soldiers with adequate 
vehicles and aircraft, requiring more jour- 
neys by land that leave troops vulnerable to 
roadside bomb attacks. 

Dannatt said efforts to provide extra heli- 
copters and armored vehicles had been too 
slow. 

But Brown said the troops “have the re- 
sources and equipment they need,” and that 
eight Chinook helicopters and an unspecified 


number of Merlin helicopters would soon ar- 
rive in Afghanistan. 

He also said the government had com- 
mitted 6 billion pounds ($10 billion) to the 
military helicopter program over the next 
decade. 

Britain’s defense ministry would not dis- 
close the total number of aircraft available 
for British troops in Afghanistan on security 
grounds. 


The appearance of advertising in this publication does not constitute endorsement by the Department of Defense or Stars and 
Stripes of the products or services advertised. 
Products or services advertised shall be made available for purchase, use or patronage without regard to race, color, religion, sex, 


national origin, age, marital status, physical handicap, political affiliation or any other nonmerit factor of the purchaser, user or patron. 
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Cracks in two F/A-18s lead to inspection 


By KEVIN BARON 
Stars and Stripes 


ARLINGTON, Va. — Navy maintenance 
crews found cracks in two Navy F/A-18 
Hornet jet aircraft last week, and on Friday 
the Navy ordered quick inspections of near- 
ly its entire fleet, according to a Pentagon 
spokesman. 

Navy officials said the cracks could affect 
control of the aircraft and called them “a 
safety-in-flight risk,” Lt. Clay Doss said. 

The aircraft models affected were or- 
dered to undergo maintenance within 25 


Special Forces sergeant 
awarded Soldier’s Medal 
posthumously for heroism 


By KEvIN MAURER 
The Associated Press 


WILMINGTON, N.C. — In the final minutes of Sgt. 
James Treber’s life, frigid water filling his armored 
truck, the 24-year-old freed a pinned comrade and 
shoved the man into the small air pocket he’d been using 


to breathe. 


Treber didn’t make it out of the canal in Afghanistan 
alive, but he saved another Special Forces soldier. On 
Wednesday, his family is to be presented with a Soldier’s 
Medal — an award for heroism not involving combat. 

“Tt is an honor. I am proud of him for it,” his father, 
Gordon Treber of Astoria, Ore., said this week. “It is nice 
that he is being recognized for it officially.” 

About 130 Soldier’s Medals have been awarded since 
late 2001, according to military records. Treber’s father, 
stepmother and wife plan to attend the ceremony at Fort 


Bragg. 


For Sgt. lst Class Joseph A. Serna, that day in 2008 


remains a painful memory. 


Their truck had toppled from a narrow dirt road in 
Kandahar province and rolled upside down. In a state- 
ment made after the accident, Serna described struggling 
to get his seat belt unfastened, but ammunition cans kept 


him trapped in the compartment. 


“T felt ahand come down and unfasten my seat belt and 
release my body armor. Sgt. Treber picked me up and 
moved me to a small pocket of air,” Serna said. “He knew 
there was not enough room for both of us to breathe so he 
went under water to find another pocket of air.” 


Treber died shortly after. 


Serna declined to talk about the rollover because it is 
still too traumatic; he said in an e-mail that he relives it 


every day. 


“T am truly thankful of James actions that day, and I 
am very pleased to see him rewarded for such an act,” 
Serna Said in an e-mail. “Because of James’ actions that 
night, he will always be a hero to my regiment, my fam- 


ily and I.” 


James Treber was born in Hawaii and grew up in San 


Diego, Calif. 


The elder Treber said his son had a reputation for being 


able to do anything physical. 


He remembers his son shrugging off scrapes and 
bruises from skateboarding and mountain biking and 
in elementary school jumping from a 6-foot fence to a 


jungle gym. 


“When he wanted a bicycle, it had to be a stunt bike,” 


Gordon Treber said. 


James Treber leaned toward the military early. He 
joined junior ROTC in high school and enrolled in a mer- 
chant marine apprentice program. Even before Treber 
graduated, his father said he was swayed by an Army 


Special Forces pitch. 


He eventually found his way to the Special Forces, join- 
ing in 2005. After completing almost a year of training, 
he was assigned to the 1st Battalion, 7th Special Forces 


Group, at Fort Bragg. 


Gordon Treber said that when he found out how his son 


died, he wasn’t surprised. 


“The bootstraps (where the 
cracks were found) are part 
of the bones of the aircratt.”” 


Lt. Clay Doss 
Pentagon spokesman 


flight hours, but Naval Air Systems Com- 
mand in Patuxent River, Md., did not 
ground the planes. 

The cracks appeared on the “horizontal 
stabilator actuator support fittings,” known 


“He wasn’t one to submit. I am sure he was fighting to 


the last,” Treber said. 


“T don’t look at James as a victim of anything. He knew 
what he was getting into. He was well aware of the dan- 


gers, but he took that challenge.” 


The littoral combat ship Independence is shown under way in the Gulf of Mexico 
during builder’s trials Monday. Builder’s trials are the first opportunity for the 
shipbuilder and the U.S. Navy to operate the ship under way, and provide an op- 


as the “bootstraps.” 

“The bootstraps are part of the bones of 
the aircraft,” Doss said. 

They’re located just forward from where 
the horizontal tail wing — which steers the 
planes — is attached to the airframe. 

A fastener was missing on three aircraft, 
including the two with cracks, which the 
Navy believes may have caused excessive 
stress to the component. 

“It’s probably an engineering defect. 
That’s what preliminary analysis is indicat- 
ing,” Doss said. 

The Navy bills Hornets as the key strike 


Test-driving Independence 





Dennis Grices, U.S. Navy/AP 


portunity to test and correct issues before acceptance trials. 


fighter used in Afghanistan and Iraq, able 
to fly three times as many hours as other 
Navy tactical aircraft with half the mainte- 
nance time. 

Hornets perform a variety of roles, from 
fighter escorts to reconnaissance to close- 
air support. 

The cracks were detected as engineers 
performed scheduled high-flight hour in- 
spections of older models, part of the Ser- 
vice Life Extension Program. The order 
applies to 622 F/A-18s. 


E-mail Kevin Baron at: 
baronk@stripes.osd.mil 





U.S., Georgian crews 
train on USS Stout 


ABOARD THE USS STOUT 
— U.S. sailors and Georgian coast 
guard crews have held training 
exercises aboard an American 
warship visiting Georgia in a 
show of U.S. support. 

The guided missile destroyer 
USS Stout is the sixth American 
warship to call at Georgia’s Black 
Sea ports since the nation’s war 
against giant neighbor Russia 
last August. 

The visit comes amid persis- 
tent tension between the U.S. 
and Russia over the conflict and 
over Georgia’s future. Russia 
stepped up its military presence 
in two separatist provinces in 
Georgia and recognized them as 
independent states after the war. 
Georgia’s small naval force was 
devastated in the fighting. 


Amendment aimed 
at curbing suicides 


CONCORD, N.H. — New 
Hampshire Sen. Jeanne Shaheen 
has introduced an amendment 
that will ensure suicide preven- 
tion training and counseling is 
included in a nationwide program 
for National Guardsmen, Reserv- 
ists and their families. 

The amendment is based on a 
successful New Hampshire pilot 
program that identified the need 
for expanding suicide preven- 
tion services. The pilot program 
provides training to members of 
the National Guard and Reserv- 
ists and their families so they can 
better identify at-risk peers and 
receive counseling to cope with a 
suicide in their community. 

Suicide is becoming increas- 
ingly pervasive among members 
of the armed forces, with the 
number of battlefield suicides in 
early 2009 exceeding the num- 
ber of combat deaths for the first 
time in history. 


WWII vet receives 
belated Bronze Star 


WHITE PLAINS, N-Y. — It 
took more than six decades — 
but a World War II veteran has 
finally received his Bronze Star 
for bravery. 

Armando “Chick” Galella re- 
ceived the nation’s fourth-highest 
combat award in a ceremony at 
Rep. Nita Lowey’s office in White 
Plains. Galella survived the Dec. 
7, 1941, Japanese attack on Pearl 
Harbor. Before his discharge from 
the Army in 1945, he foughtin some 
of the war’s bloodiest battles. 





From The Associated Press 
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Yen squeezes troops spending power 


By ERIK SLAVIN 
AND HANA KusuUMOTO 
Stars and Stripes 


TOKYO — It costs a U.S. servicemem- 
ber more to live in Japan now than it did 
in June. 

The Japanese yen has surged 6 percent 
against the dollar since last month, with 
much of the gain coming in the past two 
weeks. 

The next few days may determine 
whether the yen’s strength continues in the 
short-term, economists say. 

This week, hundreds of U.S. companies 
began releasing earnings reports that 
will give global investors a better idea of 
whether the U.S. economy is recovering. 

If earnings are better than expected 


“STARS AND STRIPES® 


— like those of Goldman Sachs, which re- 
ported a record $3.4 billion second quarter 
profit on Tuesday — that could send the 
U.S. stock market up, and the Japanese 
stock market may follow. 

That in turn means a stronger dollar 
versus the yen, said Takeshi Makita, se- 
nior economist at the Japan Research 
Institute. 

“The recent trend has been that inves- 
tors take risks when the economy is good, 
which weakens yen,” Makita said. “But if 
the state of the economy is poor, people 
don’t invest or take risks, and this strength- 
ens yen.” 

If corporate earnings don’t spur eco- 
nomic optimism in Japan, it’s possible that 
the yen could strengthen further, meaning 
more costly goods, but also a high cost-of- 


living adjustment for servicemembers. 

However, the Japanese government 
doesn’t want a stronger yen, since it means 
goods like cars and electronics cost more 
in dollars for Western consumers. 

The Bank of Japan could opt to intervene 
by selling yen for dollars, as it did in 2004. 
Selling billions of yen on the currency mar- 
kets could rapidly devalue the currency. 

However, interventions are not foolproof 
and might require coordination with other 
countries, said Yuji Kameoka, an econo- 
mist at Daiwa Securities, a major Japanese 
investment firm. 

Yen levels would probably have to 
strengthen beyond January’s levels of 
about 87 yen to the dollar before the gov- 
ernment would consider the move. 

“Basically, there won’t be any interven- 


Friday, July 17, 2009 





tion for a while,” Kameoka said. 

Kameoka believes the yen will remain in 
the lower 90s as investors determine how 
long it will take for stock markets to mount 
a sustained rally. 

Makita foresees a see-sawing yen rate 
until economic data can point the economy 
in a clear direction. He believes the worst 
has already passed. 

There are a few signs — though they 
are not overwhelming — that support his 
belief. For instance, the Japanese govern- 
ment recently released data that showed 
rises in both Japanese consumer confi- 
dence and industrial output. 





E-mail Erik Slavin at: slavine@pstripes.osd.mil 
E-mail Hana Kusumoto at: 
kusumotoh@pstripes.osd.mil 


Three U.S. POWs 
added to roster of 
Hiroshima deaths 


By CHIYOMI SUMIDA 
Stars and Stripes 


The names of three American 
World War II POWs will be added 
to the official list of persons who 
died after Hiroshima was lev- 
eled by an atomic bomb on Aug. 
6, 1945. 

The three are Ensign John J. 
Hantschel, 23, of Wisconsin, a 
fighter pilot assigned to the USS 
Randolph; Army Sgt. Ralph J. 
Neal, 23, of Kentucky, a gunner 
aboard a B-24 Liberator named 
Lonesome Lady; and Army Set. 
Buford J. Ellison, 22, of Texas, an 
engineer on the Lonesome Lady. 

Their names officially com- 
plete the list of the 12 Americans 
who died in the blast. 

Shot down during bombing 
runs over Hiroshima, they were 
being held in Chugoku Mili- 
tary Police Headquarters, about 
1,300 feet from the epicenter of 
the blast from the bomb dropped 
by the Enola Gay. 

Their inclusion on the list of the 
140,000 people believed to have 
died is the work of Shigeaki Mori, 
72, a Hiroshima historian and 
atomic bomb survivor who spent 
three decades locating the fami- 
lies of the fallen Americans so 
they could officially request the 
names be added to the list. 

Their photographs have been 
added to those on display in the 
Hall of Remembrance at the Hi- 
roshima National Peace Memo- 
rial Hall for the Atomic Bomb 
Victims. 

“These Americans’ experi- 
enced unimaginable suffering, 
just like the Japanese people,” 
Mori said. 

“Remembering each and every 
victim is important not only for 
them and their families but for 
all human beings.” 





E-mail Chiyomi Sumida at: 
sumidac@pstripes.osd.mil 


Ensign John J. Hantschel 











Army Set. Buford J. Ellison 


Photos courtesy of Shigeaki Mori 





The Defense 
Commissary 
Agency facility at 
Misawa Air Base, 
Japan, will un- 
dergo a significant 
face-lift starting 
Sunday night. 
The $400,000 
project will bring 
new shelves, an 
additional food 
aisle and about 
350 new 
products into the 
inventory. 


T.D. Frack 
Stars and Stripes 


Misawa commissary to be updated 


By T.D. FLAck 


Stars and Stripes 


MISAWA AIR BASE, Japan 
— Misawa’s commissary will 
undergo a $400,000 face-lift 
beginning this weekend that will 
add new shelves, another food 
aisle and about 350 new products 
to the inventory. 

It’s the biggest thing to hit the 
commissary since it was reno- 
vated about 20 years ago, said 
Defense Commissary Agency 
store director Gregory McGruder. 
He explained that grocery stores 
can go 30 to 40 years with the 
same shelving systems. 

Each existing aisle will be nar- 


Tokyo toy show runs through Sunday 
TOKYO — The annual Tokyo International Toy 


rowed by a foot to make room for 
a ninth aisle, he said. 

McGruder said he specifically 
asked for shorter shelves because 
of the demographics of the 
Misawa community. With many 
customers of Asian descent, he 
explained, standard U.S. shelves 
were too high. 

McGruder said that because 
of Misawa’s remote location, the 
goal is “to give the customers 
more of what they want.” 

“We’re not in Tokyo,” he said, 
where residents can travel be- 
tween Yokota Air Base, Camp 
Zama and Yokosuka Naval Base 
if they’re looking for variety. 

He said the top customer re- 


Show is under way until Sunday at Tokyo Big Sight 


convention center. 


While the show is open Friday to businesses and 
individuals in the toy industry, the general public 
is invited from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday and 9 a.m. 


to 4 p.m. Sunday. 


Organizers said the show will showcase about 
36,000 toys, including board games, video games 
and educational toys, as well as stationery, cloth- 


ing and furniture for children. 


More than 130 companies from around the 
world participate in the event. Admission is free, 
and organizers expect more than 160,000 visitors. 

For more information, check the show’s Web site 


quest has been for gluten-free 
products. A close second are 
more Asian food selections, in- 
cluding Philippine foods. 

The commissary will close as 
usual at 5 p.m. Sunday, when the 
work will begin. 

The project will run 24 hours a 
day through Wednesday, when the 
grand opening will be held at 8:30 
a.m. McGruder promised plenty 
of entertainment and prize give- 
aways — including food, a televi- 
sion and a stereo — during the 
ceremony. 





E-mail T.D. Flack at: 
flackt@pstripes.osd.mil 


at http://www.toys.orjp/toyshow/english/index.html. 


Yokota driving range closed 


YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan — The Yokota Air 


Base driving range is closed indefinitely for re- 
pairs, officials said. 
Workers recently took down the nets after deter- 


mining the poles that supported them could bend 


or break due to deterioration. 
A time line for the repairs has not been deter- 
mined, and the project likely will cost several 


million dollars, Col. Rafael D.L. Quezada, 347th 


e-mail. 


Mission Support Group commander, said in an 


The golf course remains open. 





From staff reports 
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Bombing kills six in 
attack on Iraq forces 


By SAMEER N. YACOUB 
The Associated Press 


BAGHDAD — A suicide bomb- 
er on Wednesday killed six peo- 
ple, including an Iraqi policeman, 
in an attack on security forces in 


tended the funeral of the two traf- 
fic policemen who were killed in 
eastern Baghdad. Fellow traffic 
police motorcyclists led the fu- 
neral procession, which included 
the slain officers’ wooden caskets 
wrapped in Iraqi flags. 


a former insur- bb The officers, 
gent stronghold We ask the Jassim Shuwaili, 
in Iraq’s western 24, and Hussein 
Anbar province, gover nmment to Qassim, 19, were 
police said. . chasing two gun- 

The bombing tmyplementthe ion im a speed. 
occurred a few : ing car after they 
hours before a fu- ultimate the refused to stop 
neral march was } at a checkpoint 
held in the Iraqi oS enalty gue ihe near Baghdad’s 
capital to moun cramindls...the fortified Green 
two traffic police- Zone, according 
men who were martyr was to Maj. Gen. Zu- 
killed in a battle ° ° hair Ebada, head 
with gunmen SETOUNG his ae? of traffic police 
Tuesday. operations in 

Wednesday’s and p Aue le. Baghdad’s__ east 
attack in the Rafid Abdul-Hussein side. One of the 
western city of — Brother-in-law of slain Iraqi officer SUNmen, who 


Ramadi was car- 

ried out by a sui- 

cide bomber driving a minibus 
who struck a checkpoint of Iraqi 
soldiers and police, killing a po- 
liceman and five civilians, local 
police officer said. Earlier re- 
ports said six policemen were 
among the dead. 

The attack injured an addition- 
al 19 people, including five police, 
said the officer in Ramadi, which 
is some 70 miles west of Baghdad. 
The officer spoke on condition of 
anonymity because he was not 
authorized to talk to the media. 

Anbar used to be a stronghold 
of the Sunni insurgency but has 
been relatively quiet in recent 
months, partly because Sunni 
tribal leaders joined up with U.S.- 
led forces to fight extremists. 

In Baghdad, dozens of mourn- 
ers, including senior officials 
from the Interior Ministry, at- 





was later arrest- 

ed, opened fire 
and killed the two motorcycle 
policemen. 

Qassim, who joined traffic po- 
lice six months ago, is survived 
by a wife and nearly 2-year old 
baby. Shuwaili, who had three 
years of service on the force, was 
single. 

“We ask the government to im- 
plement the ultimate the penalty 
against the criminals ... The mar- 
tyr was serving his country and 
people,” said Shuwaili’s brother- 
in-law, Rafid Abdul-Hussein. 

Separately, one person was 
killed and nine others were 
wounded when a bomb exploded 
near an Internet cafe late Tues- 
day night in south Baghdad. The 
explosion in a Shiite enclave in 
the mainly Sunni neighborhood 
of Dora damaged the cafe and a 
nearby shop. 


KHALID MoHAMMED/AP 


A man grieves as he clutches the coffin of his brother, slain Iraqi 
traffic policeman Hussein Qassim, 19, in Baghdad on Wednesday. 
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Iraqi policemen stand guard outside the Seventh-day Adventist Church in Baghdad on Wednesday fol- 
lowing attacks on several churches. Iraqi authorities have increased security around churches in Bagh- 
dad after attacks that targeted the Christian minority. 


As U.S. troops pull back, 
lragis are going it alone 


By MIKE THARP 
McClatchy Newspapers 


BAGHDAD — Two weeks after 
U.S. combat troops withdrew 
from Iraq’s major cities, amid 
sporadic outbreaks of violence 
countrywide, Iraqi authorities 
aren’t asking American forces 
for help. Although U.S. troops 
are “just a radio call away,” in 
Baghdad and five other major 
urban areas, it appears the Iraq- 
is haven’t asked. 

In Baghdad, the Iraqis also 
won't allow U.S. forces on the 
street, except for supply convoys. 

The failure to trigger the “On- 
star option” suggests that the gov- 
ernment of Iraq and its military 
think they can deal with the car 
bombings, homemade bombs and 
attacks with silencer-equipped 
handguns that have plagued parts 
of the country in recent days. 

As the June 30 deadline ap- 
proached for withdrawing troops 
from major cities, U.S. military 
officials told their Iraqi army and 
national police allies that they 
were “just a radio call away” in 
case they needed American mili- 
tary muscle. 

So far, however, it isn’t clear 
whether there’s been a call. Mc- 
Clatchy Newspapers _ special 
correspondents in Najaf, Basra, 
Anbar, Diyala and Mosul report 
that Iraqi forces have made no 
requests for U.S. combat help. 

American officers have been 
surprised to learn that “out of the 
cities” meant just that. 

“The Iraqis have been hell-bent 
on taking control of all security 
operations in the city and com- 
pletely excluding the Americans, 


Obama, al-Maliki 
to meet next week 


The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — 


President Barack 


Obama will meet at the White House next 
week with Iraqi Prime Minister Nouri 


al-Maliki. 


A statement announcing next Wednesday’s 
visit says the countries are “close partners” 
in building a sovereign, stable and self-reli- 


ant Iraq. 


Iraqi forces recently assumed responsi- 
bility for security in major cities after U.S. 
combat troops withdrew from towns and cit- 
ies on June 30. The withdrawal was negoti- 
ated under a security pact between the two 
countries that took effect Jan. 1. 

Some 130,000 U.S. troops remain in Iraq, 
but they now have a lower profile. 

All American forces are to leave the coun- 


al-Maliki 





to the point of completely refus- 
ing to permit U.S. patrols of any 
kind into the city except logis- 
tics convoys,” one U.S. officer in 
Baghdad said. The officer spoke 
on the condition of anonymity be- 
cause he isn’t authorized to talk to 
journalists. 

Another American _ soldier 
who works closely with the Iraqi 
National Police, who requested 
anonymity for similar reasons, 
added: “Business is pretty much 
as usual. Our guys don’t ask for 
help on the ground very often, 
and not at all since the 30th. We 
give them the usual help, and 
they mention several times how 
pleased they are that we are still 


try by Dec. 31, 2011. 


here with them.” 

The “usual help” includes more 
in-depth intelligence sharing, 
coordinating |§ communications 
among Iraqi units and pervasive 
surveillance from the air. 

The go-it-alone stance of Iraqi 
security forces comes at a time 
of scattered but lethal outbreaks 
of violence over the last week or 
so. Mosul, Iraq’s second-largest 
city, has been hardest hit by car 
bombs, suicide bombers and as- 
sassinations of police officers. 
Dozens of people have been killed 
and hundreds wounded. 

Over several days, insurgents 
have targeted Christians in Bagh- 
dad and Mosul. 
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U.S. shifts to advisory role in Iraq deployment 


By KEVIN BARON 
Stars and Stripes 


ARLINGTON, Va. — The Pentagon 
has designated four new “advisory and 
assistance brigades” among 11 units rep- 
resenting 30,000 troops that will begin de- 
ploying to Iraq in the fall, the next step in 
the phased U.S. military withdrawal from 
a nation trying to transition from war to 
stability. 

The announcement of new Iraq deploy- 
ments, made Tuesday, comes just two 
weeks after the U.S. pulled most of its com- 
bat troops out of the country’s urban areas 
under the terms of a security agreement 
with the Iraqi government. It represents 
the continuing transition for American 
forces from combat to advisory and train- 
ing roles. 

The new brigades will retain some com- 
bat capabilities, but their designation as 
advisers rather than as a brigade combat 
team will allow them to move freely within 
Iraq’s cities to work with Iraqi security 
forces, according to Pentagon spokesman 
Bryan Whitman. 

The troop movements represent rota- 
tions with existing forces coming out of the 
war zones, so overall troop totals will not 
change, Whitman said. The number of U.S. 
troops in Iraq should remain at roughly 
128,000 through elections planned there 


for the end of the year. 

“Then, Iraq will see the gradual draw 
down toward August 2010, and a total of 
30,000 to 50,000 [remaining U.S. troops],” 
Whitman said, referring to the deadline to 
remove all combat-designated troops from 
the country. 

Some of these inbound units, he said, 
thus represent the first of the last U.S. 
troops expected to remain in Iraq past the 
August 2010 deadline. 

After that point, the U.S. expects to 
keep “about six” advisory and assistance 
brigades, or AABs, in the country until 
the end of 2011, when all U.S. forces must 
be out of Iraq according to the security 
agreement. 

The precise composition of each new 
AAB will vary, but Whitman told report- 
ers that he expects they will have more 
field-grade officers and fewer squad com- 
manders than a traditional brigade combat 
team, or BCT. Additionally, each new ad- 
visory brigade will include fewer combat 
fighters and more servicemembers with 
functional roles “such as engineers, mili- 
tary policy, civilian affairs [and] transpor- 
tation,’ Whitman said. 

“The mission of these units will be to 
train and mentor Iraqi security forces, 
conduct coordinated counterterrorism 
missions and protect ongoing civilian and 
military efforts in Iraq,” he said. 


Personnel learned of their deployment 
orders late last week. 

Additionally, two units totaling 7,500 
troops will rotate into Afghanistan next 
winter. 

In Iraq, three divisions will rotate in to 
replace current headquarters staff, as will 
four other brigade combat teams. 

The new advisory and assistance bri- 
gades were created out of the 3rd Brigade 
Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division, from 
Fort Benning, Ga.; the 2nd and 1st Brigade 
Combat Teams of the 3rd Infantry Divi- 
sion at Fort Stewart, Ga.; and the 3rd Bri- 
gade Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division, 
from Fort Carson, Colo. 

The three other brigades deploying are 
the 1st Brigade Combat Team, Ist Ar- 
mored Division, of Fort Bliss, Texas; and 
the 1st and 2nd Brigade Combat Teams 
of the 10th Mountain Division, out of Fort 
Drum, N.Y. 

Secretary of Defense Robert Gates is 
scheduled to visit Fort Drum on Thursday 
to meet troops who have recently returned 
from their deployments and spouses of 
troops who are overseas. 

The three headquarters units on the 
docket to deploy are the 3rd Infantry Di- 
vision Headquarters, Fort Stewart, Ga.; 
1st Infantry Division Headquarters, Fort 
Riley, Kan.; and the 1st Armored Division 
Headquarters, Wiesbaden, Germany. 


Additionally, 2,700 soldiers of the Florida 
Army National Guard’s 53rd Brigade Com- 
bat Team will deploy to Kuwait as a “secu- 
rity force brigade.” They are assigned to a 
“freedom of movement” mission, such as 
route reconnaissance, Whitman said. 

The 53rd originally was scheduled in 
December 2008 to go to Afghanistan, but 
“before the secretary’s ink even dried,” 
Whitman said, they quickly were reas- 
signed to Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

The Defense Department also an- 
nounced 7,500 troops that will rotate into 
Afghanistan in two units deploying in the 
winter of 2009 and 2010. 

The inbound 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 
101st Airborne Division, from Fort Camp- 
bell, Ky., and the 173rd Airborne Brigade, 
of Vicenza, Italy, — totaling 3,800 and 
3,700 troops — have been in dwell time for 
at least 12 months. 

They will replace the 4th Brigade Com- 
bat Team, 25th Infantry Division of Fort 
Richardson, Alaska, and the 3rd Brigade 
Combat Team, 10th Mountain Division, at 
Fort Drum, who will have been deployed 
for roughly a year. 

Approximately 57,000 U.S. military per- 
sonnel are deployed to Afghanistan. 





E-mail Kevin Baron at: baronk@stripes.osd.mil 


Al-Qaida leader encourages 
Pakistan to back insurgents 


By MAAmoun YOUSSEF 
The Associated Press 


CAIRO — Al-Qaida’s No. 2 
leader warned the Pakistani 
people in a new audio message 
that the U.S. interference in their 
country’s affairs poses a grave 
danger to Pakistan’s future and 
very existence. 

The English-language audio 
message by Ayman al-Zawahri 
was dated July 14 and addressed 
to “my Mus- 
lim brothers gp 
and sisters | 
in Pakistan.” 
In it, the mil- 
itant group’s 
second-in- 
command 
called on 
Pakistanis 
to join the 
fight against 
the United 
States or 
support the 
battle financially. 

He warned that without that 
help “we shall not only contribute 
to the destruction of Pakistan and 
Afghanistan, but we shall also de- 
serve the painful punishment of 
Almighty Allah.” 

The tape, whose authenticity 
could not immediately be veri- 
fied, was released by the al-Qaida 
media wing As Sahab and was 
posted on Islamic Web sites that 
usually carry militant videos and 
statements. 

Al-Zawahri and al-Qaida lead- 
er Osama bin Laden are rumored 
to be hiding in Pakistan’s lawless 
tribal belt along the border with 
Afghanistan. 

The Taliban have thrived in 
that region, and some Taliban 


al-Zawahri 





commanders maintain links to 
al-Qaida. 

The region also has been the 
focus of numerous U.S. mis- 
sile strikes, which officials say 
have killed several top al-Qaida 
fighters. 

Al-Zawahri, who had addressed 
the Pakistani people in English in 
August last year, said Pakistan is 
really ruled by the United States. 

“The current ruling class in 
Pakistan is lining up under the 
cross of the modern Crusade and 
competing for American bribes. 

Hence, the actual ruler of Paki- 
stan is the American ambassador, 
who pays the bribes and issues 
the orders,” he said. 

He said “the only hope to save 
Pakistan from this disastrous fate 
is Jihad” because the political in- 
stitutions were “either sunk in the 
swamp of corruption or are too 
helplessly crippled and paralyzed 
to bring about any change.” 

Stressing the need for money, 
al-Zawahri called on people to join 
the fight and contribute money. 

“It is the individual duty of 
every Muslim in Pakistan to 
join the Mujahedeen, or at the 
very least, to support the jihad in 
Pakistan and Afghanistan with 
money,” he said. 

Al-Zawahri’s appeal for funds 
echoes one made last month 
by Mustafa Abu al-Yazeed, al- 
Qaida’s top commander in Af- 
ghanistan who said militants in 
Afghanistan were hampered by a 
lack of equipment and money. The 
al-Qaida deputy’s appeal to Paki- 
stanis comes as public opinion in 
the South Asian nation has swung 
away from militants and in favor 
of army offensives against them. 
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Displaced Pakistani men wait outside a bank to withdraw money promised to them by the government 
in Mardan, 80 miles from Islamabad, on Wednesday. More than 2 million residents of Swat and sur- 
rounding districts have fled their homes due to the current offensive, according to the United Nations. 


Pakistan troops kill 13 Taliban in Swat 


By Munir AHMAD 
The Associated Press 


ISLAMABAD — Pakistani troops killed 13 mili- 
tants in the latest clashes in the Swat Valley, the 
army said Wednesday, underscoring the region’s 
fragile security even as refugees displaced by fight- 
ing return home. 

One clash occurred near Kabal town, which lies 
across the river from Mingora, the Swat Valley’s 
main city. Kabal has been considered a likely hide- 
out of the Swat Taliban’s leadership. 

Acting on a tip from residents, security forces raid- 
ed a house in the town late Tuesday night where mili- 
tants were believed to be hiding, said Sajjad Kasi, an 
army spokesman. The insurgents opened fire on the 
troops as they entered the building, and six militants 
were killed in the ensuing battle, Kasi said. 

The military said in a statement that it had killed 
eight alleged insurgents, including two foreigners, in 
Kabal, while one soldier died in the exchange of fire. 
It was not possible to immediately reconcile the dis- 
crepancy in casualty numbers. The statement said 
five other suspected militants died in other clashes. 

The Pakistani army says it has killed more than 


1,700 militants since its latest offensive against the 
Taliban began in Swat more than two months ago. 
Despite ongoing reports of fighting, the army says 
that most of Swat is militant-free and that all the 
main urban centers are under army control. 

It’s impossible to confirm the various death tolls 
independently because access to the area has been 
restricted, and the military has not provided figures 
on how many civilians have died. 

More than 2 million residents of Swat and sur- 
rounding districts have fled their homes due to the 
offensive, according to the United Nations. A gov- 
ernment repatriation program began Monday, and 
thousands of refugees have been heading back. 

The program is supposed to focus first on the 
200,000 or so refugees staying in relief camps and 
only certain zones in the valley are supposed to be 
open, but complications have arisen. 

Some in the camps say they won’t go home until 
they are given promised financial assistance of 
around $300 per family. Others who have been stay- 
ing elsewhere with relatives and friends have also 
begun to head back despite government requests 
that they wait until the camp residents go home, 
causing traffic jams at roadblocks. 
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Supreme Court nominee Sonia Sotomayor, above, testifies on 
Capitol Hill on Wednesday before the Senate Judiciary Commit- 
tee, answering questions from committee members including Tom 
Coburn, R-Okla., top right, and John Cornyn, R-Texas. 


Cuartes DuHaraPpak/AP 


STRIPES® 


*STARS AND 





Puotos sy J. Scott APPLEWHITE/AP 





Sotomayor mum on abortion 


High court nominee says Obama didn’t ask her views 


By Davip Espo 
AND MARK SHERMAN 
The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Supreme 
Court nominee Sonia Sotomayor 
declined repeatedly at Senate 
confirmation hearings Wednes- 
day to disclose her views on abor- 
tion rights, and said President 
Barack Obama never asked her 
about the issue before he chose 
her for the bench. 

“T can’t answer ... because I 
can’t look at it in the abstract,” 
she told Sen. Tom Coburn, R- 
Okla., as he sought to draw her 
out with questions about hypo- 
thetical cases. 

Evenif she knew more aboutthe 
specifics of a case, she added, “I 
probably couldn’t opine because 
I’m sure that situation might well 
arise before the court.” 

Coburn had posed a case in 
which a woman wanted to abort 
a 38-week fetus because it was 
found to have spina bifida, which 
can cause paralysis and is often 
associated with brain damage. 

Coburn also asked whether 
technological improvements that 
help premature babies survive 
might “have any bearing on how 
we look at Roe v. Wade,” the 1973 
court ruling that first established 
abortion rights. 

“T can’t answer that in the ab- 
stract,” Sotomayor said. 

“The question as it would it 
come before me wouldn’t be 
in the way that you form it as a 
citizen, it would come to me as a 
judge.” 

Earlier, Sen. John Cornyn, R- 


Police kill armed man near Capitol 


WASHINGTON — A chaotic scene unfolded near 
the U.S. Capitol on Wednesday after police shot and 
killed an armed man in what authorities described 
as a routine rush-hour traffic stop that turned 


deadly. 


U.S. Capitol Police spokeswoman Sgt. Kim Sch- 
neider said the unidentified 35-year-old man refused 
to stop at the checkpoint about two blocks north of 
the Capitol complex. The man drove the wrong way 
down a street and struck two officers with his car — 
one on foot and the other on a motorcycle, Schneider 
said. The two officers received minor injuries. 


Judging Sotomayor 


The percentage of Americans who 
would like the Senate to vote in 
favor of Sonia Sotomayor’s serving 
on the Supreme Court has held 
steady since her May nomination. 
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Texas, asked about a published 
report that administration of- 
ficials had sought to elicit her 
views on abortion. 

“I was asked no question by 
anyone including the president 
about my views on any specific 
legal issue,” she said. 

Sotomayor, 55, currently a fed- 
eral appeals court judge, is in 
line to become the first Hispan- 
ic to sit on the Supreme Court. 
Even Republicans concede she is 
on the way toward confirmation, 
barring a major gaffe. 

As much as any Republican 
member of the committee, Co- 
burn illustrated the approach 


fluid.” 


GOP lawmakers have taken 
throughout the hearings. 

A staunch opponent of abor- 
tion, he began by apologizing for 
outbursts at committee sessions 
on Monday and Tuesday by op- 
ponents of Roe v. Wade. Politely, 
he sought to engage Sotomayor, 
posed his questions calmly and 
interjected humorous remarks at 
times. 

It had no discernible effect on 
her willingness to be more forth- 
coming, though. 

When he asked whether a state 
legislature has the right under 
the Constitution to determine 
“what is death,” she sidestepped. 

“Depends on what they’re ap- 
plying that definition to, and so 
there are situations in which 
they might and situations where 
the definition would or would not 
have applicability to the dispute 
before the court,” she said. 

At another point, Coburn asked 
whether the Second Amendment 
to the Constitution confers a right 
to self-defense. 

Under New York law, she said, 
it is permissible to use force to 
repel the threat of imminent 
death or very serious injury. 

Yet, she said, “If I go home, get 
a gun, come back and shoot you, 
that may not be legal under New 
York law because you could have 
alternative ways to defend. ...” 

With laughter filling the room, 
Coburn interjected, “You'll have 
lots of ‘splainin’ to do.” 

Sotomayor joined in the laugh- 
ter, saying, “I’d be in a lot of trou- 
ble then.” 


Police opened fire after the man brandished a 
handgun and refused to put it down, said Schneider, 
who described the melee as “very fast moving, very 


“The officers felt they were being threatened — 
they were in fear for their lives,” Schneider said. 


The late afternoon scare occurred as lawmak- 


ers were wrapping up a third day of hearings for 
Supreme Court nominee Sonia Sotomayor. Police 
briefly sealed off part of the Capitol as a precaution, 
but the buildings were reopened about a half hour 
later. Authorities said the shooting was not related 
to the Capitol complex. 





From The Associated Press 


POMEL AT J Pace 7 


Health insurance bill 
clears Senate panel 


By Ricarpo ALONSO-ZALDIVAR 
The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — The Senate 
health committee cast a mile- 
stone vote Wednesday to approve 
legislation expanding insurance 
coverage to nearly all Americans, 
becoming the first congressional 
panel to act 
on Presi- 


Obama’s top 
domestic 
priority. 

The  13- 
10 party 
line vote 
advanced a 
$600 billion 
measure 
that would 
require in- 
dividuals 
to get health insurance and em- 
ployers to contribute to the cost. 
Democratic leaders are driving 
for floor votes in the House and 
Senate before Congress goes on 
its August break. 

The health committee bill calls 
for the government to provide 
financial assistance with premi- 
ums for individuals and fami- 
lies making up to four times the 
federal poverty level, or about 





Enzi 





$88,000 for a family of four, a 
broad cross-section of the middle 
class. The legislation is but one 
piece of a broader Senate bill still 
under development. 

“This time we’ve produced leg- 
islation that by and large I think 
the American people want,” said 
Sen. Chris Dodd, D-Conn., who 
stood in for 
committee 
chairman 
Sen. Edward 
M. Kennedy 
of Massa- 
chusetts. 
But ranking 
Republican 
Sen. Mike 
Enzi of Wyo- 
ming argued 
that the bill 
would break 
Obama’s promises by adding to 
the deficit. 

Obama quickly issued a state- 
ment saying the Health, Edu- 
cation, Labor and _ Pensions 
Committee vote “should give us 
hope, but it should not give us 
pause. It should instead provide 
the urgency for the House and 
Senate to finish their critical 
work on health reform before the 
August recess.” 


Dodd 


Sheriff: Suspects trained 
before attack on Fla. couple 


By BiLu Kaczor 
The Associated Press 


PENSACOLA, Fla. — A group 
of men charged in the slaying of 
a wealthy Florida couple known 
for adopting special needs chil- 
dren trained for at least a month 
to break into the couple’s home, 
authorities said Wednesday. 

Byrd and Melanie Billings 
were shot to death in their home 
near Pensacola last week by sev- 
eral intruders caught on surveil- 
lance cameras as they entered 
from the front and rear and left 
within 10 minutes. Seven men, 
including day laborers and an Air 
Force staff sergeant, are jailed 
in the case on charges including 
murder. 

Escambia County Sheriff David 
Morgan told the CBS “Early 
Show” on Wednesday that the 
men prepared well in advance for 
the attack. 

Morgan said investigators had 
“verified yesterday that this team, 
this group of people, had been in 
training at least 30 days, a month, 
prior to the execution of it at the 
Billings’ compound.” 

Morgan also said investigators 
believe they know who shot the 
couple. 

“We have identified, in fact, 
who participated or I should say 
was the active shooter in this case. 
We’ve been asked not to release 
that at this time,” he told CBS. 
State Attorney Bill Eddins said 
he will ask a grand jury to indict 
all those arrested on first-degree 
murder charges in the Billings’ 


shooting deaths. 

Eddins said robbery was the 
main motive for the crime. A safe 
was taken, though authorities 
won't say what was in it. 
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New pet airline 
flies animals in 
relative luxury 


By SAMANTHA BOMKAMP 
The Associated Press 


NEW YORK 
ne trip for their Jack Rus- 
= terrier in a plane’s 
cargo hold was enough to 
convince Alysa Binder and Dan 
Wiesel that owners needed a bet- 
ter option to get their pets from 
one city to another. 

On Tuesday, the first flight for 
the husband-and-wife team’s Pet 
Airways, the first-ever all-pet 
airline, took off from Republic 
Airport in Farmingdale, N.Y. 

All commercial airlines allow 
a limited number of small pets 
to fly in the cabin. Others must 
travel as checked bags or in the 
cargo hold — a dark and some- 
times dangerous place where 
temperatures can vary wildly. 

Binder and Wiesel used their 
consulting backgrounds and 
business savvy to start Pet Air- 
ways in 2005. The last four years 
have been spent designing their 
fleet of five planes according to 
new four-legged requirements, 
dealing with FAA regulations and 
setting up airport schedules. 

The two say they’re over- 
whelmed with the response. 
Flights on Pet Airways are al- 
ready booked up for the next two 
months. 

Pet Airways will fly a pet be- 
tween five major cities — New 
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Upgraded from cargo hold to cabin 


Pet Airways co-founder Alysa Binder’s dog, Zoe, walks by one of the airline’s aircraft in Omaha, Neb. 


York, Washington, Chicago, Den- 
ver and Los Angeles. The $250 
one-way fare is comparable to 
fees at the largest U.S. airlines. 
For owners the big difference 
is service. Dogs and cats will fly 
in the main cabin of a Subur- 
ban Air Freight plane, retooled 
and lined with carriers in place 
of seats. Pets will be escorted 
to the plane by attendants that 
will check on the animals every 
15 minutes during flight. The 
pets are also given pre-board- 
ing walks and bathroom breaks. 
And at each of the five airports it 
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Above: Dogs and cats will fly in the main cabin of a Suburban Air 
Freight plane, retooled and lined with carriers in place of seats. 


serves, the company has created 
a “Pet Lounge” for future fliers 
to wait and sniff before flights. 

The company will operate 
out of smaller, regional airports 
in the five launch cities, which 
will mean an extra trip for most 
owners dropping off their pets if 
they are flying too. Stops in cit- 
ies along the way means the pets 
will take longer to reach a desti- 
nation than their owners. 

A trip from New York to Los 
Angeles, for example, will take 
about 24 hours. On that route, 
pets will stop in Chicago, have a 
bathroom break, play time, din- 
ner, and bunk for the night before 
finishing the trip the next day. 

Amanda Hickey of Portland, 
Ore., is one of the new airline’s 
first customers. Her 7-year-old 
terrier-pinscher mix, Mardi, and 
2-year-old puggle, Penny, are 
taking their first flight soon. 

Hickey said the service was a 
welcome alternative to flying her 
dogs in cargo when she trans- 
plants them from her soon-to-be 
Denver home to Chicago to stay 
while she and her fiance travel to 
Aruba to get married. 

“For a little bit more money, I 
have peace of mind,” she said. 

It was a stressful experience in 


Right: Dan Wiesel, Pet Airways CEO, embraces a canine passenger Tuesday in East Farmingdale, N.Y. 
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a cargo hold that spurred Binder 
and Wiesel to start their airline. 
Their Jack Russell terrier, Zoe, 
flew once in cargo and Binder 
said they worried about how the 
dog was doing, but were unable to 
check on her or get information. 
The couple soon started looking 
for a better solution. 

“One time in cargo was enough 
for us,” Binder said, walking 
through an airplane hangar as 
Zoe trotted in front of 
her. “We wanted 
to do something 
better.” 

The company, 
which will begin 
with one flight in 
each of its five cit- 
ies, is looking to 
add more flights 
and cities soon. 

Among the big 
U.S. carriers 
that offer pet 
services, 
AirTran, 
Spirit, 
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Southwest and JetBlue allow 
pets to fly in the cabin. Most U.S. 
airlines charge between $100 
and $125, but Delta and North- 
west charge $150 for cabin trips. 
AirTran is the cheapest among 
big carriers at $69. 

The charge is more to fly in the 
cargo or check-baggage holds. 
Delta and Northwest are the 
most expensive at $275. Alaska 
Airlines and Midwest charge 

the least, at $100. Fron- 

tier prices its checked 

pets fees between 

$100 and $200 

and only takes 

pets as checked 
baggage. 



















Bill would back limiting tarmac strandings to 3 hours 


By JoAn Lowy 
The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Airline passengers 
could be stranded on tarmacs no longer 
than three hours under legislation intro- 
duced Tuesday in the Senate. 

The protection for stranded passengers 
is part of larger bill that provides a blue- 
print for Federal Aviation Administration 
programs for the next two years. 

The tarmac provision would require 
planes delayed more than three hours to 
return to a gate to give passengers the op- 
portunity to get off. The proposal has been 
championed by passenger rights advocates 


but opposed by the airline industry and 
airports. 

“A hard and fast inflexible timeframe for 
returning to the gate will have unintended 
consequences for customers, including the 
likelihood of more cancellations and incon- 
venience,” said David Castelveter, a spoKes- 
man for the Air Transport Association. 

“We believe that we have made great 
progress in reducing lengthy tarmac de- 
lays and improving service while on board 
as reflected in Transportation Department 
statistics,” Castelveter said. 

But passenger rights advocate Kate 
Hanni called the provision “extremely 
positive for airline passengers.” 


The bill would also require airlines to 
provide passengers with food, potable 
water, comfortable cabin temperature and 
ventilation, and adequate restrooms while 
a plane is delayed on the ground, Hanni 
said. 

The nearly $35 billion bill would also re- 
quire the FAA to: 

m™ Speed up its plans to switch from a 
radar-based air traffic control system to a 
system based on GPS technology. The new 
system is expected to increase the number 
of planes that can safely take off and land 
at airports and allow controllers to track 
planes in areas where there is no radar 
coverage. 


The bill requires FAA to have the sys- 
tem in operation at the nation’s 35 largest 
airports by 2014 and the rest of the coun- 
try by 2018. FAA’s current plan puts full 
modernization more than a decade off. 

™@ Increase FAA inspections of foreign 
repair stations that perform maintenance 
on U.S. planes from once a year to twice 
a year. A similar provision is included in 
a version of the bill that passed the House 
in May. 

™@ Increase funding for a program that 
underwrites the cost of air service to small 
airports in communities where there would 
otherwise be no commercial air service by 
$48 million, for a total of $175 million. 
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The Associated Press 


TEHRAN, Iran — A Russian- 
made Iranian passenger plane 
carrying 168 people crashed 
shortly after takeoff Wednesday, 
smashing into a field northwest 
of the capital and shattering into 
flaming pieces. All on board were 
killed in Iran’s worst air disaster 
in six years, officials said. 

Before crashing, the plane’s tail 
was on fire as it circled in the air, 
one witness said. 

“Then, I saw the plane crashing 
nose-down. It hit the ground caus- 
ing a big explosion. The impact 
shook the ground like an earth- 
quake. Then, plane pieces were 
scattered all over the agricultural 
fields,” said Ali Akbar Hashemi. 

The impact blasted a deep 
trench in the dirt field, which was 
littered with smoking wreckage, 
body parts and personal items 
from the Tupolev jet, according to 
photos from the scene. 

Iran has seen numerous crash- 
es in recent years, usually blamed 
on poor maintenance. Iranian of- 
ficials often blame U.S. sanctions. 
Iranian airlines and the military 
have turned increasingly to Rus- 
sian aircraft. 

The cause of the crash was not 
immediately known. Hossein Ay- 
aznia, an aviation police official, 
said emergency workers were 
searching for the plane’s data 
recorders. 


Spaniard who gave birth 
at 66 reported dead 


MADRID — Spanish newspa- 
pers say a woman who was be- 
lieved to have become the world’s 
oldest new mother when she gave 
birth to twins at age 66 has died. 
She was 69. 

The newspapers E] Mundo and 
Diario de Cadiz reported Tuesday 
that Maria del Carmen Bousada 
died on Saturday. She gave birth 
in December 2006 after undergo- 
ing in vitro fertilization. 

Diario de Cadiz says her broth- 
er, Ricardo Bousada, refused to 
disclose the cause of death. The 
newspaper says Bousada was 
diagnosed with a tumor shortly 
after giving birth. 


Italian police arrest 32 
suspected mobsters 


ROME — Italian police say 
they have arrested 32 suspected 
mobsters with close ties to the 
Casalesi clan, a branch of the 
Naples-based Camorra crime 
syndicate. 

Police in Caserta, near Naples, 
say the suspects were arrested 
early Wednesday in Modena, in 
northern Italy, and Caserta on 
charges of Mafia association and 
extortion. Two mobsters remain 
at large. 

The Camorra, and in particu- 
lar the Casalesi, have long shak- 
en down local businessmen for 
money. Those who refuse risk 
violence to themselves or their 
property. 

Authorities have said the Casa- 
lesi are involved in illegal trans- 
port and disposal of tons of toxic 


People walk at the scene of a plane crash near the Iranian village of 
Jannatabad, northwest of Tehran on Wednesday. An Iranian passen- 
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168 killed in Iranian crash 





Sina Suiri, IRANIAN STUDENTS News Acency/AP 


ger plane carrying 168 people crashed after takeoff Wednesday. 


waste from the industrial north to 
the underdeveloped south. 


Pacific tsunami warning 
after quake canceled 


WELLINGTON, New Zealand 
— The Pacific Tsunami Warning 
Center said a tsunami generated 
after a 7.8-magnitude earthquake 
off of New Zealand is small and 
poses no threat. 

The warning center said no 
destructive waves are headed for 
New Zealand’s western coastline 
after a tsunami warning was is- 
sued earlier. 

The waves generated are less 
than 8 inches in height and the 
warning was canceled after about 
an hour. 

The quake’s epicenter was 100 
miles west of Invercargill, off the 
west coast of New Zealand’s South 
Island at a depth of 21 miles. 


Palestinians suspend 
Al-Jazeera in West Bank 


RAMALLAH, West’ Bank 
— The Western-backed Palestin- 
ian government says it has sus- 
pended the West Bank operations 
of Al-Jazeera, accusing the Arab 
satellite TV station of incitement. 

The decision was announced 
Wednesday by the Palestinian In- 
formation Ministry. It would only 
affect Al-Jazeera operations in 
the West Bank, where President 
Mahmoud Abbas is in charge, not 
operations in Hamas-controlled 
Gaza. 





From The Associated Press 
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Libya's Gadhafi says Iran 
should have nuclear energy 


By SARAH EL DEEB 
The Associated Press 


SHARM EL-SHEIK, Egypt 
— Libyan leader Moammar Gad- 
hafi said Wednesday that Iran 
should be left alone to pursue a 
peaceful nuclear energy program 
and that his own nation was close 
to making an atomic bomb before 
it voluntarily shut down its secret 
program in 2003. 

Gadhafi’s comments came in 
an address to the opening session 
of a Non-Aligned Movement sum- 
mit held at the Egyptian Red Sea 
resort of Sharm el-Sheik. Libya 
and Iran are members of the 118- 
nation movement. 

He said the U.N.’s nuclear 
watchdog — the International 
Atomic Energy Agency — should 
be the judge of whether Iran is 
seeking to acquire nuclear weap- 
ons through its uranium enrich- 
ment program as the United 
States and Israel claim. 

Iran denies the charges and 
insists its program is solely de- 
signed to generate power. But 
its blockade of IAEA attempts to 
probe its alleged nuclear weap- 
ons-related experiments have 
kept suspicions high. 

The U.N. Security Council has 
levied three sets of financial sanc- 
tions against Iran for its refusal 
to freeze its uranium enrichment 





Clinton warns Iran 
on engagement 


WASHINGTON — Secre- 
tary of State Hillary Rodham 
Clinton is warning Iran that it 
has only limited time to accept 
the Obama administration’s 
offer of engagement or face 
new penalties and isolation 


over its nuclear program. 

In remarks prepared for a 
major foreign policy address 
to be delivered Wednesday, 
Clinton says the time for Iran 
to respond to America’s over- 
ture is now. She says “the op- 
portunity will not remain open 
indefinitely.” 





From The Associated Press 


program. 

Gadhafi said it was “unjust” 
to stop Iran from enriching ura- 
nium for peaceful purposes. 

“The road that should be closed 
is the one turning enriched ura- 
nium into a nuclear weapon. But 
to close both roads? What is this? 
This is unjust. This is ignorance 
and a denial of science,” he said. 

Gadhafi said Libya was on the 
verge of producing a nuclear 
bomb but decided to abandon the 
effort because it realized it had 
no enemies to use it against. 


WIN YOUR 
SIGNED COPY! 


Stripes Book Club and Dutton, a member of Penguin Group (USA) Inc, are proud to 
offer you a chance to win a signed copy of John Lescroart’s A PLAGUE OF SECRETS. 


APLAGUE _ 
OF SECRETS 


In a multiple murder case plagued by lies and deception, there is one terrible secret 


that defense attorney Dismas Hardy is duty-bound to protect. Even if the price is his 


client’s life. 


When Dylan Vogler, the charming manager of the popular Bay Beans West coffee shop 
in San Francisco’s Haight-Ashbury district, is gunned down near the store, inspectors 
are shocked to discover that his knapsack is overflowing with high-grade marijuana. It 


soon becomes clear that San Francisco’s A-list flocked to Bay Beans West for more than 


a pricy caffeine fix. 


Maya Townshend is the absentee owner of the shop—and the beautiful and extremely 


wealthy socialite niece of the city’s mayor. When she becomes Dismas Hardy’s client, 


he thinks it will be a simple hand-holding exercise until the police identify a suspect. 


But then another of Maya’s past acquaintances turns up murdered, and the newspapers 
begin to reveal the names of the coffee shop’s celebrity, political, and even law-enforcement 
clientele. Hardy begins to question how much his client knew about what was actually 


oing on inside her business—and whether she was also Vogler’s lover. 
going on inside her d whether she was also Vogler’s | 


Ambitious prosecutors close in on Maya with the help of Hardy’s best friend, Detective 


Abe Glitzky, and, as her trial gets under way, Hardy discovers that his client harbors 
an explosive secret. A secret that Dismas Hardy is privilege-bound to protect. 


Perceptive, fast-paced, and masterfully plotted, A Plague of Secrets represents John 


Lescroart working at the absolute top of his game. 


Stars and Stripes is giving away 10 signed copies of “A PLAGUE OF SECRETS” to our lucky readers. 
Just email marketing@pstripes.osd.mil to enter and win. 
Please include the words “A PLAGUE OF SECRETS” in the subject line and be sure to 


DUTTON 


include your name and full mailing address. 


siriséiBookCub © 


Penguin Group (USA) 


Must be at least 18 years old and a U.S. Government ID cardholder to enter and win. No purchase necessary. 
All entries must be received by midnight on July 31, 2009. See official rules on Stripes.com. 
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Portman back in action with ‘Thor’ role 


talie Portman, who co-starred in “Star Wars,” is 
storming back into action films with a role in the 
comic-book adaptation “Thor.” 
The 28-year-old Portman has 

been cast as Jane Foster, who was a nurse 
and first love of the title character in the 
Marvel Comics. According to Marvel Stu- 
dios, the character is being updated for the 
movie version of “Thor,” in which the Norse 
warrior is cast down to Earth to live among 
humans. 

Chris Hemsworth stars as Thor in the 
movie, which begins shooting early next 
year. It is due in theaters May 20, 2011. Ken- 
neth Branagh is directing “Thor.” 


Portman 


— The Associated Press 


Ringwald has twins 


“Secret Life of the American Teenager” star Molly Ringwald, 
41, and husband Panio Gianopoulos welcomed twins, Adele 
Georgiana and Roman Stylianos, on Friday in Los Angeles. 


— The Philadelphia Inquirer 


LeVar Burton recuperating after crash 


Los Angeles police say actor LeVar Burton was involved in 
a five-car accident but wasn’t seriously 
injured. 

Detective Judy Acosta says Burton’s 2006 
Mercedes was on Beverly Boulevard in 
West Los Angeles at about 7:40 p.m. Mon- 
day when a 74-year-old woman in a 2006 
Scion turned left in front of him. 

Acosta says the cars collided. Burton’s 
vehicle then hit a parked car, leading to 
a chain reaction that damaged two other 
parked cars. 

Acosta says both drivers complained of 
pain, then were examined at Cedars-Sinai 
Medical Center and released. Nobody was ticketed. 

Burton, 52, was in the TV miniseries “Roots,” “Star Trek: 


Burton 








The Next Generation” and was the longtime host of “Reading 
Rainbow.” 


— The Associated Press 


Tierney scheduled for surgery 


Actress Maura Tierney says she’s having surgery to remove a 
tumor in her breast. 

Tierney, who recently wrapped a long-running stint on the 
NBC medical drama “ER,” issued a state- 
ment about the surgery on Monday, giving 
no details on her condition and when she’s 
due to have the operation. 

Tierney says her doctors assured her 
“this is a very treatable condition,” and 
she’s “very optimistic as to the outcome.” 

Tierney’s setback has delayed production 
on her new NBC series “Parenthood” for 
eight weeks. The network said the medical 
drama “Mercy” will instead premiere this 
Tierney fall. 


Hot dish 


Cannes best actor winner Tony Leung Chiu-wai broke his left 
arm while sparring with martial arts instructors as he pre- 
pared to portray Bruce Lee’s kung fu master in a Wong Kar-wai 
movie, a publicist said Tuesday. Leung must rest his arm for 
several weeks but can continue to train on his kicks, she said. 





— The Associated Press 


Comedian and radio personality Artie Lange has pleaded not 
guilty to a charge of driving under the influence of an intoxicant 
in New Jersey. The Howard Stern show regular and author of 
the best-selling book “Too Fat to Fish” was charged following 
a minor traffic accident Friday in Toms River, about 40 miles 
southeast of Trenton. Police say no one was injured. 


Justin Timberlake’s Mirimichi golf course is set to open July 
25 in suburban Memphis after a $16 million renovation aimed 
at making it environmentally friendly. The Commercial Appeal 
reported that Timberlake invested in reconstruction of the for- 
mer Big Creek Golf Course after buying it late in 2007. 


— The Associated Press 
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t’s arecipe as tasty as the one for a Krabby 

Patty: Take one naive yellow sponge with a 

disposition so sunny that he makes Pollyanna 

seem like an old grouch and dress him in a pair 
of square pants. Season with some crazy characters, 
including a grumpy octopus named Squidward, the 
dumber-than-driftwood starfish Patrick, the penny- 
pinching crustacean Mr. Krabs and a meowing snail 
named Gary. Sweeten with a touch of innocence and 
toss in a dash of edgy humor for the grown-ups and, 
voila!, you’ve got “ SpongeBob SquarePants.” 

And with all those makings for a hit, “SpongeBob” 
has been wearing the pants for 10 years when it 
comes to animation domination. 

It’s been the No. 1 show with kids ages 2 to 11 for 
seven consecutive years and typically draws an aver- 
age of 70 million viewers each month. Nickelodeon 
has soaked up a lot of cash with this sponge in the 
forms of everything from SpongeBob macaroni and 
cheese to SpongeBob underwear, and a 2004 feature 
film that raked in $118 million. 

It’s even got the president’s seal of approval. Last 
summer, when Barack Obama was on the campaign 
trail, he told TV Guide that his favorite TV character 
of all time is the lovable sponge “because ‘Sponge- 
Bob’ is the show I watch with my daughters.” 

All that hoopla for a show that its creators and 


Beloved cartoon celebrates 
10 years of nautical nonsense 


animation, led to a job on the creative team of 
the Nicktoon “Rocko’s Modern Life,” which 
ran from 1993 to 1996. It was during the run 
of “Rocko” that Hillenburg began thinking 
about a cartoon that would take place amid 
the world of marine life. 

“The idea was fresh and funny and so 
well thought out it was hard to resist,” says 
Marjorie Cohn, executive vice president of 
development and original programming for 
Nickelodeon. “But it was the delivery of the 
hilarious pilot that sealed the deal.” 

Still, the idea of a sponge as a cartoon hero made 
the show a bit of a risk. “No one, including the peo- 
ple at the network, knew if it would last,” says Paul 
Tibbitt, ““SSpongeBob’s” executive producer. “You 
can make a few shows and never know when you’re 
going to strike a nerve. It’s nice that it happened.” 

From the start, the show’s quirky blend of inno- 
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Cowboys QB Tony Romo and Jessica 
Simpson are kaput. 


No more Romo: 
Cowboy breaks 


Jessica’s heart 


he Dallas Cowboys’ prettiest 
quarterback ever, Tony Romo, has 
dumped Jessica Simpson. Talk about 
cold: He did it Thursday, on the eve 
of the poor girl’s 29th birthday, which 
she had planned to mark Friday with a 
Barbie & Ken-themed party. 

Romo, 29, who previously dated 
Carrie Underwood, was seen Friday at 
a Tinseltown club with 14 friends. He 
wasn’t dressed as Ken. 

Simpson, who was married to Nick 
Lachey for three years, before their 
November ’05 separation, is “heartbro- 
ken,” a source tells People. 

Simpson writes on her Twitter page 
that life goes on: “Everyone needs to 
know that hope floats ... grab the strings 
and pull it back to you.” 


— The Philadelphia Inquirer 
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lion viewers, and an hourlong TV movie, “Truth 
or Square,” which will feature the voices of Will 


cast figured would last only a year or two. “We did 
a seven-minute pilot, which we all thought was very 
funny, and that alone would have been enough of an 
accomplishment,” says Tom Kenny, who provides 
the voices of SpongeBob and Gary. “But because it 
was funny to us, we didn’t know if anyone else would 
think so.” 

“SpongeBob” was the brainchild of Stephen Hil- 
lenburg, a marine biologist whose second passion, 


cence and edginess was irresistible, though it took 
some time to grow on viewers. “For the first year or 
two we were on, no one really paid much attention to 
us,” says Kenny. “Then about the third year, we sud- 
denly started seeing the show hit the radar and grow 
and become a part of pop culture.” 

And “SpongeBob” shows no signs of drying up any 
time soon. A special episode featuring the voice of 
Johnny Depp that aired in April racked up 5.8 mil- 


Ferrell, Ricky Gervais, Robin Williams and Craig 
Ferguson, is slated for the fall. 


“What I’m most proud of is that kids still really 
like it and care about it,’ Kenny says. “They eagerly 
await new episodes. People who were young children 
when it started 10 years ago are still watching it and 
digging it and think it’s funny. That’s the loving cup 
for me.” 

— Daniel Bubbeo/Newsday 
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SHIFTING GEARS 


Who's leading 
the hybrid car 
revolution? 


Dear Tom and Ray: 

Who is the real leader in hybrid technol- 
ogy? The last time I went into a Toyota deal- 
ership, the salesman told me that Toyota had 
just sold its 
first-gener- 
ation hybrid 
technol- 
ogy to Ford 
because 
Toyota has 
developed 
its second 
generation. 
The impli- 
cation is 
that Ford 
will never 
be able to 
catch Toy- 
ota. From 
your exami- 
nation of hybrids, does this appear to be 
the case? Is Ford technologically remedial? 
— Bruce 

RAY: Well, I think it’s only fair to give Toy- 
ota credit for being the hybrid leader right 
now. 

It was the first car company to develop and 
sell a large number of hybrids to otherwise 
gas-guzzling Americans. 

TOM: The third-generation Prius is out 
now, and again, it’s even better than the last 
version. Not only does it get 50 miles per gal- 
lon in the city, but it’s also a roomy, seem- 
ingly reliable car with very few downsides. 

RAY: That said, there’s nothing remedial 
about what Ford is doing. What we’ve heard 
(and remember, we’re only slightly more 
trustworthy than your car dealer, Bruce) is 
that Ford developed its own hybrid technol- 
ogy, but that it was similar enough to Toyota 
that Ford opted to make a licensing deal with 
Toyota, rather than risk being sued for pat- 
ent violations. 

TOM: Or, Ford stole Toyota’s technology 
and got caught! 

RAY: Anyway, now Ford has its second gen- 
eration of hybrids out, and the Ford Fusion 
Hybrid midsize sedan gets an impressive 41 
miles per gallon in the city. By comparison, 
the latest, comparably sized Toyota Camry 
Hybrid gets only 33. 

TOM: We’re not saying this to denigrate 
Toyota. It'll certainly view the Fusion’s city 
mileage as a challenge. But Ford is hardly a 
laggard these days. And I wouldn’t hesitate 
to buy a hybrid from either company. 





Click and Clack 


Tom and Ray Magliozzi 





Got a question about cars? E-mail Click and Clack by 
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Chevy returns to old-school pony car competition 


By RICHARD WILLIAMSON 
Scripps Howard News Service 


I never could find a button that would 
convert the 2010 Camaro into a walk- 
ing, talking robot, but otherwise the 
new pony car met or exceeded expecta- 
tions and drew nearly as much attention 
as the version in the hit summer movie 
“Transformers.” 

Until Hasbro can transform a full- 
size Camaro, we’re pretty much stuck 
with the reincarnation of an American 
icon primed for battle with a pair of 
lean, mean muscle machines from Ford 
and Dodge. 

Novelty alone is likely to propel Ca- 
maro ahead of the Mustang and still 
fresh Dodge Challenger. It has been a 
long time since a new model was so ea- 
gerly awaited, regardless of its creator’s 
bankruptcy. 

Bearing a body very similar to the 
original concept car, the two-door 
sports coupe displays the long hood 
and short deck that are emblematic of 
the pony car as pioneered by the 1964 
Mustang. 

The brawny hips bulge in a way that 
is more assertive than the original Ca- 
maro or its successors. The windshield 
is sharply raked at a 67-degree angle, 
which adds to the cosmetics but limits 


2010 Chevrolet Camaro 2SS 


TYPE: Rear-drive, four-passenger, compact coupe 


PRICE: $33,430 base, $36,050 as tested 


KEY RIVALS: Ford Mustang, Dodge Challenger, Nissan 370Z 
POWER: 6.2-liter, 426-horsepower V8 with six-speed manual transmission 
FUEL ECONOMY: 16 city, 24 highway mpg 





visibility for the driver. 

As in the past, Camaro comes with 
two powerful engines and four trim 
levels. The LS trim has a base price of 
$22,995 and a3.6-liter, 304-horsepower 
V6. The better equipped LT with the V6 
can be acquired in 1LT trim for $24,630 
or 2LT at $27,330. The SS is priced at 
$30,995 and powered by a 6.2-liter V8 
that produces 426 horsepower with a 
six-speed stick or 400 horses with an 
automatic transmission. The 2SS car- 
ries a base price of $33,430. 

The LS3 V8 in the 2SS review car was 
a mighty machine, producing a throaty 
roar under acceleration and a leonine 
rumble at idle. The stick made driving 
even more fun, with a clutch that is less 
demanding than the last version. To 
save fuel, the stick shifts from first to 
fourth gear under modest acceleration. 

Fuel economy averages out to 16 city 
miles per gallon and 24 highway. That’s 


the price you pay for 0-60 mph accel- 
eration in 5 seconds or less. 

The power disc brakes are impres- 
sive, with four-piston Brembo calipers 
on SS models. StabiliTrak stability 
control system and traction control are 
standard on all models. With power 
going to the rear wheels, the coupe’s 
3,849 pounds are nicely balanced be- 
tween front and rear. 

While the base LS version comes with 
18-inch wheels, you can move up to 19- 
inchers or 20-inchers on the SS. 

As a transporter, Camaro caters 
to front-seat passengers while put- 
ting the squeeze to knees of back-seat 
compatriots. 

Camaro alone will not transform 
General Motors into a_ profitable 
corporation. 

But people who love to drive are sure 
to think fondly of the automaker when 
they crank up their Camaros. 
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By MARTIN CRUTSINGER 
The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Consumer 
prices shot up in June by the larg- 
est amount in 11 months, reflect- 

ing the biggest jump in gasoline 
prices in nearly five years. 


Consumer prices rose by the 
highest amount in nearly a 


year, reflecting the biggest 
jump in gas prices in nearly 
five years, the Labor 


Department said Wednesday. 
The blip, however, is seen as 


temporary as the recession 


has kept inflation at bay. 


DENNIS EARLENBAUGH, AKRON (Quio) 


BEACON JouRNAL/MCT 
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Oracle 


7971 

463130 
435624 
310570 
255697 
223098 
213493 
213189 


KEY MUTUAL FUNDS 


Name 


Fidelity Invest: GroCo 
Fidelity Spartan: Eqldxinv 
Fidelity Invest: USBI 

Fidelity Invest: Ovrsea 
Fidelity Invest: Grolnc 
Fidelity Invest: AMgr50 
Amer Century Inv: Ultra 
Putnam Funds A: GrinA p 
AIM Investments A: ChartA p 
AIM Investments A: Const p 
Frank/Temp Frnk A: SMCpGrA 
DWS Invest S: GrolncS 
Fidelity Advisor T: EqlnT 
Fidelity Advisor T: GrOppT 
DWS Invest S: Intl FdS 
Putnam Funds A: GlbEqty p 
Lord Abbett A: DevGtA p 
Fidelity Advisor T: OvrseaT 
DWS Invest S: CorPlsinc 


Chg. 


Most ACTIVE ($1 or more) 





YTD 
%Ret. 


+1 


+1 


+1 
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The Labor Department said 
Wednesday that inflation at the 
consumer level rose by 0.7 per- 
cent last month, slightly higher 
than the 0.6 percent increase that 
economists were expecting. It 
was the biggest one-month gain 
since a 0.7 percent increase last 
July. 

The big jump was seen as a 
temporary blip, however. Infla- 
tion is not expected to be a prob- 
lem any time soon given a severe 
recession which is keeping a lid 
on wage pressures. 

The Federal Reserve reported 
Wednesday that industrial pro- 
duction fell 0.4 percent in June 
as the recession crimped output 
for a wide range of manufactured 
goods including cars, machinery 
and household appliances. How- 
ever, the decline was not as severe 
as the 1.4 percent plunge in May, 
a possible sign that the recession 
is easing its grip. 

Underscoring the low threat of 
accelerating inflation, prices in 
June compared to a year ago were 
actually down by 1.4 percent, the 
biggest year-over-year decline in 
nearly six decades. 

Core inflation, which excludes 
food and energy, posted a moder- 
ate 0.2 percent rise in June, slight- 
ly higher than the 0.1 percent rise 
that economists had expected. 

The absence of an inflation 
threat has allowed the Federal 
Reserve to drive a key interest 
rate to a record low in an effort 
to fight a severe recession which 
is already the longest since World 
War II. The central bank pushed 
its target for the federal funds 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 
Euro costs (July 16) 
Dollar buys (July 16) 
British pound (July 16) 
Japanese yen (July 16) 
South Korean won (July 16) 
Commercial rates 

Bahrain (DIMAM)scscssssactosssssececescsessesecsse 0.3770 
British pound ‘ 
Canada (DOM Aar)........cescsccsscseecesseseeees 1.1360 
CHIME CY UA) ississssscseiscsssccesseessssssseseesses 6.8339 
DeNMark (KONE) ......csscssessesccscescsseeeees 5.3447 
EGY Pt (POUMNG) sicsccossssecetsssvsececesssecsenssees 5.5876 

$1.3936/0.7175 
HONG KONG (DOIar)........cscssceesceseeeees 7.7505 
Hungary (Forint) . 
ISrael (SHEKEL) .......scsscsscscesccsececesseseees 3.9650 
Japan (Yen) 
KUWaAIt (DINAN) .......ccccccsrssrssseeersseseees 0.2878 
NOrWAY (KFONE).....scsccsseccsccessscesecees 6.4737 
Philippines (Peso) 
POlANA (ZIOtLY).......scsccsccscsscesscecsscesseeesecees 3.10 
Saudi Arabia (Riyal).........ssscsceseseeees 3.7505 
Singapore (Dollar) ........sscsscscsseseeees 1.4606 
South Korea (Won).... thee 
Switzerland (Franc) 
Thailand (Baht) : 
Turkey (N@W Lil) .....secscseseressceseees 1.5471 
(Military exchange rates are those avail- 
able to customers at military bank- 
ing facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buy- 
ing currency. All figures are foreign 
currencies to one dollar, except for the 
British pound, which is represented in 
dollars-to-pound, and the euro, which is 
dollars-to-euro.) 


Precious METALS 


New York Merc close 


Silver 


INTEREST RATES 


PHIIMG ATC iscsssscsscciscoscessetsssageccssssssaesteesseues 3.25 
DISCOUNR Fate ........ccccccccssccssccssscsssesssesesees 0.50 
Federal funds market rate........... 0.00-0. = 
3-month bill 0.1 
30-YEAr DONT uu... cccscescccercesseccsececeecseees 4. 33 
Sources: Bank of America, The Associated Press 





rate to near zero in December 
and it is expected to remain there 
until the nation’s unemployment 
rate, currently at a 26-year high 
of 9.5 percent, stops rising. 

The 0.7 percent jump in the 
Consumer Price Index in June 
followed three months of modera- 
tion including a small 0.1 percent 
rise in May. 

The upward surge was driven 
by a 7.4 percent rise in energy 
prices, reflecting a 17.3 percent 
increase in gasoline prices, the 
biggest one-month jump in gas 
prices since a 20.9 percent spurt 
in September 2005 after Hurri- 
cane Katrina had shut Gulf Coast 
refineries. 

Analysts are looking for gaso- 
line and other energy costs to re- 
treat in coming months. Already, 
gasoline pump prices are down 
by about a dime since the start of 
July. 

Food costs edged up a small 
0.1 percent in June, held back 
by a big drop in the cost of dairy 
products. 

The 0.2 percent rise in core in- 
flation left the core inflation rate 
rising by a moderate 1.7 percent 
over the past 12 months, reflect- 
ing the downward pressure on 
costs coming from the prolonged 
recession. 

For June, new car _ prices 
jumped by 0.7 percent and cloth- 
ing costs were also up 0.7 percent. 
However, those gains were offset 
by a 0.6 percent drop in airline 
fares. Price increases were also 
moderate in the health area with 
medical care edging up by 0.2 
percent. 
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Consumer prices jump as production falls 


Old GM shares 
decline as new 
symbol debuts 


By Tom KRISHER 
AND DAN STRUMPF 
The Associated Press 


DETROIT — Shares of the old 
General Motors Corp. lost more 
than half their value Wednes- 
day after the stock symbol was 
changed to reflect the company’s 
new name, Motors Liquidation 
Co. 

Trading of GM stock under the 
symbol GMGMQ had been sus- 
pended since Friday afternoon 
by the Financial Industry Regu- 
latory Authority, which regu- 
lates over-the-counter stocks. 
On Wednesday, the authority 
changed the symbol and allowed 
trading to resume. 

Motors Liquidation shares fell 
60 cents, or 52 percent, to 55 
cents. 

FINRA suspended trading be- 
cause investors apparently con- 
fused the stock with the new GM, 
which emerged from bankruptcy 
protection on Friday as a leaner 
company free of the burden- 
some debt and contracts that had 
plagued the old automaker. 

The new GM is a private com- 
pany that is majority owned by 
the U.S. government. It plans 
to issue new shares perhaps as 
early as next year. 


Christmas comes early for stores 


By Emma L. Carew 
The Washington Post 


WASHINGTON — A small dis- 
play of snow-topped villages and 
ornaments sits nestled between 
the mattress and hardware de- 
partments at the Sears store in 
Manassas, Va. Next week, Toys R 
Us stores in the area are inviting 
children to decorate Christmas 
cards and slurp away on candy 
canes while their parents shop 
Christmas sales. 

Yes, it’s July, but some stores 
have decided that to get ahead of 
the poor economy they need to 
start now on the holiday shopping 
season. 

Nick White, a consultant in the 
Gerson Lehrman Group net- 
work, called the strategy a 
good bet for the struggling 
retail industry. 

“No one wants to be hit with 
Christmas songs and nutcrack- 
ers when they walk into the front 
door of stores,” White said. 

But, he added, customers are 
realizing they’ll be spend- 
ing less for Christmas this 
year and are planning 
early exactly what to 
purchase. About 40 per- 
cent of holiday shoppers 
have made up their mind 
about big ticket purchas- 
es in early fall, he said. 

Usually, retailers don’t 


start pushing holiday shopping 
until early November, said Ellen 
Davis, vice president of the Na- 
tional Retail Federation. But now 
retailers are trying to avoid what 
happened last year when holiday 
sales declined for the first time 
since the NRF began tracking 
them in the early 1990s. 

“Retailers had far more inven- 
tory than they needed, so they 
were forced to discount heavily 
and in some cases give items away 
with a purchase,” Davis said. 

As early as January, Davis said, 
retailers were planning their 
special promotions and adjusting 
their inventory levels. 
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the waves 


Weathering ‘nah ~~) Expensive habit: Man 


Crewmembers from 
the U.S. Coast Guard 
cutter Legare conduct 
small-boat training 

at sea on Friday. 

The Legare began a 
three-month patrol 
across the Atlantic 
Ocean on July 1. It will 
visit west and central 
African countries in 
support of the Navy’s 
Africa Partnership 
Station program, which 
is designed to provide 
security training 

to participating 
African nations. 

THomas M. Biue 


Courtesy of the 
U.S. Coast Guard 








National forecast 


Forecast highs for Thursday, July 16 
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Showers Rain T-storms 


Front Moves Through Northeast, Severe Storms In Plains 


A front will bring showers and thunderstorms from the Northeast 
to portions of the Midwest. Severe storms are possible over the 
Central Plains. Unsettled weather continues in the Southeast and 
Gulf States, while the West remains hot and dry. 


Weather Underground e AP 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 


Wedhnesday’s global temperatures 


City Hi Lo Weather 
Amsterdam 75 58rn 
Athens 86 64clr 
Auckland 59 37rn 
Baghdad 102 80clr 
Basra 114 88clr 
Bahrain 99 93 clr 
Bangkok 87 77rn 
Barbados 88 79rn 
Barcelona 82 75pc 
Beijing 91 69rn 
Beirut 88 77 pc 
Belgrade 89 64clr 
Berlin 80 59pc 
Bermuda 84 76rn 
Bogota 64 48rn 
Brasilia 82 63 pc 
Brisbane 66 49rn 
Brussels 77 59pc 
Bucharest 85 53 clr 
Budapest 89 57clr 
Buenos Aires 54 39clr 
Cairo 91 76clr 
Calgary 58 49rn 
Caracas 90 80clr 
Colombo 84 80pc 
Copenhagen 75 61 clr 
Dhahran 113 95clr 
Dhaka 91 82rn 

Dili 90 67 clr 

Dubai 103 90clr 
Dublin 62 49rn 
Frankfurt 76 65rn 
Geneva 85 69rn 
Guatemala 73 62 pc 
Hanoi 93 79pc 
Harare 76 57clr 
Havana 89 7irn 
Helsinki 69 51 pc 
Hong Kong 89 82clr 
Islamabad 98 79 pc 
Istanbul 82 68rn 
Jakarta 89 68clr 
Jerusalem 87 76pc 
Johannesburg 55 35clr 
Kabul 87 64 clr 
Kiev 69 61rn 
KualaLumpur 90 78pc 
Kuwait 111 91 clr 





LaPaz 57 29pc 
Lima 70 64cdy 
Lisbon 77 64clr 
London 75 56rn 
Madrid 90 67 clr 
Managua 91 75clr 
Manila 83 77rn 
Mecca 117 86clr 
Melbourne 53 42 pc 
Mexico City 78 57rn 
Montevideo 54 34clr 
Montreal 66 54rn 
Moscow 86 66rn 
Nairobi 80 46 pc 
Nassau 93 78rn 
New Delhi 98 82 pc 
Nice 81 69clr 
Osaka 93 77clr 
Oslo 69 54rn 
Panama 91 77 pc 
Paris 78 62 clr 
Perth 63 37 clr 
Prague 80 61rn 

Rio de Janeiro 78 62 pc 
Rome 91 68 clr 
SanJose 83 69pc 
SanJuan 91 80rn 
San Salvador 89 68pc 
Santiago 68 36pc 
Sao Paulo 65 53 pc 
Sapporo 71 62rn 
Seoul 78 69rn 
Singapore 89 80pc 
Sofia 84 54clr 
Stockholm 71 51rn 
Sydney 64 48 clr 
Taipei 91 78rn 
Tegucigalpa 84 65pc 
Tehran 99 80clr 
Tel Aviv 87 76 pc 
Tokyo 82 73pc 
Turin 85 69rn 
Toronto 75 53 clr 
Tunis 97 79clr 
Valletta 88 66clr 
Vancouver 69 56pc 
Vienna 88 62 pc 
Warsaw 81 54clr 
Zurich 81 61rn 





charged $23 quadrillion 
for pack of cigarettes 


The Associated Press 


MANCHESTER, N.H.— A New Hampshire man says he 
swiped his debit card at a gas station to buy a pack of ciga- 
rettes and was charged more than 23 quadrillion dollars. 

Josh Muszynski checked his account online a few 
hours later and saw the 17-digit number — a stunning 
$23,148,855,308,184,500. 

Muszynski says he spent two hours on the phone with 
Bank of America trying to sort out the string of numbers 
and the $15 overdraft fee. 

The bank corrected the error the next day. 

Bank of America tells WMUR-TV only the card issuer, 
Visa, could answer questions. Visa, in turn, referred ques- 
tions to the bank. 
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Wednesday’s U.S. temperatures 


Casper 80 42 
Charleston, S.C. 88 71 
Charleston, W.Va. 83 57 cdy 
Charlotte, N.C. 87 62 
Chattanooga 90 72 
Cheyenne 83 47 

Chicago 80 65 .68 rn 


City Hi Lo Precip Weather 
Abilene, Tex. 102 77 clr 
Akron, Ohio 77 60 rn 
Albany, N.Y. 73 50 clr 
Albuquerque 98 73 cdy 
Allentown, Pa. 78 51 cdy 
Amarillo 102 74 cdy 
Anchorage 66 50 cdy 
Asheville 81 61 cdy 
Atlanta 89 73 cdy 
Atlantic City 82 57 cdy 


Austin 102 72 clr 


Baltimore 8458 — cdy 
Baton Rouge 93 76 cdy 
Billings 7853  cdy 
Birmingham 92 73 cdy 
Bismarck 76 53 .17 cdy 
Boise 86 62 clr 

Boston 76 62 clr 
Bridgeport 8058  cdy 
Brownsville 95 m mm clr 
Buffalo 73 54 cdy 
Burlington, Vt. 68 52 .03 clr 
Caribou, Maine 68 44 .06 cdy 


cdy 
Eugene 79 49 


Fargo 75 59 .52 clr 
Flagstaff 85 49 
m 


Cleveland 75 60 
Colorado Springs 90 57 
Columbia, S.C. 92 67 
Columbus, Ga. 93 73 
Columbus, Ohio 81 62 
Concord, N.H. 73 50 
Corpus Christi 98 77 
Dallas-Ft Worth 103 81 
Dayton 80 59 
Daytona Beach 88 74 .38 cdy 
Denver 91 55 
Des Moines 84 67 .26 clr 
Detroit 79 62 
Duluth 61 591.36 cdy 
El Paso 105 80 


Fresno 103 72 
Goodland 92 63 .07 cdy 


Great Falls 73 46 .32 cdy 


Helena 74 51 


Honolulu 87 76 
Houston 98 80 


Jackson, Miss. 84 72 .36 cdy 








Jacksonville 91 74 .31 cdy Montgomery 93 75  cdy Richmond 85 61 clr Spokane 75 56 clr 
clr Juneau 73 58 cdy Nashville 89 70 cdy Roanoke 85 59 _~— cdy Springfield, Ill. 80 69 .82 rn 
Evansville 85 70 rn Kansas City 89 75 cdy New Orleans 94 77 cdy Rochester 71 50 cdy Springfield, Mo. 84 73 .35 cdy 
Fairbanks 80 65 = cdy Key West 90 84 cdy New York City 79 63 cdy Rockford 76 67 .55 rn Syracuse 73 54 cdy 
Knoxville 87 67  cdy Newark 83 62 cdy Sacramento 102 68 clr Tallahassee 94 75 rn 
cdy Lake Charles 95 78 = cdy Norfolk, Va. 81 63 clr St Louis 82 73 .27 rn Tampa 89 80 .02 cdy 
Lansing 78 62 rn North Platte 90 56 clr St Petersburg 90 81 cdy Toledo 79 53 rn 
Fort Smith 98 76 cdy Las Vegas 109 86 clr Oklahoma City 103 75 = cdy St Thomas 90 80 .02 clr Topeka 93 70 .14 rn 
Fort Wayne 8159 cdy Lexington 86 70  cdy Omaha 87 64 cdy Salem, Ore. 78 53 clr Tucson 107 82 .01 cdy 
clr Lincoln 92 65 = cdy Orlando 9175 = cdy Salt Lake City 82 56 clr Tulsa 101 81 cdy 
Little Rock 83 73 .13 cdy Paducah 87 74 rn San Angelo 101 78 clr Tupelo 92 74 cdy 
Grand Junction 97 67 clr Los Angeles 85 63 cdy Pendleton 85 52 clr San Antonio 102 77 clr Waco 103 77 clr 
Grand Rapids 78 62 rn Louisville 85 71 cdy Peoria 81 69 .29 cdy San Diego 75 66 cdy Washington, D.C. 85 65 cdy 
Lubbock 102 76 cdy Philadelphia 84 60 cdy San Francisco 88 54 clr W.Palm Beach 90 77 cdy 
Green Bay 80 64 cdy Macon 94 70 .02 cdy Phoenix 114 92 clr San Jose 99 62 clr Wichita 107 78 .01 cdy 
Greensboro, N.C. 85 63 = cdy Madison 75 68 .20 cdy Pittsburgh 79 57 = cdy San Juan, P.R. 91 81 .09 clr Wichita Falls 108 79 clr 
Harrisburg 82 56 = cdy Medford 94 59 clr Pocatello 76 43 clr SantaFe 98 59 cdy Wilkes-Barre 77 50  cdy 
Hartford Spgfld 78 54 clr Memphis 89 78  cdy Portland, Maine 72 53 clr St Ste Marie 75 56 .04 rn Wilmington, Del. 83 56 cdy 
cdy Miami Beach 92 80 cdy Portland, Ore. 79 59 clr Savannah 87 73 cdy Yakima 85 50 clr 
cdy Midland-Odessa 101 74 cdy Providence 77 57 clr Seattle 71 54 clr Youngstown 76 52 cdy 
cdy Milwaukee 80 66 .48 cdy Pueblo 100 63 = cdy Shreveport 98 79 = cdy National temperature extremes 
Huntsville 91 73 cdy Mpls-St Paul 80 65 .04 cdy Raleigh-Durham 88 63 clr Sioux City 87 62 clr High: Tues., 120, Death Valley, 
Indianapolis 81 67 rn Missoula 77 49 clr Rapid City 8149 cdy Sioux Falls 85 60 clr Calif. 
Mobile 89 751.41 cdy Reno 92 65 South Bend 80 66 cdy Low: Wed., 31, Stanley, Idaho 


Advertise your car, truck, motorcycle, 
boat, or bicycle in Stripes free! 
No charge! On us! 
Up to 7 lines of copy for 21days - free! 
Call Classified today at 229-3276 
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i or e-mail us at classifieds@pstripes.osd.mil. 
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Chaplain read into hit count 


Did I read this right? One of our de- 
ployed chaplains feels compelled to do a 
search for “gay” hits on Stars and Stripes’ 
Web site and then come to the bizarre 
conclusion that Stripes may be illegally 
operating outside of the bounds of a First 
Amendment newspaper by publishing 
what he sees as a pro-gay agenda without 
adequate counterpoint (“Stripes content 
has pro-gay bias,” letter, July 9)? 

Just for statistical comparison, “Jesus” 
has “gay” beat on Stripes’ search engine 
by 398 to 301 (also with little or no coun- 
terpoint), but I don’t think this means the 
paper is pushing a pro-Jesus agenda. 

The chaplain quotes the Stripes ombuds- 
man, but further reading tells him that 
Stripes cannot normally print its own edi- 
torials, which helps to provide a safeguard 
from censorship or propaganda by the 
Pentagon, which subsidizes Stripes. Thus, 
no editorial slant favoring the chaplain’s 
anti-pro-gay-intelligent-discussion agenda 
will be coming anytime soon. 

Master Sgt. Jeffrey L. Thompson 
(retired) 
RAF Alconbury, England 


‘Best’ alternatives to TV 


In recent editions of Stars and Stripes 
there were complaints about program- 
ming on various television stations, in- 
cluding American Forces Network, CNN, 
Fox New Channel and others. Some alter- 
natives were discussed, but unfortunately 
the best ones weren’t. 

Why not go outside and take a walk, or 
talk with friends? 

Invite someone to have a drink or play 
a game. 

Hit the gym for another half hour of 
physical training (you Know you could use 
it). 

Better yet, you could go to the library and 
check out a book. Whether you’re looking 
for entertainment, education or enlighten- 
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Tell us what you think 


Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on 
editorials and columns that are published in the 
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor- 
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must 
be signed, and must include the writer’s address or 
base and telephone number. Please limit all letters 
to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit letters for 
length, taste and clarity. 
Send your letters to: 
U.S. mail: 

Readers’ Forum 

Stars and Stripes 

Unit 45002 Minato-ku 

APO AP 96338-5002 Tokyo 106-0032 
Via fax from Japan: 03-3408-8936; 

DSN 229-3271 

Via fax from outside Japan: 

[Country code +81] 3-3408-8936; 

DSN 229-3271 

E-mail: letters@pstripes.osd.mil 


International mail: 
Stars and Stripes 
Roppongi 





ment, you can find it in books. With the ad- 
vent of the Internet after television, books 
are too frequently ignored. 

The benefits of reading cannot be over- 
estimated: It can help you improve your 
body, your mind and your soul. Books are 
portable and durable. They don’t need bat- 
teries and they don’t wear out. You can buy 
them cheap, and rent them for free! Share 
one with a friend and start a conversation. 

Don’t bother changing the channel. 
Don’t argue with the talking heads. Turn 
off the TV. 

Think and live for yourself. It’s really 
fun! 

Dr. (Maj.) Daniel T. O’Connor 
Al Udeid Air Base, Qatar 


AFN ‘appears’ to be center 


To imply or rant that “AF'N appears Fox- 
heavy” (letter, July 7) is so whiny, so-0-o 
20th century. Look at American Forces 
Network’s broad prime-time news sched- 
ule and then realize the top 10 cable news 
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programs in the States are Fox programs. 
Fox and CNN are represented pretty fair. 
Honestly, though, CNN is blanketed on 
prime time. 

AFN selects the most popular U.S. 
shows/news for AFN prime time, albeit 
MSNBC’s ratings are at the bottom in the 
U.S. and frankly, reasonably so. People 
aren’t stupid. 

Many acknowledge CNN has a left-of- 
moderate news platform. Plus CNN is 
owned by parent monopoly company Time 
Warner, which is also connected to (left 
Ted Turner, former head of Time Warner’s 
cable network’s) Turner Broadcasting 
System Inc. Fox News Channel at least has 
articulate representation (not selective) 
from the far left as well as conservatives 
to present or defend their views. And that’s 
what the people want news-wise (and AFN 
moderately presents). 

The inconvenient truth and common 
knowledge is that MSNBC is pure Demo- 
left political propaganda in its “news” 
reporting, which manifests its blindingly 
biased “news” regurgitation from the 
fascist left pollution and “liberal” dema- 
gogues, thus earning its rock-bottom cable 
ratings. 

Like so many Saul Alinsky monks, Demo 
news anchors follow radical political news 
propaganda tenets. Liberal talking heads 
will insult, are intellectually insulting and 
[use] ad hominem [arguments that ad- 
dress] the individual and not the issues. 

“Liberal” hypocrite blowhards, like 
Keith Olbermann’s continually insulting 
our former president and his lascivious- 
ness of Bill O’Reilly and Rachel Maddow’s 
Pecksniffian bilge are political infotain- 
ment rather than an open discussion of op- 
positional perspectives. 

Joseph Goebbels said, “You cannot have 
a good government without good propa- 
ganda.” Well, the Democratic Party has 
the U.S. mass media for its political biol- 
ogy, but not AFN. 

Philip Stouder 
Nuremberg, Germany 


Time for U.S. to put pressure on Honduras 


Los Angeles Times editorial 


e facto, interim or congressionally 

installed — no matter the qualifier 

— Roberto Micheletti is not the pres- 
ident of Honduras. Manuel Zelaya is, and 
like him or not, the man who was ousted in 
a military-civilian coup on June 28 should 
be returned to Tegucigalpa to finish the last 
months of his term. ... 

The Obama administration was right to 
let Latin America take the lead in resolving 
the Honduran crisis, first through the Orga- 
nization of American States and, after Zela- 
ya’s failed attempt to return home, through 
the mediation efforts of Costa Rica’s Nobel 
Peace Prize-winning president, Oscar 
Arias. But ... the clock is ticking. [Venezu- 
elan President Hugo] Chavez has expressed 
doubts about the Arias negotiations, and Ze- 
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laya is threatening another return — a move 
that could put his life and others’ at risk. It’s 
time the United States put more superpower 
pressure on the Honduran establishment. 
Obama has stated clearly that tossing 
Zelaya out of the country by military force 
was illegal, and the U.S. has put a “pause” 
on tens of millions of dollars in aid. Venezu- 
ela has cut oil shipments, and the OAS has 
suspended Honduras, but none of that has 
ended the standoff. Micheletti and company 
seem to believe that if they can shoulder the 
hardships until November elections, all will 
be forgiven. Not so. The Obama administra- 
tion needs to make it clear now that elec- 
tions held under those conditions will not 
be regarded as legitimate. ... Meanwhile, 
the U.S. should consider imposing sanctions 
on individuals involved with the coup.... It 
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could also ... recall the U.S. ambassador. 

Negotiations are the only solution, and we 
hope that all of Latin America will throw 
its support behind Arias to return Zelaya 
to the presidency. Zelaya should give up on 
his proposed referendum to tamper with 
the constitution and on the idea of extend- 
ing presidential term limits, in exchange 
for Micheletti leaving office. Both sides, 
it seems, are going to need guarantees of 
amnesty. Failure to return to constitutional 
order would send a signal ... that once again 
political problems can be solved with an old- 
style coup. ... For Honduras, it would mean 
protracted social conflict, the erosion of the 
legitimacy of government institutions and 
.. demand for a constitutional assembly of 
the sort the elites had hoped to stave off 
with a coup. 


By GARRY TRUDEAU 
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A moment to honor ist Lt. Brian Bradshaw 


By JAMES ADAIR AND PAUL RILEY 


n July 5, The Washington Post pub- 
lished a letter from Martha Gillis 


of Springfield, Va., whose nephew, 
1st Lt. Brian Bradshaw, was killed in Af- 
ghanistan on June 25, the day that Mi- 
chael Jackson died. The letter criticized 
the extensive media coverage of Jackson’s 
death compared with the brief coverage 
of Lt. Bradshaw’s death. Among the re- 
sponses was the following letter, written 
July 9 by an Air National Guard pilot and 
a fellow member of the crew that flew Lt. 
Bradshaw’s body from a forward base in 
Afghanistan to Bagram Air Base. Capt. 
James Adair, one of the plane’s pilots, 
asked the editorial page staff to forward 
the letter to the Bradshaw family. He and 
Brian Bradshaw’s parents then agreed to 
publication of these excerpts, which first 
appeared in The Post. 


Dear Bradshaw Family, 

We were crew members on the C-130 
that flew in to pick up Lt. Brian Bradshaw 
after he was killed. We are Georgia Air Na- 
tional Guardsmen deployed to Afghanistan 
for Operation Enduring Freedom. We sup- 
port the front-line troops by flying them 
food, water, fuel, ammunition and just 
about anything they need to fight. On occa- 
sion we have the privilege to begin the final 
journey home for our fallen troops. Below 
are the details to the best of our memory 
about what happened after Brian’s death. 


We landed using night-vision goggles. 
Because of the blackout conditions, it 
seemed as if it was the darkest part of the 
night. As we turned off the runway to po- 
sition our plane, we saw what appeared to 
be hundreds of soldiers from Brian’s com- 
pany standing in formation in the dark- 
ness. Once we were parked, members of 
his unit asked us to shut down our engines. 
This is not normal operating procedure for 
that location. We are to Keep the aircraft’s 
power on in case of maintenance or con- 
cerns about the hostile environment. The 
plane has an extremely loud self-contained 
power unit. Again, we were asked whether 
there was any way to turn that off for the 
ceremony that was going to take place. 
We readily complied after one of our crew 
members was able to find a power cart 
nearby. Another aircraft that landed after 
us was asked to do the same. We were able 
to shut down and keep lighting in the back 
of the aircraft, which was the only light in 
the surrounding area. We configured the 
back of the plane to receive Brian and hur- 
ried off to stand in the formation as he was 
carried aboard. 

Brian’s whole company had marched 
to the site with their colors flying prior to 
our arrival. His platoon lined both sides 
of our aircraft’s ramp while the rest were 
standing behind them. As the ambulance 
approached, the formation was called to 
attention. As Brian passed the formation, 
members shouted “Present arms” and ev- 
eryone saluted. The salute was held until 


he was placed inside the aircraft and then 
the senior commanders, the sergeant major 
and the chaplain spoke a few words. 

Afterward, we prepared to take off and 
head back to our base. His death was so 
sudden that there was no time to complete 
the paperwork needed to transfer him. We 
were only given his name, Lt. Brian Brad- 
shaw. With that we accepted the transfer. 
Members of Brian’s unit approached us 
and thanked us for coming to get him and 
helping with the ceremony. They explained 
what happened and how much his loss was 
felt. Everyone we talked to spoke well of 
him — his character, his accomplishments 
and how well they liked him. Before closing 
up the back of the aircraft, one of Brian’s 
men, with tears running down his face, 
said, “That’s my platoon leader, please take 
care of him.” 

We taxied back on the runway, and, as 
we began rolling for takeoff, I looked to my 
right. Brian’s platoon had not moved from 
where they were standing in the darkness. 
As we rolled past, his men saluted him one 
more time; their way to honor him one last 
time as best they could. We will never for- 
get this. 

We completed the short flight back to Ba- 
gram Air Base. After landing, we began to 
gather our things. As they carried Brian to 
the waiting vehicle, the people in the area, 
unaware of our mission, stopped what they 
were doing and snapped to attention. Those 
of us on the aircraft did the same. Four sol- 
diers who had flown back with us lined the 


Wrapping my head around ‘My son, 


By Pat SAPERSTEIN 


fter we celebrated the Fourth of July 

with a family barbecue, my 18-year- 

ld son, Sam, shipped out for Marine 

Corps boot camp in San Diego. The idea 

of having a son in the military still seems 
strange, but I’m starting to get used to it. 

When Sam first announced his decision, 
it seemed mystifying that my not-terribly 
athletic, bookish son would decide that 
what he wanted most of all was to be a 
Marine. My friends were shocked and of- 
fered plenty of advice — he should see a 
psychologist; he should consider the Navy; 
did I realize how underhanded the recruit- 
ers could be? But Sam never had an easy 
time at school, and he wasn’t interested in 
college, at least straight out of high school. 
He wanted to be a Marine, period. Since he 
was a toddler, he’s been fiercely stubborn, 
a child who did exactly what he wanted 
without much interest in the approval of 
teachers or parents. 

For years, he read up on World War II 
and the Vietnam War and devoured war 
novels and fighter plane encyclopedias, 
though he had little use for history classes 
at school. It didn’t occur to me what his 
hobby might lead to. We didn’t know a sin- 
gle person who served in any branch of the 
military, other than the grandfathers who 
fought in World War II. 

In some circles, Sam’s decision might 
have seemed practical, even heroic. But in 
our liberal, anti-war sphere, his desire to 
enlist was met with shock — even hostility. 
I wasn’t surprised at our friends’ reactions 
— after all, Sam’s dad and I were initially 
opposed. We talked to him about the risks 
he would face, the unyielding obedience he 
would need to summon. We spent the last 
year trying to inject some reality into his 
somewhat idealized vision of the military 
but his mind would not be changed. 

As the parent of a high-schooler, I had to 
answer the same question at every social 
event: “What is your son doing about col- 
lege?” That was a hard question, because 
though I didn’t agree with him, it was still 
his choice, one he felt strongly about. 





Often the reaction was pity or even anger. 
A friend with anarchist leanings pleaded 
with me to get him counseling. One mother 
stated firmly that she felt her job as a par- 
ent was to raise her daughter so that there 
would be no chance she would ever join the 
military. A few people warned that even 
though he had selected a noncombat job 
category, the Marines might still require 
him to face combat. Was that supposed to 
make me feel better? Because it didn’t. 

Once I got over my initial reticence and 
started talking to other parents about his 
choice, I found out that Sam wasn’t the only 
kid we knew who was interested in the mil- 
itary. One boy had nearly joined up but was 
derailed when he got a mononucleosis-like 
illness. A colleague’s nephew — a British 
citizen — was accepted into the Marines. 
Another friend’s son decided to become an 
Army medic even though he was nearly 
finished with college. 

My son passed his high school equiva- 
lency exam last summer and signed his 
enlistment papers in the fall, with the 
understanding that he would be inducted 
after completing a year of community col- 
lege. The decision seemed to agree with 


him. After years of never really getting 
with the program, years of endless strug- 
gles over toothbrushing and homework, he 
changed in the months after enlisting. 

The bedroom that had been the typical 
teen vortex of dirty plates glued to gaming 
magazines was suddenly organized and 
vacuumed. For the first time ever, home- 
work was getting done and chores accom- 
plished, at least some of the time. Despite 
weekly karate classes, he had started the 
year with the typical gamer’s pudge. Now 
he woke early on Saturdays for physical 
training with the recruiter. He watched his 
diet, joined the Y and got the highest score 
in his bodybuilding class. 

It seemed like he was ready for basic 
training, but we were still worried about 
what would come after. 

Sam selected aircraft information sys- 
tems as his job (which, thankfully, involves 
an entire year of training in mellow Athens, 
Ga.), and he says if the Marines need him 
to go into combat, he’ll do what is asked of 
him. Of course I’m worried about Afghani- 
stan, tanks, injuries, psychological scars ... 
but worrying hardly seems productive. 

So he’ll be an unconventional Marine: 


ramp once again and saluted as he passed 
by. We went back to post-flight duties only 
after he was driven out of sight. 

Later that day, there was another cer- 
emony. It was Bagram’s way to pay trib- 
ute. Senior leadership and other personnel 
from all branches lined the path that Brian 
was to take to be placed on the airplane fly- 
ing him out of Afghanistan. A detail of sol- 
diers, with their weapons, lined either side 
of the ramp just as his platoon did hours 
before. A band played as he was carried 
past the formation and onto the waiting 
aircraft. Again, men and women stood at 
attention and saluted as Brian passed by. 
Another service was performed after he 
was placed on the aircraft. 

For one brief moment, the war stopped to 
honor Lt. Brian Bradshaw. This is the case 
for all of the fallen in Afghanistan. It is our 
way of recognizing the sacrifice and loss of 
our brothers and sisters in arms. Though 
there may not have been any media cover- 
age, Brian’s death did not go unnoticed. You 
are not alone with your grief. We mourn 
Brian’s loss and celebrate his life with you. 
Brian is a true hero, and he will not be for- 
gotten by those who served with him. 

We hope knowing the events that hap- 
pened after Brian’s death can provide you 
some comfort. 

Sincerely, 

Capt. James Adair 

Master Sgt. Paul Riley 

GA ANG 774 EAS Deployed 


the Marine’ 


full of historical facts but short on street 
smarts, a noncombatant in a branch known 
for combat, a kid from a liberal family 
who’s going to miss Zankou chicken. ... 

It wasn’t until I started chatting online 
with a childhood friend just a week be- 
fore Sam’s ship date that I started to make 
peace with my son’s decision to face war. 
My friend’s 20-year-old son recently de- 
cided to immigrate to Israel, where he will 
be required to serve in the Israeli army. 
“College is a joke if you’re not into it,” my 
friend wrote. “Just an expensive waysta- 
tion for bored kids.” 

“It’s the first lesson in learning to release 
them,” he typed. “To let them do what they 
feel passionate about.” And then: “Entering 
the military and serving your country is a 
lost art among us privileged Angelenos.” 

I closed the little message box on the 
computer feeling a little less guilty that I 
should have done more to stop Sam, and 
maybe even a little proud of my son for 
being willing to try something that is com- 
pletely foreign to us privileged Angelenos. 





Pat Saperstein is a senior editor at Variety and 
editor of the blog EatingLA.com. This column first 
appeared in the Los Angeles Times. 
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Now she’s yelling! 
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SOMeONE Tart 
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Woman sentenced 
in murder plot 


WILLIAMS- 

BURG — The 
founder of a women’s ad- 
vocacy group has been 
sentenced to eight years 
in prison for a plot to 
kill her son’s father and 
the father’s wife. 

Judge Samuel T. 
Powell III called 
Caren Taylor Press- 
ley Brown’s actions “outrageous” 
during a sentencing hearing in 
Williamsburg-James City County 
Court. 

Brown had pleaded guilty in 
March to two counts of attempted 
capital murder. 

Powell sentenced the Richmond 
woman to 40 years but suspended 
32 years of the term. 

State police say Brown tried to 
hire someone to kill Steven Crosby 
of Warrenton and his wife. 

She was arrested last August in 
a sting operation. 

She founded Children Without a 
Voice, a Richmond nonprofit that 
advocates on behalf of women who 
have lost their children to abusive 
spouses. 


Houston police shoot, 
kill armed naked man 


HOUSTON — Houston 

police fatally shot an 
armed, naked man who point- 
ed a gun at officers outside a 
substation. 

No officers were injured in the 
confrontation. 

KTRK-TV reports several 911 
calls were received about some- 
one driving erratically and firing 
a gun out a car window before a 
vehicle rammed through a police 
security gate. 

An autopsy will be done. 


Club owner accused 


of thwarting probe 
Ay BOSTON — The co- 
owner of a Boston night- 


club has been indicted on criminal 
charges for allegedly trying to 
thwart an investigation into a shoot- 
ing outside his establishment. 

Prosecutors say Shawn Donovan 
of Billerica told a photographer in- 
side the Revolution Rock Bar early 
on New Year’s Day 2006 to destroy 
images that showed the shooting 
suspect in the club, including one 
that showed Donovan and the sus- 
pect together. 

He also allegedly told police 
that he did not know the suspect, 
identified as Mario Mendez, even 
though prosecutors say they are 
well-acquainted. 


‘Compliment guys’ take 
10-city tour in July 


[ WEST LAFAYETTE 

— Two Purdue University 
students who’ve attracted national 
attention by shouting flattering 
comments at complete strangers 
are taking their feel-good act on 
tour. 

Cameron Brown and Brett West- 
cott will begin their 10-city tour 
Monday in New Orleans as part of 
Kodak’s BrightSide Tour. 

Their road show ends July 
31 in Rochester, N.Y., Kodak’s 
hometown. 

Brown and Westcott earned the 
nickname “the compliment guys” 
for the flattering comments they 
began shouting at passing class- 
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mates in March outside a building 
on Purdue’s campus. 

They gained an Internet follow- 
ing after news stories appeared 
about their complimentary ways. 

The pair, who’ll be juniors at 
Purdue this fall, say the money 
they earn from their tour will help 
pay their college expenses. 


Missing cleaning 
woman’s body ID’d 


NEW YORK — A body 

found in a skyscraper’s 
air-conditioning duct was offi- 
cially identified by the city’s medi- 
cal examiner as that of a missing 
cleaning woman. 

Police found the body of Eridania 
Rodriguez after discovering blood 
leaking from a ventilation shaft at 
the building near the World Trade 
Center. 

She had been bound and gagged 
and had a gold crucifix taped to 
her mouth, police said. 

Her identity was confirmed, said 
the medical examiner’s spokes- 
woman, Ellen Borakove. 

An autopsy determined that Ro- 
driguez was asphyxiated by tape 
applied to her head and face. 

Police said the investigation 
remains open and that no arrests 
have been made. 

Rodriguez, 46, was the mother of 
three and the sister of professional 
bodybuilder Victor Martinez. 


Catastrophe avoided 


Capt. Tim Flack carries one of 
two cats rescued from a fire at 
the Meadowbrook Village apart- 
ment complex in Ann Arbor, Mich. 
The cats were given oxygen and 
cleaned up. The blaze gutted the 
apartment. 







a A 2 Law allows 
=> guns in bars 


PHOENIX 
— Arizonans 
with concealed weapons 
permits will be allowed to 
take a handgun into bars 
and restaurants that serve 
alcohol under a bill signed by 

Gov. Jan Brewer. 

The measure, backed by 

» the National Rifle Associa- 

tion, will require bar and res- 
taurant owners who want to ban 
weapons on the premises to post a 
no-guns sign next to the business’ 
liquor license. 

Drinking while carrying a weap- 
on would be illegal. 

Before a compromise reached 
late in the Legislature’s regular 
session, the measure pitted power- 
ful groups representing gun and 
bar owners against each other. 


Groups ponder same-sex 
marriage on 2010 ballot 


KA LOS) ANGELES _ De- 
WFAA spite insisting just a few 
months ago that they wanted to 
go back to the ballot in 2010 to try 
to amend the state constitution to 
allow gay marriage, many of Cali- 
fornia’s gay rights groups now say 
that is too soon. 

They worry about raising the 
millions needed to run a campaign 
and suggest that the job of chang- 
ing enough voters’ minds on same- 
sex marriage might take longer 
than 12 months. 

“Going back to the ballot ... in 
2010 would be rushed and risky,” 
read a joint statement issued by 
three gay rights groups and signed 
by more than two dozen other 
groups and individuals. 


Firm seeks return of 
$14M in poker winnings 


WASHINGTON — A pay- 

ment processor who han- 
dles the accounts of online poker 
players wants a judge to order the 
return of about $14 million that the 
company says was seized by the 
federal government. 

Account Services Corp. of San 
Diego asked a federal judge there 
to order the government to return 
the money, which the company 
says was seized from two Califor- 
nia banks. The company argues in 
a filing that the money was seized 
illegally. 

An advocacy group for online 
poker, The Poker Players Alliance, 
says the money is part of the $30 
million recently frozen by the fed- 
eral government from payment 
processors. 


Intoxicated intruder 
enticed by bottle of beer 


ME BAR HARBOR — Po- 


lice say a homeowner 
in Maine used a beer to entice an 
intoxicated intruder to leave. The 
intruder apparently didn’t realize 
that it was a nonalcoholic beer. 

Bar Harbor police say the ho- 
meowner awoke early to find 22- 
year-old Scott Cote in the bedroom 
and used the beer to convince him 
to carry on. Police say they found 
Cote breaking into cars a short 
time later and arrested him after 
he fled into some woods. 

Police arrested Cote on charges 
of burglary, criminal mischief, op- 
erating a motor vehicle after revo- 
cation and violating the conditions 
of release. 
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Surfers ride waves on Ocean 
Beach in San Francisco. 


Surf is detinitely up 





Bowser keeps an eye on Belgian 
workhorses on their Amish farm 
in Middlefield, Ohio. 


Not a bad job for a dog 





Anna Shewmaker, 14, is one of 
about a dozen ArtsStart summer 
interns who are creating a public 
mural at ArtScraps on St. Clair Avenue in St. Paul, Minn. The five-week 
course runs students through the ins and outs of being a professional 
artist. 


Learning to struggle 
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Dan Doubleday of Saint Petersburg, Fla., works on a demonstration 
sand sculpture for the annual New England Sand Sculpting Festival on 
Revere Beach in Revere, Mass. 
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Heading out to sea 


The barque Europa, of the Neth- 
erlands, departs Boston following 
Sail Boston. 
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Ten-year-old Kasey Roper’s hair flies as 

she spins in the bucket at the Children’s 
Park Playground near the Port Orchard, 
Wash., marina. She is visiting from Virginia. 


Buckets of fun | 


>, Ya a Ls 

A girl timidly approaches a 20-foot-long basking shark on Gilgo Beach 
Beached shark on New York’s Long Island. The shark, estimated to weigh 2,000 
pounds, washed ashore on the town beach a few miles east of Jones 
Beach. Officials said that after an autopsy the shark will be buried in nearby dunes on the beach. 












Man accuses tycoon 
of theft at family home 


OK OKLAHOMA CITY — 


As a youngster, Texas oil 
tycoon T. Boone Pickens scratched 
his name in wet concrete in the 
driveway of his grandmother’s 
Oklahoma house. 

Now the man who owns the cen- 
tury-old home is pursuing theft 
and vandalism charges against 
the 81-year-old billionaire, saying 
workers for Pickens came to the 
house recently without permission 
and removed the concrete slab 
with the well-known name. 

David McCart, who bought the 
two-story, 17-room home in Hold- 
enville nearly 20 years ago — part- 
ly because of Pickens’ signature 
— said he went to the property 
to mow the grass on June 22 and 
noticed the 3-by-5-foot slab was 
missing. 

“Tt’s really the arrogance of it 
that bothers me,” McCart said. 
“They just cut the whole section 
out.” 

Jay Rosser, a spokesman for 
Pickens, said the section of con- 
crete was removed when Pickens 
was in town recently to inspect 
enhancements to a family plot at a 
local cemetery. 


Ex-VMI cadet indicted on 
charges of rape, sodomy 


V LEXINGTON — A for- 
mer Virginia Military In- 
stitute cadet has been indicted on 
charges of sexually assaulting a 
female classmate at the school. 

A Rockbridge County Circuit 
Court grand jury returned indict- 
ments charging Stephen J. Lloyd 
of Mason Neck with rape and 
sodomy. 

The woman testified at a prelim- 
inary hearing that Lloyd assaulted 
her in a campus storage room in 
late March. 

This is the first time that a male 
cadet has faced charges of assault- 
ing a female classmate since VMI 
began admitting women in 1997. 


Suspected kidnapper 
leaves ATM card at scene 


ROCK SPRINGS 

— Deputies say a man 
suspected of kidnapping a woman 
used an ATM card with his name 
on it to pop open a lock at her Wyo- 
ming home, and then left the card 
behind. 

Sweetwater County authorities 
say Martin Joseph Adams, 20, was 
arrested on suspicion of kidnap- 
ping, battery and burglary. 

Authorities say the woman and 
her boyfriend were sleeping when 
Adams allegedly broke in, fought 
with the man and then hoisted the 
screaming woman onto his shoul- 
der and left. 

Investigators say they tracked 
Adams to his residence where they 
found him and the woman, who 
had suffered severe bruises. 


Former police chief 
sentenced for stalking 


IVI E DOVER-FOXCROFT — 
The former police chief 
in Milo has pleaded no contest to 
stalking his estranged wife. 
Michael Poulin, 54, has been 
sentenced to 10 days in jail on that 
charge, plus a charge of improper 
influence. 
Poulin had been indicted for 
domestic violence assault but that 
charge was dismissed as part of a 
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plea bargain, prosecutor R. Chris- 
topher Almy said. 

Town officials suspended Pou- 
lin with pay pending the outcome 
of the investigation. Poulin, hired 
as police chief in 2006, resigned. 


Motorist dies driving 
over Grand Canyon edge 


GRAND CANYON NA- 

TIONAL PARK — Au- 
thorities are investigating the 
death of a man who drove over the 
edge of the Grand Canyon. 

Grand Canyon National Park 
spokeswoman Shannan Marcak 
says rescue personnel found the 
vehicle and the body of a male 
about 600 feet below the South 
Rim. 

The National Park Service is 
investigating. 


Counties plan appeal to 
Indian cigarette ruling 


AUBURN — Local of- 

ficials say they’ll appeal 
a court decision that allows the 
Cayuga Indian Nation to resume 
selling untaxed cigarettes at two 
tribal stores in central New York. 

The Appellate Division in Man- 
hattan recently reversed a state 
judge who blocked the sales at the 
LakeSide Trading stores in Union 
Springs and Seneca Falls. 

Local authorities raided the 
stores in November, saying they 
were violating state law by sell- 
ing cigarettes without charging 
the required tax. The counties 
claimed $485,000 in state excise 
taxes went unpaid. 

The Cayugas say they’re exempt 
from collecting the taxes because 
their businesses are protected by 
their sovereign nation status. 


Funeral home closed 
over corpse mutilation 


& COLUMBIA — A South 
Carolina judge has or- 
dered the closing of a funeral home 
where a worker cut the legs off a 
body so it would fit in a casket. 

Judge Deborah Durden upheld 
last month’s decision by the state 
Funeral Board to revoke the li- 
cense of Cave Funeral Home and 
owner Michael Cave. 

Cave admitted in an administra- 
tive court that his Allendale fu- 
neral home cut the legs off 6-foot-7 
James Hines five years ago and 
did not tell his family. Cave said he 
didn’t want grieving relatives to 
suffer more. 


Moratorium sought 
on depleted uranium 


U SALT LAKE CITY — An 

environmental group will 
make its case for a moratorium on 
the disposal of depleted uranium 
in Utah. 

The radioactive waste watchdog 
group Healthy Environment Alli- 
ance of Utah will tell the state’s ra- 
diation control board that no more 
depleted uranium should come 
into the state until the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission finishes 
studying whether its current rules 
are adequate. 

Meanwhile, EnergySolutions 
Inc. will tell the board why it be- 
lieves it can safely dispose of the 
material at its facility about 70 
miles west of Salt Lake City. 

Depleted uranium is unique 
from other low-level radioactive 
waste because it becomes more 
radioactive over time. 





Stories and photos from wire services 
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Horoscope 


Good news for all the writers out 
there who just know they have a novel 
in them or playwrights who want to 
see their work performed: And if you 
have a screenplay knocking around 
your noggin, get out your pen, or bet 
ter yet, screenwriting software. Mercu- 
ry slips into Leo and will be 
there until Aug. 2, cheering 
on creative efforts. 


TODAY’S BIRTHDAY 
(JULY 17). You'll be a in- 
spiration to others this year 
and all you have to do is 
follow your heart's dictates. 
What you enjoy also brings 
happiness to those around 
you. A struggle ends in Au- 
gust. Loved ones reunite in 
October. January brings a 
business boom. Investments 
double in March. Wedding bells ring 


in May. Virgo and Pisces adore you. 
ARIES (March 21-April 19). 


You are a brilliant interpreter. You get 
the essence of things, the feeling and 
intention behind them — not just their 
literal meaning. You will turn a vague 
plan into a precise series of actions. 


TAURUS (April 20-May 20). 
You really believe that we can all get 
along. That's why you will be slow to 
take offense and you'll encourage oth- 
ers to find a peaceful, tolerant solution 
to their problems as well. 


GEMINI (May 21-June 21). 
That cantankerous person in your life 
simply doesn’t have enough to do. 
You can't give this person a purpose, 
but you can offer up a juicy piece of 
busy work to distract him or her from 
the exhausting habit of fault finding. 


CANCER (June 22-July 22). 
The people around you are a little 
distracted, so don't take it personally. 
Use it as an excuse to spoil yourself 
while no one is looking. Then you 
won't mind when others fall short of 
the quality of attention you usually ex- 
pect from them. 


LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). What 
good is a collection if it’s tucked away 
somewhere you can’t appreciate? 
Decide now whether to take it out of 


y 


PSE Ey ve A] 


Holiday 





storage and display it, or get rid of 
it. Either way, you'll feel lighter and 
brighter. 


VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). 
Share what you know with those 
who will benefit from the information. 
Though they might not be in the place 
just yet where they can comprehend 
what you are saying, it all will click 
when the time is right. 


LIBRA (Sept. 23- 
Oct. 23). Contribute to 
your team spirit. Lead by 
example. Make conces- 
sions in order to promote 
good will. You will all ar- 
rive at the goal together 
through = compromise 
and cooperation. 


SCORPIO —_ (Oct. 
24-Nov. 21). Root 
for the underdog — the 
one who has more heart 
than experience, more 
guts than wisdom. You'll get in touch 
with your own courage by witnessing 
someone else overcome his or her 
struggle. 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21). Your open mind allows you to 
continue growing and moving with 
the times. Conclusions are in the mak- 
ing. While talking through a situation 
with a friend, you will discover what 
you really think about it. 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19). You made some projections 
early in the year and at this point, 
you're not too far from where you 
thought you'd be. This is cause for cel- 
ebration. After you reward yourself, 
make new projections. 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). 
Place your admiration where it is well 
deserved. Those who haven't worked 
for their status in life will have little to 
teach you. If you're going to model 
yourself after someone, be sure that 
person is a self-made individual. 


PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). 
Human connection is something that’s 
taught. Try not to blame a person for 
being socially inept. If you must find 
fault, find fault with the behavior, not 
the person. Those who know better 
will do better. 


Mathis 
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SUDOKU 





Difficulty: Very Hard 


Fill in the boxes 

so that each row, 
column and 3-by-3 
square includes the 
digits 1 through 9. 

For solution, tips and 
computer program, 
see www.sudoku.com 


Yesterday’s solution 


a : ae > J 
; : 
4613 2 Gi3 5 7 
. 7 Ti? . 

+ 4+—__-— 
s a4 ~ P ¢ 
2 zi6 ¢ ' 9 
' Mié « oie 
o—4 . 
43 1 Si7 @ 
: 
B82? 317 si 
’ «© mise 4 
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Beetle Bailey 


Candorville Get Fuzzy 


Knight Life Meaning of Lila 


Baldo 


Other Coast 


Dilbert 


“STARS AND STRIPES? 


LISTEN/ THERE'S 
A WESTERN 
MEAPOWLARK! 


HOW DO 
YOU Saw 









HA HA! YOUR 


AF 









TICKLE 7! 
YOURE 


OBVIOUSLY 
CONCUSS ED | 
YOU RE 
CONFUSING 
TICKLING 
WITH PAIN! 







LITTLE PAWS 


Stor 
LAUGHING 4 
ARE TICKLE | 


WHY ARE YOU 
LAUGHING 7% 








by URS. Ing, WW COR CS. COM 


WHEN IKAQ INVADED QUE 
HOMELAND AND ALL SEEMED 
LOST, WE VOLUNTEERED TO 
WALK ARM IN ARM THROUGH 
ITS MINEFIELDS TO CLEAR 
THE WAY FOR OUR SOLDIERS. 
WE ARE NOBLE PROTECTORS 
OF OUR PEOPLE. 


20, WHAT EXACTLY 
PO You BabiT 
MEMBERS DOF 


WWW. CANBORVILLE.COM 


earcom THITTER or T&S ORVILLE 


WE ARE PROUD SONG OF 
THE REVOLUTION OF ‘74! 


GURE GUYS DON'T SHOW 
: MUCH CHEST HWAIK.. 


PLEASE CALL Me RICHARD 
WHAT ARE YOU UP TO? 


JUST HANGING 
OUT WITH. WITH... 


Hi, LILA, 6002 TO 
$00 YOU HERE AGAIN. 
You. TOO, Ue. Fine. 


Qh my goadness!! 
nar ae You 
Boing About rt? 


Someone posted a 
Sake Facelook 
porle aooyt me)! 


a | 


Tae aati conan 
early Prarie eee 
z aes 


wera kel Qhililecorne scin 


koe! knightidecomir co 
@eocg € Kn ghsGisl. by US. lec 


THAT WAS LIKE 20 YEARS 
AGO. WHAT ABOUT LATELY? 





WE MURDER OUR OWN PEOPLE, 
MAKE SURE THEIR SKIRTS 
AREN'T TOO SHORT, MAKE 


Teor Eel. Die] b, TAS 


TOO 
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YOU HAVE 
BIRD CALLER 
1.B.@ 


UNDERESTIMATE 
THE DANGER 
OF CHEST 





T PRETEND IT VONT 
KNOW HER NAME. 


Von gonna ask me. 


TTS OUR PATHETIC 
LITTLE GAME. 


“fo~ be my frien! 
( sound (eally coal!) 


: 
S 
S 
: 
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WAY COMICS. SEAT 





MY MOTHER ALWAYS 
SERVES LENGUA 
CASSEROLE! 


NO WAY! 1S 
THIS LENGUA 
CASSEROLE? 


wa gocemics.cor/batde 
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pew. baldecomics. com fblo 


TWAS FOUND IN A 


CITY PARK. | WAS 
Livi LIZED AND 
RELOCATED BACK TO 
THE WOODS. 


THEN | WAS CAUGHT 
RUMMAGING THROUGH 
AGARBAGE CAN BEHIND 
A HOUSE, [WAS 
TRANQUILIZED AND 
RELOCATED 
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MORDAC, THE PREVENTER 
OF INFORMATION 
SERVICES. 


MAY I USE THIS 
LAPTOP THAT NO ONE 


NO, BUT YOU CAN 
HAVE MY OLD PIZZA 
BOx WHILE YOU 
WATERBOARD YOUR— 
SELF IN YOUR OUN 


ELSE IS USING? 


www.dilbert.com scottadams@acl.com 
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HELP 
an). fal 


I GUESS 
THAT'S 
BETTER 
THAN 
NOTHING. 


I NEVER EAT MY 
MOTHER'S EITHER. 


REALLY? 
IN THAT 
CASE YOU 
CAN'T HAVE 
IT. 
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Baby Blues Garfield Frazz 


Jump Start 


Zits 


Red & Rover 


Hagar 


Better or Worse 





90 YOU HAVE A 
DREAM HOUSE, 
FRATZ ? 
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DAD! HAMMIE TAUGHT 
INZEN To SAN “UP “AND 

Now SWG WON'T SToP 
SANING IT UNLESS MoM 
iS HOLOING HEE AND HE? 
ARMS ARE KILLING HER 
AND THEZE’S NO UsAY SHE | 
CAN MAKE DINNER $0 cas 
SLE SAID YOU MIGAT AS \ 
WELL COUNT ON De ral 

US ALL OUT To GAT me 

TONIGHT, =§ ——77 











ViC VAN STRECK 
MUST BE DEAD! 


2. See can 


FOI THNGs 
YOU SHOUld 


ay Feats 


Wane ZS Pacnershp Dsrtared by 4 


Er aad Rowers 
SIZZLING 


SUM MER 
GUGGESTIONS. 








WE'VE JUST 
RUN OUT OF 

THINGS To 
TALK ABouUT 


jos 
i 
hs 
Hl 





arr 
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Your SISTER 1S A 
PAIN IN THE NECK. 


SHES A PAIN IN | 
THE EVERY TRING! 





| THAT'S WHAT'S LEFT OF YOUR 


WHY po | BECAUSE HES RUNNING | 2 Don't 







WERE BORED. THERE S 
NOTHIN’ Te De. 





“STARS AND STRIPES? 


} LIKE HOW 
YOU DREAM 


1T WOULD HAVE TO BE 
A 2 BEDROOM FOR ALL 
MY BICYCLE STUFF. 


AN APARTMENT 
ABOVE A BAKERY. 
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ANP HERE’S A 
PICTURE OF 
SOUR CANPY 


FLOWEK AFTER GARFIELD 
GOT THROUGH WITH IT 


Li-L GeNwWaA Wal 
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WHICH KEEPS 
ME WoRRIED 
SICK ! 


RESPOND 

To your. 

€-MAILS, 
EITHER 







"KLONODIKE (KE " 
KERUNS AND HES 
NOT RESPONDING 
To nN e-mails! 


WRAPA! COMTICS, E23 


11. Lose your Heart 
to Someone. 


= TAWE A NICE LONG 
NAP UNDER AN OLD ; a 
CUAPE “TREE . vata ee 
SCouts Honore — 
T WON'T LET THE 
SQUIRRELS GET US 
WHEN Ou EYES AE 


a OF THE HOUSE, § 
ViL POT You 
“~ BOTH TO 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 
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ACROSS 


1 Traffic light color 
6 Prevent 


9 Pump up the 
volume 


12 Price 


13 Midafternoon 
hour 


14 Powell co-star 
15 Old marketplace 
16 Decelerating 
18 Defeats 

20 Paper quantity 
21 Schuss 

23 Scratch 

24 Available 

25 Draftable 

27 Subject 

29 Messy domicile 
31 Request 

35 Swore, old-style 
37 Do in a dragon 
38 Possibly will 


41 Constitution 
letters 


43 Raw rock 


44 Hathaway or 
Hecne 


45 Be that as it may 


47 Radiant 

49 Skip a sound 
52 “Platoon” locale 
53 Bill’s partner 


54 Blanket carrier 
in comics 


55 Sailor’s assent 
56 Conclusion 
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57 Trademark 


pictures 


DOWN 


1 Actress Gardner 


2 Periodical, for 
short 


3 Mind- — 
(psychedelic) 


4 Continental coin 


5 Give the gun 
back 


6 Cafe 

7 Has a bug 

8 Carnival city 

9 Extraterrestrial 
10 Unit 


11 Unusually small 
one 


17 Utterly ruins 
19 Mythical reveler 
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21 Enervate 

22 Japanese pond 
carp 

24 Towel 
designation 

26 Shun 

28 Chump 

30 Ancient boy king 

32 Circulating 

33 Rowboat need 

34 Reuben holder 

36 Ra, e.g. 

38 — Carta 

39 Dentist’s task 

40 Garden statuette 

42 Pie case 

45 Unsigned (Abbr.} 

46 Hodgepodge 

48 Lemieux milieu 

50 Pair with an air 

51 Curvy letter 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 
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K UH 


ULZB 


CRYPTOQUIP 


OSG 


VPKSB 


VJ 


KMHYCM KMSE USNS NHXXLGC 


KMS 


XYK LK UVJ 


PHJOSKLPJ 


PHYGKSN, 


HGZE V NHYCS. 


Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: [IF A PERSON TELLS 
MANY FIBS AS HE IS DRIFTING OFF TO SLEEP, 
ONE MIGHT SAY HE’S LYING IN BED. 


Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: K equals T 
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Woman wonders about beau’s divorce 


Dear Abby: I have recently 
started seeing a wonderful man 
who is divorced. It doesn’t bother 
me. I know we all make mistakes. 
My friends are telling me I need to 
find out why his marriage ended, 
because it might signal potential 
problems to watch out for. I under- 
stand their logic. The 
problem is, I don’t want 
to appear nosy and, 
of course, I would be 
hearing only one side 
of the story. So should I 
ask him or not — and if 
so, when and how? 

— Inquiring Minds 
Need to Know 

Dear Inquiring: I see 
no harm in asking now. 
The perfect time to 
have done it was when 
he told you he was di- 
vorced. You don’t have 
to be heavy-handed about it. Treat 
him to — or cook him — a nice 
dinner and afterward say, “So tell 
me how come a gorgeous, intel- 
ligent man like you is divorced. 
Your ex must have been out of her 
mind to let you go.” Then shut up 
and listen. 


Dear Abby 





Dear Abby: Our daughter’s 
landlady — I'll call her Martha 
— has become very close to our 
family. Martha and her husband 
are included in most of our fami- 
ly’s social events. 

My problem is Martha is aller- 
gic to garlic and cannot eat any- 
thing cooked with it. 

Abby, we are Italian. 
We grew up eating gar- 
lic and cook just about 
everything with it. My 
husband and I are lock- 
ing horns over the fact 
that I feel it’s an impo- 
sition to be expected to 
accommodate one per- 
son by omitting a key 
ingredient in a dish. 
What do you think? 

— Mama “Mia” In 
N.Y. 

Dear Mama “Mia”: 
I think you should prepare a gar- 
lic- free extra dish for Martha 
— something not too difficult to 
make, like a salad — or invite 
Martha over less often. 


Dear Abby: How does a per- 


son find direction? Career coun- 


selors have told me that I need 
“direction,” but they never tell me 
how to go about getting it. 

I’m in my late 20s with two de- 
grees and no specific job skills. I 
have had a few crummy jobs. I’m 
not afraid of hard work, but I don’t 
know what sort of job I should be 
seeking. 

Is there another approach? How 
do I find a job that fits me? 

Perfect would be great, but at 
this point, I’m just shooting for 
good enough. 

— Undirected in New Jersey 

Dear Undirected: The career 
counselors you consulted should 
have given you enough direction 
that it stimulated your thinking 
about ways to apply the knowIl- 
edge you have worked so hard to 
earn. Because that didn’t happen, 
I recommend you look further for 
career counseling because it ap- 
pears the ones you consulted did 
a poor job. 





Letters for this column — with your 
name and phone number — should 
be addressed to Dear Abby, P.O. Box 
69440, Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers 
can write to Abby on the Internet at 
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby 
Universal Press Syndicate 
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GLOBAL 


@RILLING 
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NEXT ICE 
AGE. 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Mike Argirion and Jeff Knurek 


NCIS INES 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, 
to form four ordinary words. 







That’s the last 
batch. |’m 
going home 
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WHAT THE HARD 
WORKING BAKER PID. 


Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as 
suggested by the above cartoon. 


Th a a a a a a YY ON 
Ans: ALL 
a NT TT TN | N/T TS | 


(Answers tomorrow) 





Jumbles: GROUP PANIC DONKEY HAMPER 
nesleiaays Answer: They picked the dog with the wagging tail 
and had a — HAPPY “ENDING” 
Speed Bump 
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SAME MO 


Pardon My Planet Over The Hedge 


YEAH, YEAH - THE ONE WITH THE BLUE 

JEANS ON THE COVER. AND PUT iT IN A 

PLAIN BROWN WRAPPER, ‘CAUSE IF MY 
WIFE SEES (7, SHELL NEUTER ME. 


AS ALL THE CTAERS 


MATES 
mouel WIEUTEN ANT. 


Strange Brew 
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AFRTS Television Schedule 
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THURSDAY, JULY 16, 2009 
(AFN-ATLANTIC) (AFN-FAMILY) (AFN-MOVIE) (AFN-NEWS) (AFN-PACIFIC) (PENTAGON) (SPECTRUM) (AFN-SPORTS) (XTRA) 

9:00 |CSI: NY “American Dream- | Raggs Movie “Can’t Hardly Wait” | The NewsHour With Jim | The View FNG Useful benefits. Mad About You (8:00) Sports (8:00) Sports 

9:30 [es Aladdin ihe vied ae ail Lehrer State Dept Briefing Living Single 

10:00 | Oprah Winfrey Bratz GH SCHOOL SENOTS TOGO | Hannity Dr. Phil Fit For Duty Guiding Light 

—— a wild graduation party. 

10:30 Animaniacs AFN Europe Report 

11:00 | Dr. Phil Scooby (10:55) Movie “The Span- | Anderson Cooper 360 Judge Alex The Grill Sergeants E! News Sports 

11:30 Scooby sh Prisoner” ites Crime The King of Queens Fit For Duty The Daily 10 

12:00 |CBS Evening News SpongeBob SquarePants =r ie sea Special Report With Bret | Access Hollywood Battleground Star Trek “Return to To- 

12:30 |ESPNews SpongeBob SquarePants | \artin, Baier Judge Judy Around the Services morrow’ 

13:00 | Prime News Tonight Tutenstein Movie “Bad Girls” (1994, | Campbell Brown The Young and the Rest- | Briefing Encore Roseanne “I’m Hungry” 

13:30 Super Why! Western) Madeleine Stowe. less Downrange Girlfriends 

14:00 | NBC Nightly News Pinky Dinky Doo Circumstances force four "Your World With Neil | General Hospital AFN Europe Report Emeril Live SportsCenter Sports 

a Medal women to become outlaws P sadly P P 

14:30 | World News-Gibson Hip Hop Harry "| Cavuto Balad and Beyond 

15:00 | Sesame Street The Brady Bunch (2:47) Movie “The Beach” The Rachel Maddow Days of our Lives Fit For Duty Design on a Dime SportsCenter 
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16:00 |The View Movie “The Parent Trap” ‘i ‘ ee ra Around the Services Oprah Winfrey The Grill Sergeants Survivorman Sports MTV Hits Playlist 
16:30 ce eadeel re itopie Tavis Smiley Recon 

17:00 | Dr. Phil foes oll aerate Biography Nightly Business Report | Wheel of Fortune Around the Services King of the Hill X Play 

17:30 , Nightline Jeopardy! Downrange That ’70s Show Punk'd 

18:00 | Judge Alex (:05) Duel Masters What It Takes The O'Reilly Factor World News-Gibson Week-Pentagon Daily Show-Jon Stewart The Simpsons 

18:30 | The King of Queens Kim Possible Entertainment Tonight Around the Services The American Veteran _| The Colbert Report Family Guy 

19:00 | Access Hollywood The Fairly OddParents | Movie “Catch and Countdown With Keith =| America’s Got Talent Briefing Encore Project Runway The Hills 

19:30 | Judge Judy The X’s Release” (2007, Comedy- | Olbermann Auditions. Fit For Duty Busted 
20:00 |The Young and the Rest- | Hannah Montana Drama) Jennifer Garner, Today Extreme Makeover: Home | Battleground Grey’s Anatomy “These The Real World “Brooklyn: 

less Tinethy Olyphant Sali Edition “Riojas Family” si Ties That Bind” Friends and Enemies” 
20:30 Wizards of Waverly Place | Jaeger. ! y Recon Revisited 
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22:00 _ |Days of our Lives Beverly Hills, 90210 “April erik ee _ ne America’s Newsroom Pacific Report Briefing Encore Seinfeld Sports Best Damn Sports Show 
22:30 Is the Cruelest Month’ ai The Tonight Show With | Recon Friends Period 
23:00 | Oprah Winfrey 7th Heaven “Breaking Up | (10:59) Movie “High Plains) Newsroom Conan O’Brien Army Newswatch Daily Show-Jon Stewart Attack of the Show! 
23:30 Is Hard to Do” Drifter” (1973, Western) Late Show-Letterman Downrange The Colbert Report 
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21:30 financial problems. (2003) Denzel Washington, Pacific Report a Sliver” South Park 
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STRIPES CLASSIFIED 


Selling your couch, your 
car or your Stephen 
King collection? 


Friday, July 17, 2009 


Build Your Business for As Little As $21 a week! 


Stars and Stripes offers the most effective and affordable way to reach the military community overseas. Ad 
rates vary depending on the size of your ad and the frequency of insertion. Please contact us for details! 


Reach us! 

Phone us at: 

03-6385-3276 (Commercial) 
011-81-3-6385-3276 (Overseas) 
229-3276 (Tokyo DSN) 
645-7667 (Okinawa DSN) 
721-7146 (Korea DSN) 


Free Ad Guidelines: 


+ Free ads are available to DOD ID card 
holders only. 

* All free ads must be mailed, faxed or 
e-mailed. You may renew or make changes 
to your ad by calling 229-3276. 

* Free ads run for 21days and on a space 
available basis only. 

+ Please spell out each word. No 
abbreviations. 

+ Item prices must be listed. 

+ Free ads are available for private parties 
only. For information on commercial or 
in-home business ads, please call 229-3276. 

+ Stars and Stripes reserves the right to 


Mail us at: 

Unit 45002, APO AP 96337-5002 
7-23-17 Roppongi, Minato-ku, 
Tokyo 106-0032 Japan 


Email us at: 
Classifieds@pstripes.osd.mil 


Fax us at: 

03-3423-8257 (Tokyo CML) 
229-3214 (Tokyo DSN) 
02-2270-7141 (Korea CML) 
721-7141 (Korea DSN) 
645-7667 (Okinawa DSN) 


Sell it FREE in Stripes 
classified. 


en, 


r 


Your ad 


Submit coupon to: Stars and Stripes, Classified Ad Dept., Unit 45002, APO AP 96337-5002 Fax DSN 229-3214, CML 03-3423-8257, E-Mail classifieds@pstripes.osd.mil 


assill 





Announcements 


Individuals placing 


040 


classified 


advertising should use discretion in 


concluding the sale 


of their property. 


Not all potential buyers are reputable 
or honest. S&S suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that potential 
buyers are reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the sale. 

S&S is not liable for the contractual 
relationship between sellers and 
buyers of merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the web site. 


Your Hometown Newspaper 


www. stripes.com 
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Atsugi - 1989 Nissan 180SX 
gray, Turbo CA. JCI expires 
April 1, 2010, the car runs good, 
does have some issues, asking 
$1500, email perry327263@i. 
softbank.jp or call 08039181608. 


Autos for Sale 





Atsugi - 2002 Cadillac Seville 
SLS 4.6L (4,565 cc) Northstar 
V-8 engine, Leather, all Power, 
6 disc CD changer, RSD 
pL OOnND obo 08058695453 
van. 





Atsugi - 96 Honda Odyssey, 
67,000 km, runs great, cold AC, 
CD player, new tires and 
radiator in 2008, JCI thru April 
2010, road tax paid, available 
July 22 - PCS'ing, $1200, call 
264-7631 





Yokosuka - 1994 Toyota Estima 
Van-JCI & Base Insp. ‘til 2011, 
mini fridge/hot box, ceiling 
mounted fold out color TV 
w/Remote, sun & moon roof, 
great A/C & heat, parking 
sensor, excellent condition. 
Must transfer by 7-31-09. Call 
080-6684-4170 or 
315-246-8655. $2500 Neg. 





Yokosuka - 1995 Cadillac Eldor- 
ado, Great shape, very well 
maintained! Fully — optioned! 
54,000 original miles! Best rea- 
sonable offer. Call Scott at 
080-1373-2360. 





Yokota - $1,000 buys a 1996 
Toyota Ipsum. Awesome dual 
AC, Ipod ready with great 
stereo, seats 6, fabulous 
"Vegas-like" interior that absorbs 
child droppings. JCI till next 
year. Call Tim at 09093664615 
(Yokota). Available July 25th. 





John D. Panasiewicz 


General Manager 


VACANT 


Commander 


Autos for Sale 141 


Yokosuka - 1995 Nissan Skyline 
GTS25t 4door, 70,000kms, new 
timing belt and gtr N1 water- 
pump, 5 speed conversion/ 
ORC twin plate clutch- Not too 
stiff. Comes with Nismo titanium 
catback exhaust and also a 
custom titanium catless exhaust 
for track purposes, DMAX car- 
bon fiber hood, HID low beams 
6000k legal, HKS evc3 boost 
controller (boost kept at 6.5 bar 
L/7.5 H currently) FMIC, 1.5way 
Isd, Factory ECU reflashed by 
TM Factory for an automatic, so 
works in auto or manual. Lots of 
other parts, pictures available if 
wanted. $4500 obo. Serious 
offers only. Like to see this go to 
a good driver. Buyer may get 
some extra goodies thrown in 
for free that | didn't have time to 
install. Call Chuck at 090 3692 
4470 


Yokosuka, Japan - 1994 Honda 
Rafaga Sedan 4dr car up for 
sale is a dark blue automatic it 
has about 91,000 km, cold ac, 
pw, power lock, CD player, dual 
airbags, seats 5, abs, and 
comes with 2 extra tires. $1000 
OBO vehicle is located on 
Yokosuka base great reliable 
car with no problems. Good gas 
saver. JCI until sep. 09 asking 
$1000 please call 0468-07-3743 
o r e mai il 
snowboyguy21 @ yahoo.com 


Yokota, Japan - 1990 Mazda 
Miata Roadster (convertible) 
Runs and drives great. Nothing 
wrong mechanically, small tear 
in the back of the top, five speed 
and lots of fun. My daughter has 
left for college no longer nee- 
ded. JCI until Oct. 09 asking 
$1650 OBO Please _ call 
210-547-9936 or email 
samuelengler @ hotmail.com 








Advertising Manager 


Terry M. Wegner 


Accounting Manager 


Jack Luersen 
Production Manager 





H. Bryant Pierpont 


Up to 32 words FREE for 


21 days! 


re-classify, rewrite or reject any ad. 


Installation 
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Yokota, Japan - 1991 Toyota 
Estima (4-Wheel Drive) The 
larger Toyota van. Red with only 
121K Km (75.2K Miles) Seats 7 
comfortably, two middle bucket 
seats that turn all the way 
around or flatten out to load 
larger cargo. Smooth ride with 
sonar sensors on all 4 corners 
of vehicle. Excellent tires, New 
Air Conditioner compressor 7 
months ago. Cold air works 
great! Includes a_ cooler/ice 
maker in center console for long 
trips, Sun Roof, JCI until Feb 
2010 Asking 2100 OBO Call 
1-763-354-3512 or email 
tom_n_ana@hotmail.com 


Autos for Sale 





Yokota, Japan - 1992 Subaru 
Legacy Wagon, runs fine, JCI to 
Sept. 29th Best use as a 
temporary short term vehicle. 
runs fine, A/C, music, etc. seats 
5, rear seat folds down. Why so 
cheap? Just had JCI inspection 
and will need $400-$800 of work 
to pass next JCI (on-base price, 
maybe half that off-base). Recy- 
cle tax already paid. Road tax 
paid. Can use for a temporary 
car, then junk. At junking, you 
can get back the remaining 
Road tax, which should be over 
$100. Could fix up, but wouldn't 
recommend it, won't pass due to 
oil leaks, tires at minimum, etc. 
We are about to travel and want 
to take care of this in the next 
few days. If no response, we'll 
junk it ourselves shortly; just 
thought someone could use it 
for temporary _ transportation. 
Please emai | 
yokotajoe88 @ yahoo.com 
Thanks for viewing! 





Yokota, Japan - 1993 Nissan 
Cima runs great 18" Chrome 
Rims PCS'ing soon! JCI good 
until Aug 2010! Asking $1000 
Call Gainey 080-3713-9713 
gainey98 @msn.com 





Yokota, Japan - 1993 Toyota 
Camry, color dark gray/blue; 
4-door; good condition. Selling 
for a friend who is PCS'ing. JCl 
expires Feb. 2010 asking $1000 
obo please call Jim at 1-323- 
338-7588 





Autos for Sale 141 


Yokota, Japan - 1995 Mazda 
Famila - $600, silver/gray in 
color. 4door, new tires, runs 
good, A/C works, just needs to 
be recharged. Road tax and 
recycling tax, paid. JCI good till 
Aug 2010. Miles 67784+km. 
Available July 28. Give deposit 
we will hold for you. Contact 
Jennifer 240-845-5319 





Yokota, Japan - 1995' Nissan 
skyline turbo w/ JCI and road 
tax Only 1. previous owner 
before me (Japanese Owner), 
automatic, less than 70k miles, 
Black with gray interior, tires 
changed, Road Tax paid and 
JCI covered until December 
2010. Greddy Turbo Timer 
installed asking $2500. Only 
serious buyers please. Please 
call frederick.roberts @ yokota.af. 
mil or macmoro@rocketmail. 
com for inquiries 





Yokota, Japan - 1996 Honda 
Accord Wagon - Power Locks, 
brand new, Break pads/ Power 
Windows / Air Conditioner / 
Anti-Lock Brakes / Driver Airbag 
/ Passenger Airbag / A/C / 
Power Steering / Alloy Wheels / 


Power Mirrors / ETC Card 
Reader Pre-installed. Very 
roomy, Looks great, Drives 


great, everything runs. Great No 
accidents, JCI until Aug. 2011 
asking $3500 please _ call 
090-1452-9348 





Yokota, Japan - 1996 Honda 
odyssey-low km-JCI good until 
Feb. 2011 asking $1600 please 
call 773-634-7782 or email 
usaf_firefighters_ 
wife @ ymail.com 





Yokota, Japan - 1996 Mitsubishi 
Lancer MX Great investment. 
Smoke free. Power locks and 
windows. Automatic 4 doors. 
Very standard. Big trunk. JCI is 
good for 2 years exp. Date 
March 2011. Road tax is paid. 
Asking $2000.00 or best offer 
Please call David or Jennifer 
7134900555 





Yokota, Japan - 1997 Honda 
Integra 84,700 km Air Condition- 
ing Power Locks Power Win- 
dows JCI until April 20100 
Asking $2300 Please call Jay- 
son Hedrick 090-6116-7079 or 
email jaymel72 @msn.com 





Yokota, Japan - 1997 Honda 
Odyssey JCI July 2011 
$1800.00 obo low miles /power 
sunroof / 7 passenger /front + 
back ac & heat all seats fold 
away for a--flat/open cargo area 
new tires (4 months old) front 
wheel drive / tilt steering abs / 
power everything sunshine roof 
(tinted see through roof) great 
shape /well maintained call 
614-358-4908 





Yokota, Japan - 1998 Honda 
Life (Mini Car) Under 35K Miles 
Great Condition Excellent Gas 
Mileage Power Everything Tin- 
ted Windows Low Road Tax 
Low JCI Cost Purchased at 
Tokyo Honda Dealership. JCl 
until Jul 2011 Asking 2200 OBO 
Call 773-634-7775 





MVGIRCULATION OFFICES 


Richard Chuckrey 
Information Systems Manager 


Darian L. Wilson 
Marketing Manager 


Charles D. Winans 
Pacific Circulation Manager 


circulation@ pstripes.osd.mil 


MAIL SUBSCRIPTIONS: 
CML: (03) 6385-3171 


DSN: 229-3171 


JAPAN: 
Yokota/Atsugi/Zama DSN: 225-4505/6/7 


Yokohama/Yokosuka DSN: 243-477] 
Misawa DSN: 226-3406 

Sasebo DSN: 252-3890 

Iwakuni DSN: 253-4770 





Deadline to place, cancel, or make any change to an ad is five(5) business days prior to publishing date. If the 
ad has a typographical error, Pacific Stars and Stripes’ liability is to re-run the ad for one (1) additional day on 
the next available issue date. Any other problem with advertising must be filed in writing no later than ten (10) 
days after the first insertion of the ad. Ads cannot be run upside down or sideways. 


All Classified Advertisements Are Non-refundable 


Classified advertising is accepted from DoD personnel (private party ad Classified advertisements) and all 
organizations which provide a service of interest to the military community (business advertisements). All ads 
are assessed before acceptance according to the moral and ethical judgment of Pacific Stars and Stripes. 


Classified advertisements must be acceptable for our general 
military/family readership. Pacific Stars and Stripes has the right to 
return any and all ads considered inappropriate for publication. 
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Yokota, Japan - 1998 Toyota 
Gaia (Crossover - Seats 7) 


Under 35K Miles - great condi- 
tion Television GPS Navigation 
Capable Rear Parking Camera 
360 Degree Sonar Warning Two 
Moon Roofs Front + Rear A/C & 
Heat Power Everything Pur- 
chased at Tokyo Toyota Dealer- 
ship. JCI until July 2011 Asking 
$3750 OBO Call 773-634-7775 


Yokota, Japan - 1999 Honda 
Odyssey JCI good until Jan 
2011, Great AC and Heater, CD 
Player, Power windows and 
doors, Great Condition, 72646 
Kilometers, Remote power 
locks, Very Clean (Owners are 
non-smokers)! Must sell owner 
is PCS'ing! Asking $3000 OBO 
Call 08035868753 or email 
g.i.frog@ gmail.com 


Yokota, Japan - 2000 US SPEC 
Subaru Impreza STI, it is an "E" 
plate so you can ship it back to 
the states with no problem. This 
car is nicely moded and is in 
Beautiful shape. JCI until Sep. 
2010 asking $14500 OBO 
Please check out this site for 
pictures and Modification list 
http://www.cardomain. 
com/ride/3307436 if any ques- 
tions please email me 
caree1907@yahoo.com or call 
510-619-5651 Trades welcome. 


Yokota, Japan - 2001 Subaru 
Legacy B4 5 speed manual 
transmission. Twin turbo _ all 
wheel drive. Black and Blue 
leather interior, 6 disk CD 
changer. Navigation system Af- 
termarket MOMO steering wheel 
HKS cold air intake HKS Super 
Sequential blow off valve HKS 
turbo timer. Cusco front strut bar 
Aftermarket exhaust. HID head- 
lights Adjustable suspension 
LED instrument panel. Power 
everything. Interior in excellent 
condition Exterior in good condi- 
tion Factory 17" bronze rims 
(almost no curb rash). New tires 
(about 2 months old) Keyless 
entry just changed the oil. Road 
tax paid. JCI until April 2011 
asking $4700 | still have most of 
the stock parts. All reasonable 
offers will be considered. You 
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Yokota, Japan - 95 Toyota 
Windom - In good shape! Only 
111,360 km on it Good for a 
family, lots of space, huge trunk. 
CD player, power windows, 
power locks, awesome A/C for 
hot summer. JCI until Apr 2010. 
Please call 090-4227-5269 or 
email me  at_ brandon. 
chamberlain @ yokota.af.mil if in- 
terested. JCI until Apr. Asking 





$1900 Please call 
090-4227-5269 or email 
broolio @ hotmail.com 

Yokota, Japan - 96 Acura 


Inspire 63k miles new JCl-price 
cut Clean and reliable car! New 
Tires, 6 Disc CD changer, 4 
door, Power Sunroof, Road Tax 
Paid, New JCI, 17inch alloy 
wheels, low profile tires, cold 
AC, bought from dealer off base, 
well kept, clean interior, clean 
title, power windows and locks, 
low miles, serviced on schedule. 
Good gas mileage. Ready to be 
driven around Japan JCI until 
June 2011 asking $2500 Call 





305-520-0368 or email 
j_swans7 @msn.com 
Yokota, Japan - 96' Acura 


Inspire 63k-JCI June 2011 Im- 
maculate car! Metallic Forest 
Green, New Tires, 6 Disc CD 
changer, 4 door, Power Sunroof, 
Road Tax Paid, New JCI, 17inch 
alloy wheels, low profile tires, 
COLD AC, originally bought 
from dealer off-base, well kept, 
clean interior, clean title, power 
windows and locks, low miles, 
serviced on schedule. Good gas 
mileage. JCI until June 2011. 
Asking $2450 Ready to be 
driven around Japan Make me 
an offer!! Call 305-520-0368. 





Yokota, Japan - 99 Honda 
Integra In Great condition For 
Sale 1999 Honda (Acura) Inte- 
gra Silver exterior color Has 
Black interior very clean Low 
miles (52000) Back windows are 
Tinted JCI Good Till Dec 2010 
Excellent Gas mileage (36 km 
per gallon) $2300 Or Best Offer 
Price negotiable so Call or email 
me and make me an offer Call 





can also. contact me_ at 

080-4053-9239 or jonathan. | Cell 08051981568 or home 
mckee @ yokota.af.mil 512-275-4863 

Yokota, Japan - 91 Toyota | Yokota, Japan - For sale rav4 


Estima Very reliable! Great van 
for family trips around Japan, 
cool/hot drink box with icemak- 
er, captain chairs - swivel for 
easy conversation, power win- 
dows/locks, sunroof, moon-roof, 
AC/heat front & rear, new tires 
(4 xs), sonar sensor, AM/FM 
cassette JCI until June 10 
Asking $2100 OBO Call now - 
623-734-9625 


Yokota, Japan - 95 Toyota Mark 
Il Silver, 90K km runs great. 
Serious offers only call Eric 
717-265-2635. JCI until July 
2011 asking $1750 Please call 
7172652635 or email 
esndrs49 @ yahoo.com 








Yokota, Japan - Honda Civic JCI 
Mar 2011 Great car excellent 
condition. A/C works great, 
Keyless entry, Low miles Great 
on gas. JCI expire Mar. 
2011asking $1500 Call 1-623- 
734-9619 


TOKYO HEADQUARTERS: 
DSN: 229-3174 
CML: (03) 6385-3174 


KOREA: 
Yongsan DSN: 721-7140 
Osan DSN: 784-4393 
Taegu DSN: 768-7461 
Pusan DSN: 763-3787 
Kunsan DSN: 782-743] 





Toyota - $1,500.00 1994 Toyota 
RAV4 2 DR Automatic Trans- 
mission Runs Great A/C and 
Heat AM / FM/ CD Player Road 
Tax/JCI good until 2010 Rear 
seats folds away for groceries, 
Great on gas, Recent mainte- 
nance. New brake pads, new 
wiper blades, new tires, and 
brand new key cylinder, asking 
$1500 if interested, call Jett on 
cell phone 080-3362-7604 or 
1-323-338-7570 to arrange 
viewing or test drive 





Yokota, Japan - Priced to sell 
1994 Toyota Carina This is a 
great 1st or 2nd car. It's in 
excellent condition. Brand new 
brakes and a full size spare tire. 
Low mileage: 69km Automatic 
transmission Power windows Air 
condition. JCI until May 2011 
asking $1500 OBO Please call 
090-2271-9082 


EMARKETING: 
marketing@ pstripes.osd.mil 
DSN: 229-3149; CML (03) 6385-3149 
DSN FAX: 229-3132 


OKINAWA: 
DSN: 645-2010 
CML: (098) 893-0292 
FAX DSN: 645-7297 
CML: (098)892-0995 
GUAM: 
CML: (671) 632-1003 








MasterCard 


VISA 











Autos for Sale 141 


Zama - 1994 Nissan Skyline, 
charcoal color, 53,000 KM, new 
battery last year, new brake 
pads last inspection, remote 
keyless entry, JCI good until 
Aug 09, road tax paid, good 


condition, includes iPod FM 
transmitter, available July 15th, 
$500. Contact Suzanne 


267-6180, 080-3098-5767, or 
email sandalbook @ hotmail.com. 


Zama - 1998 Honda Odyssey 
Van, JCI: 6 June 2011. Leather 
exterior, TV, navigational unit. 
Excellent cond. Available imme- 
diately. $2,000 
080-5688-0996/263-8976 
<<< _______ __ _____] 


Motorcycles 164 


Yokota, Japan - 2000 Honda 
X-11 Nice motorcycle 1100 cc, 
new battery plenty of power. 
Need to sell. JCI until Oct. 2010 
asking $3900 OBO Please call 
210-547-9936 or email 
samuelengler @ hotmail.com 


Yokota, Japan - Honda CBR 
600 RR- 2003- Excellent 
Condition!-Oil, Oil Filter, Air 
Filter, Spark Plugs all changed 
on 20 Jun 09! -Tires Pilot Power 
2CT-New Tires on 2-Jun-09 
-Custom Painted Black Swing 
arm/Tail Moriake Rear sets 
(chrome) -Stock passenger sets 
(Chrome dipped) -Stock Clutch 
lever/Brake Lever (Chrome Dip- 
ped) -Yoshimura Exhaust - 
Chrome Wind Screen -Corbin 
Main Seat -Custom Graphics. 
JCI until Jan. 09 asking $7000 
Call 080-3739-9126 or email 
nota824682 @ yahoo.com 


Yokota, Japan - Suzuki GSX-R 
750 Bike has low miles on it. 
Bunch of upgrades. Can be 
taken back to the states. Call 
0805-0800-412 if interested. JCI 
until Jan. 2011 asking $5500 
Call 973-474-2603 or email 
s_cenov @yahoo.com 


Auto Parts 180 


Yokota, Japan - 15" wheels 
looking for some - 15" wheels 
with a 5o0n 5.5 lug pattern 
Thanks for looking Please email 
meangreenparts @ yahoo.com 


Yokota, Japan - Stock Honda 
Rims Looking to buy _ stock 
Honda Rims that will fit 95 
Accord. | believe the bolt pattern 
is 4X114.3. Willing to pay a 
reasonable price or to trade my 
aftermarket rims with tires for 
stock rims and tires. Send me 
an e-mail for pictures. Call 
9164734539 or email 
theunstated @ gmail.com reason- 
able price. Thanks a lot 


Baby Items 200 


Yokosuka - White 5 in 1 crib 
with matching changing table 
and armoire. All offers consid- 
ered. $300 Jakeen@246-8466 
or tweetyd03 @ yahoo.com 


Zama - New Play house: $100, 
Eddie Bower Baby Back pack: 
$30, White Baby crib with/bed- 
dings: $5 0 , 
080-5688-0996/263-8976 























Bicycles 220 


Zama - Boys 26 inch bicycle. 
NEXT Power Climber 18 speed 
knobby tire street bike. Needs 
new inner tubes other wise like 
brand new condition, $50. Two 
Symphonic color televisions 27" 
for $75 and 19" for $50. Email 
ed_major@ hotmail.com. 


Books 250 


Yokota, Japan - Many UMUC 
books BMGT 380, Business law 
today 8th ED, Miller & Jentz 
$70.00 ASTRO 100, Horizons 
exp universe, 10th ED, Seeds, 
$35.00 HRMN_ 300, Human 
resource mgmt, 12th ED, Mathis 
$80.00 PHSY 100, Physical 
science, 4th ED, Hewitt, $80.00 
HRMN 365, Generations @ 
work, Current ED, Zemke, 
$15.00 Prices firm, Contact 
gaj222@ymail.com, 
080-4059-2674 


Clothing 320 


Yokota, Japan - Huge bag w/ 
older boy clothes & shoes my 
son just filled a huge bag w/ 
clothes & shoes. Clothes are 
mainly sizes 12/14 & a few 
14/16 (S, M, L, and XL). There 
are a few pairs of Jeans that are 
brand new. There are Nike Sets, 
P.J's, shirts, shorts, and more. 
The shoes are Youth size 
6-There are Nike's, Van's, and 
(these shoes are for a 
"poy", however, my daughter 
also wore some of them). This 
whole bag is priced to sell now: 
$25 for ALL (I also have an ad 
on Yokota Ads for huge, heavy 
bags of girl clothes & woman's 
clothes). Please call if you have 
any questions. We have to 
downsize now! Please Call 
916-473-4488 


Yokota, Japan - Large shirts | 
have 5 shirts that | ordered from 
Pac sun. | ordered the wrong 
size. There is 1 billabong, 1 
famous Stars and straps, 1 
Hurley, and 2 Zoo York. They 
have never been worn and still 
have the tags on them. Asking 
$15 each you can call me at 
home 858-368-6861 or my cell 
080-4053-9239. Thanks. 


Club/Parties 340 


YOKOHAMA WORLD FRIENDS 
INTERNATIONAL PARTY, July 
18, Sat, 6:30-9pm, Restaurant 
Forest Avenue. Biggest Interna- 
tional Party in Yokohama. Meet 
150 people. 20 kinds of free 
cocktails. Free Snacks. 3000 
Yen _ http://www.worldfriends- 
party.com Call 080-2001-0512 
party @ goover.co.jp 


Computers 360 


Yokosuka, Japan - Apple cine- 
ma display 24" monitor - Brand 
new original sealed with all 
accessories complete’ also 
comes with 12months interna- 
tional warranty. Email: 
bryanmolina55 @ yahoo.com 
Call: +447024077572 
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Computers 360 


Sasebo - computer games for 
sale. Will MPS anywhere. The 
games are Windows/Mac com- 
patible and hardly used. The 
games are Call of Duty World at 
War, and modern warfare, War- 
craft 2, Grand Theft Auto, Need 
for speed underground, flight 
simulator game, just to name a 
few. There are about thirty 
games in all. Will sell separately 
or all together. Please call or 
email for a full list or any 
questions. DSN 315-252-8131 
or cell 080-3567-7311 or email 
jonjessbrandon @ gmail.com 


Yokota, Japan - HP 22in Flat 
screen Monitor Used about 2 
months then computer crashed, 
bought a MAC so | have no use 
for it now. Asking $200 Contact 
gaj222@ymail.com or 
080-4059-2674 


Yokota, Japan - Japan GPS JR 
Road Portable Navigation Sys- 
tem Windows powered, English 
GPS Navigation System for use 
in Japan. Searches by Address, 
Station, Markin Points, Points of 
Interest, Phone Number, & Map 
Code (English, Japanese, Chi- 
nese Capability) 4" LCD Screen 
with touch panel & speaker Paid 
$500 asking $450 Please call 
210-547-9918 or email 
thepamperedstamper4u @ 
yahoo.com 











Yokota, Japan - Sony Vaio Desk 
Top 1 year old Desk top. 
Wireless Modem built into 
screen. Comes with brand new 
keyboard and mouse 22inch 
screen with built in web cam. 
Processor: Genuine Intel CPU 
T2080@1.73GHZ 1.73GHZ 
Memory: 3.00 GB RAM System 
type: 32-bit Operating System 
Asking $1000 Please call Cyn- 
thia 1-773-634-7758 or email 
cmfrith28 @ yahoo.com 





Yokota, Japan - The Sims 2 | 
have the Sims 2 and 9 
expansions packs. | don't play 
anymore. Asking $10 each Call 
858-368-6861 or email 
j1d9m @yahoo.com 


Furniture 510 


Yokosuka-Toddler bed set "Tho- 
mas the Train" with resuable 
wall stickers. New still in original 
packaging. $45 
Jakeen @246-8466 or 
tweetyd03 @ yahoo.com 





Yokota, Japan - 4 drawer cherry 
dresser perfect for a little extra 
space in great shape. A few 
small nicks, but looks great. 
Asking $75 Call Jill Piparo 
407-373-1382 


Yokota, Japan - Leather section- 
al couch must go! Leather 
Couch needs to go _ before 
move. Asking price is flexible as 
long as you can transport it out 
of tower unit. Each piece can fit 
in the back of an empty van. 
Three pieces, great quality. 
Asking $150 OBO Call 
323-786-7989 or email 
acerainey @yahoo.com for more 
information 











Furniture 510 


Yokota, Japan - Sofa and love 
seat warning: You could be- 
come very lazy. Clean and in 
good shape I'm going on 
another PCS'ing soon, so deci- 
ded to try and sell them before | 
leave. If not I'll put in storage. 
080-3720-0665-ask for F. Call 
080-3720-0665 or email 
fhwampner @ hotmail.com 


Yokota, Japan - Toddler Bed 
Very new, hardly used white 
toddler bed with mattress. Can 
deliver anywhere in Yokota. 
Asking $60 Please call 
090-9837-0640 or _ email 
m_bartlam @ yahoo.com 


Furniture/Appliances 511 





Yokota, Japan - 2 practically 
new Gibson Air conditioners 
only used for a few days. 
Bought from BXtra for $88.00 
asking $65 OBO, selling be- 
cause they are no_ longer 
needed willing to deliver free! 





Thanks a lot. Please call 
9164734539 or email 
theunstated @ gmail.com 

Yokota, Japan - Honeywell 


Quiet Care 17000 Air Cleaner 
this is for the unit only. It needs 
the refill filter $49.95 sold at the 
BX and carbon filter. Asking 20 





OBO Call (323)338-7553 or 
email | mdfisherman@hotmail. 
com 

Yokota, Japan - Kenmore 


Freezer Due to PCS'ing, | am 
selling our chest freezer. This is 
great for a family. Works great, 
we use it every day. Asking $75 
OBO email or call Jane at 
225-7522 


Yokota - Kenmore Washer and 
Dryer for $325! PCS'ing back to 
the states? Buy a washer and 
dryer here and have TMO ship it 
for you. Both are in awesome 
shape. | did short tour before 
here and | forgot | had them in 
my HHGs. My apartment has a 
Japanese Washer/Dryer already 
installed. Call me at 
090-4227-5269 or email me at 
ete aerial aun one re 
af.mil 


Household Items 560 


Yokota, Japan - Small / Medium 
size Sewing Box & MORE Small 
to Medium Size Sewing Box. 
The base is purple in color w/ a 
clear lid. Inside, there is a 
magnetic place to hold needles, 
storage on side. You can lift that 
area up for more storage 
underneath. There's also an 
area to hold plenty of thread-this 
also lifts up for tons of storage 
underneath. Asking $5.00 if not 
home, please leave a message. 
Thank you. p.s. if you do other 
craft products, | have a craft 
cutter as well, exc. shape-$10 
(this is also great for scrapbook- 
ing, cutting paper/pictures, 
ETC.) Price to go now please 
Angela 916-473-4488 








Household Items 560 


Yokota, Japan - 4th of July 
items /Kitchen items /more 
downsizing now must sell. Abso- 
lutely nothing wrong w/ any- 
thing. Most of the items | forgot | 
had, & never used. My loss, 
your gain these items are all 
perfect if you plan on having 
company over for 4th of July 
celebrations, or any  gather- 
ings/BBQ's in the future. 1) 
Large bag filled w/ misc. 4th of 
July items (one is a Flag that 
waves & plays diff. music), 
flickering candle-can be used as 
nightlight too, Hallmark orna- 
ments, Halloween decor (not 
scary), Window clings that say 
"happy birthday", & much, much 
more. Whole bag-$10.00 2) 
huge, heavy bag filled w/ misc. 
kitchen items-most are _ still 
brand new-this would be perfect 
for this weekend-to many items 
to list-name brands too. Huge 
bag - $35 please call Angela 
916-473-4488 





Yokota, Japan - Really nice 
full/Queen bedding set must sell 
now! No reasonable offer re- 
fused. This set is really nice, no 
bold/wild prints or anything. It 
has soft, natural, neutral colors 
(browns, light browns, accent 
light blue). Can match just about 
any decor | took everything to 
the cleaners!! Everything you 
need for bedding set, & plenty of 
extras. | paid about $600 for this 
set. | was hoping to get $160 
(willing to accept payments if 
need be), or best offer. It's all 
sitting here, in org. bags, ready 
to go. Please call if you'd like to 
see it all in person. There is a 
lot! So sorry, | do not have 
pictures as everything is in the 
bags now, ready to go. This 
really is a nice set. Must go now 
please call 916-473-4488 


Yokota, Japan - Toy box 3 1/2ft 
by 3ft plastic toy chest. Tan with 
blue top (removable) $30. Also | 
have PS1 Wii games and stuff | 
have a good old fashion PS1 
with all kind as games control- 
lers n such. Asking $100 Please 
emai | Boeon 
meangreenparts @ yahoo.com 





Home Electronics 570 


Yokota, Japan - 37" LCD TV & 
Bose System Package First off 
this is a great deal, were selling 
for about half off of what we 
paid. 37" RCA LCD TV SRS, 
sound Great condition about a 
year old. We bought in the 
states for $800 Bose 2 speaker 
& Subwoofer Bought at the BX 
for $500. 720-257-6786 or 
skip592@hotmail.com $700 
OBO for both or $350 a piece 





Yokota, Japan - DS games and 
Xbox 360 game Ds games 
$8.00 each. Teenage Mutant 
Ninja turtles Nickelodeon Danny 
Phantom Urban Jungle Xbox 
360 game $15.00 Cars Mater 
National Championship Call 
407-373-1327 or email 
kristilehane @ hotmail.com 





Home Electronics 570 


Yokota, Japan - 37" RCA LCD 
TV w/ HDMI Input updated we're 
looking to get maybe a 42 or 47 
inch TV. | think we've had this 
one for a little over a year. 
Nothing wrong with it, the TVS 
been great for us just looking to 
get something bigger | don't 
have the model number right 
now, but if you email me I'll get 
it. Please send emails to 
skip592 @hotmail.com we'll sell 
to the highest bid we receive. 
Right now the offer is at $280 





Yokota, Japan - Nintendo Wii, 
NIB Signed by Jared - The 
Subway Guy Nintendo Wii, 
brand new in box. Box auto- 
graphed by Jared Fogel (aka 
"The Subway Guy"). Items in 
box have been _ inventoried. 
Comes with Wii Sports $225 
OBO Also for sale! Nintendo Wii 
Fit - New in Box $75 will sell 
both together for $290 you can 
also call 229-375-5570 





Yokota, Japan - Nintendo Wii 
Package - Like New - Includes 
Games! Like NEW - Includes 
Wii Sports. Love the Wii, but | 
do not have nearly enough time 
to enjoy it! Includes original 
packaging and Wii Sports $175 
and it's all yours! Please call 
813-200-9377 or email judd- 
bean@gmail.com. Thank you 
and make it a great day! 





Yokota, Japan - Play station 2. It 
comes with everything and it 
works great. Asking $50 if you 
are interested in buying _ it, 
please give me a_ call 
080-3730-8811 Ask for Star or 
e m a i | 
hewianavywife80 @ gmail.com 





Yokota, Japan - Xbox 360 
games wanted. | want to buy: 
left 4 dead $30 halo 3 $30 dead 
space $25 halo 1 $10 halo 2 
$10 all games must be a good 
condition please, no scratches, 
soda stains. | would like to have 
the orig. cases also, don't really 
care about the booklets. Call 
314-558-3431 or email 
md_carey @hotmail.com 





Zama - Two Symphonic color 
televisions 27" for $75 and 19" 
for $50. Email 
ed_major @hotmail.com. 


Jewelry 610 


Yokota, Japan - Sterling - 
Twisted Sterling Sliver bracelet 
and earrings with sky blue Cats 
Eye beads. Bracelet is designed 
with Sterling memory threads so 
it contours to the shape of your 
wrist. Originally bought for 
$49.99 but | outgrew the dress | 
use to wear it with. Asking $25 
Please call Sarah 903-386-0550 








Jobs Offered 


630 


U.S. Army Medical Department Activity, Japan 
Camp Zama, Japan 


Physical Therapist, Intermittent (240 hours) 


* Provides physical therapy service in the areas of physical disabilities 
and neuromuscular dysfunctions in patients ranging from 


adolescence to the very elderly. 


+ A Bachelor's degree or higher in Physical Therapy from an accredited 


school in the United States. 


+ Two years clinical physical therapy experience with training in manual 


therapy skills is preferred. 


+ Must have a permanent, full, and unrestricted license to practice 
physical therapy in a State, District of Columbia, the Commonwealth 
of Puerto Rico, or a territory of the United States. 


+ This position requires a signed statement due to requirements of 
seasonal influenza vaccination as a condition of employment’ 
Selection of a non-current employee will be withdrawn due to refusal 
of seasonal influenza vaccination. If refusal is due to medical and/or 
religious reasons, a statement from a creditable source is required. 


This is a contract position open to SOFA status applicants. Resumes 
may be sent to yoshiyasu.Aoki@us.army.mil. 
ALL applicants shall register in the Central Contractor Registration 


(CCR) which can be found at www.ccr.gov. Individuals not CCR 
registered are not eligible for a Government contract. 


Musical Instruments 740 


Yokota, Japan - Ovation acous- 
tic/electric guitar w/Ovation Hard 
case Ovation Pinnacle model: 
CU-147 w/Ovation hard case 
6-String Acoustic/Electric Body 
Type: Mid-Depth Cutaway Top: 
AA Grade Solid Sitka Spruce 
Bracing: A-Brace Scale Length: 
Scale: 25 1/4 Fret board: Dark 
Rosewood Fret Inlay: Abalone 
Dot Inlays Bridge: Walnut Ro- 
sette: Abalone Pickup: Ovation 
Thin line Nut width: 1 11/16 
Machines: Gold with Pearl But- 
tons Great guitar would like to 
purchase another electric. Ask- 
ing $450 Call 090-8054-5806 or 
email steelcity75 @ hotmail.com 


PCS Sale 780 


Yokota, Japan - PCS SALE - 
Multiple house items for sale 
curtains - fit off base windows, 2 
panels per set, 12 different sets, 
85cm long X 110cm wide per 
panel up to 254 cm long X 
100cm wide per panel, neutral 
colors-outstanding condition! 
Set of 3 recycle bins, handles, 
lids, 33 liters each. Full size 
sateen sheet set, 100% cotton, 
300 thread count, in package-- 
never opened, color sage. Vicks 
brand humidifier Adjustable 
shelves, holds 30kg, 63cm X up 
to 93 cm over washer/utility 
adjustable shelving unit. Out- 
door water hose, on reel 30 
meters have more pictures upon 
request. Please email 
mail4merlot @ yahoo.com 








Pets 820 


Yokota, Japan - 10 Month old 
kitty needs love my husband is 
going on Deployment and | don't 
have a lot of time to give to our 
cat. She is up to date on shots 
and has been fixed and 
microchip! Comes with a bunch 
of toys, cat condo, scratch in 
post, bed, litter box, plenty of 
food and treats please email 





ms_lulu_84@yahoo.com we 
have plenty of pictures 
Yokota, Japan - 2 Ferrets 


brother and sister they have 
their shot records. They come 
with cage food litter and lots of 
other stuff. They are fixed and 
dissented. They range from 
180-300 each off post. We need 
to get rid of them due to friends 
kids are allergic. Call Jon or Deb 
at 267-6601 or 090-6560-0442 
asking $200 





Yokota, Japan - Diamond 
watchman goby 2inch saltwater 
fish $10, Maroon yellow stripe 
clown fish 1.5 inch saltwater fish 
$15 Call (323)338-7553 or email 
mdfisherman @ hotmail.com 





Yokota, Japan - Male Blue Min 
pin for sale great with kids. We 
just don't have time for him. A 
year old very good family dog 
Asking $700 OBO Call 
813~200~9345 or email little_ 
meany_babe @ yahoo.com 
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Pets 820 


Yokota, Japan - A _cute/well 
behaved dog for FREE | have a 
poodle mix puppy (about 10 
months old) for free to a good 
home. He is energetic and fun, 
but he is well trained so he 
knows his limits. At the moment 
he is puppy pad trained, but he 
would be easy to train to go 
outside. He comes with every- 
thing we have for him, lots of 
toys, a kennel, 2 bags of food, 
clothes, bowls etc. He has all of 
his shots and he is fixed. We 
love him very much and he is 
very smart. We are only getting 
rid of him because we're not 
supposed to have a dog and we 
shouldn't have bought him in the 
first place. That is the only 
reason. Call me anytime and we 
can meet so you can meet him. 
If we're not home leave a 
message. Please 
407-373-1380 


Zama - Long Haired Chihuahua 
puppy. Cream and white female. 
Born on June 25th, she'll be 
ready to go to her new home at 
8 weeks old on August 13th. 


call 





Email 458winmag@gmail.com 
for pictures. Call 
080-3540-6107. $500/obo. 


She's on Zama, but delivery can 
be arranged to Atsugi, Yokota, 
Yokosuka. 





Zama - Shiba Inu puppy for 
sale! He is 7 weeks old and 
comes with everything, Kennel, 
Leash, Food bowl, Shampoo, 
Brush and Food. He is very 
sweet, we have to give him 
away due to allergies. Asking $ 
350 OBO Call Stephen DSN# 
267-6101, CELL 08058798314 
or by email: palmer_ 
mia @ yahoo.com 


Photography 830 


Yokota, Japan - brand new 
touch screen 10.4" digital frame 
great gift for your love ones!! 
Brand New Never Been Opened 
in Box! 1024x768 High Resolu- 
tion LCD Capture pictures and 
video store in or simply plug 
your memory card and play!!! 
Comes with interchangeable 
frames - Silver and Black-fits all 
home décor With Touch screen 
Technology, turn photo album 
into pages. Stores up to 2000 
Images with 512 MB Internal 
Memory Copy your photos di- 
rectly from your digital camera, 
memory card or PC. Clock, 
Calendar, Alarm and Program- 
mable On/Off Wireless and Blue 
Tooth Compatibility Make an 
offer! Call 702-946-5985 _ or 
email liezel121603 @ yahoo.com 


Homes/Apts 
for Rent - US 866 


Cherry Point 3 BR/2 BA newer 
Home for Rent. 1/2 acre lot on 
quiet cul-de-sac, $1250/Month 
in New Bern, NC (20 min to 
MCAS). Contact 
karipearson@juno.com for pix 
and info. 
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Homes/Apts 
for Rent - US 866 


House for RENT Ft Meade 
area-4bdrm,3bthrm,3car 
grg,fenced yrd,gardner included. 
call 410-627-4013. 


SportingGoods _980 


Yokota, Japan - GAZELLE 
EDGE With your Gazelle Edge, 
you'll use the muscles of both 
your upper and lower body in an 
easy gliding motion to burn 
calories, firm muscles and im- 
prove your cardiovascular en- 
durance. Ideal for all fitness 
levels, the Gazelle's unsur- 
passed range of motions lets 
you go from a slow walk to a full 
run with no sudden stops. You 
can achieve a challenging aero- 
bic workout without sacrificing 
your knees due to its low impact 
nature. Asking $20 Call 1-904- 
229-0534 


Miscellaneous 1040 


Atsugi - Late spring cleaning 
listing rummage sale! In Step 
bike trailer/chariott only used 
once and is in new condition, 
asking $75 firm. Fisher Price 
rainforest themed baby bouncer 
in like new condition, asking 
$25. Fender Statocaster Saphire 
blue made in Mexico right 
handed guitar in brand new 
condition (and never played!) 
asking $400. | bought the guitar 
for spouse for Christmas when | 
was stateside and imported it 
myself and | bought the wrong 
hand guitar, comes with soft 
carry case. Do you’ speak 
Spanish and seeking Spanish 
princess books for your favorite 
princess? Disney Mi Version de 
la historia la Cenicienta y La 
Madrastra still wrapped in 
package- asking $5. Combi 
baby walker in like new condi- 
tion bought out in town, will keep 
your little one entertained for 
hours! asking $50. Please con- 
tact Ann 090-7220-4952 for 
inquiries. 





Yokota, Japan - Jon & Kate plus 
Eight - DVD - Seasons 1, 2, un 
Like new Jon & Kate plus 8 
Seasons 1 & 2, and Season 3 
DVD packages! These cost 
about $25/each new. Get it here 
for half-price! Asking $25 for all 
3 seasons! Please _ call 
813-200-9377 or email judd- 
bean@gmail.com. Thanks and 
make it a great day! 
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Woods’ strategy 


Tiger, like others, knows 
key 1s avoiding bunkers 


By Douc FERGUSON 
The Associated Press 


TURNBERRY, Scotland — 
The sea breeze in his face was 
not nearly as important to Tiger 
Woods as finding the best route 
around three pot bunkers on the 
10th hole at Turnberry. 

He aimed his tee shot to the 
right, on the high side of two 
bunkers, then pulled his 3-wood 
just enough that the ball bounded 
along the links until it stopped 
rolling just three yards short of 
the sand. 

This was OK. 

“That’s the whole idea,’ Woods 
said. “Some of these holes sucker 
you into trying to take it over the 
bunkers.” 

A bold tee shot would leave a 
shorter approach into the green, 
perhaps a greater chance at 
birdie. 

“But can you do that over four 
days?” Woods replied. 

He doesn’t appear willing to 
take that chance. 

Woods has captured the Brit- 
ish Open three times on two links 
courses. He won his first claret 
jug at St. Andrews in 2000, a 
victory as much famous for his 
career Grand Slam as his four 
rounds without once playing out 
of a bunker. 

His most recent victory was 
three years ago at Hoylake, 
where Woods hit driver only one 
time in 72 holes. He chose that 
week to play mainly long irons 
and the occasional 3-wood off the 
tee, anything to keep him short of 
the bunkers. 

“T don’t think I’ve ever been 
able to reach the green from a 
bunker,” Woods said. “It’s a one- 
shot penalty. Even if you can ad- 
vance it 60 yards, you still have a 
6-iron left to the green.” 





Turnberry is a far differ- 
ent venue. The strategy is no 
different. 

Woods makes his return to the 
British Open, missing golf’s old- 
est championship last year while 
in the early stages of recovering 
from knee surgery that kept him 
out for eight months. 

He had never seen Turnberry 
until arriving Sunday, and he 
played the last of his three prac- 
tice rounds Tuesday morning 
beneath a mixture of clouds and 
sunshine, fickle weather that like- 
ly will continue for the week. 

Three days should be enough 
time to cram for this test, just as 
it was for Hoylake. 

What he has learned, as have 
the rest of the players who were 
not at Turnberry in 1994 when 
it last hosted the British Open, is 
that it is more important that ever 
to keep the ball in play. Beyond 
the fairways is grass so thick it 
might be difficult to get the ball 
back into play, if it can be found. 

Even so, the bunkers stand out 
as the threat. 

Masters champion Angel Ca- 
brera is among the big hitters in 
golf, and he spoke of caution. 

“T think I’m going to be playing 
short of the bunkers pretty much 
all week,” Cabrera said. “That 
will be my strategy.” 

He is not alone. 

Padraig Harrington will be 
going after a third straight Brit- 
ish Open — no one has done that 
since Peter Thomson in 1954-56 
— and he tuned up for Turnberry 
the way he did his previous two 
victories, by playing links golf 
in Ireland and winning the Irish 
PGA. 

Harrington is no stranger to 
this brand of golf. He says there’s 
no secret to succeeding. 

“My whole links golfing life, 


Jon SuPer/AP 


Padraig Harrington, right, eats an ice cream on the sixth tee during 
a practice round for the British Open at the Turnberry golf course in 
Scotland Tuesday. Harrington is trying for his third straight title. 
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PeTteR Morrison/AP 


Tiger Woods plays out of the bunker on the Sth hole during a practice round for the British Open at 
Turnberry Golf Course, Scotland. Woods has one the British Open three times by avoiding the bunkers. 


I’ve avoided the bunkers at all 
costs,” he said. “Bunkers are like 
water hazards on a links course. 
You’re chipping out. Avoid at all 
costs.” 

Adding to the dilemma at Turn- 
berry, however, is the high grass 
from a wet spring. 

Harrington does not mind hit- 
ting a longer club in the green, 
for even if he misses the putting 
surface, he figures he can save 
par. With so much thick ground 
around some of these greens, 
however, the challenge never 
ends. 

Be aggressive off the tee? 

Lay back off the tee to avoid 
bunkers and take your chances 
with a tougher shot to the green? 

One more piece of this puzzle is 
the bowl shape of about half the 
greens, allowing the ball to feed 
toward the hole. 

“There will be birdies made 


this week from the fairway, as- 
suming you’ve got a reasonable 
shot in there,” Harrington said. 
“The penalty will be missing the 
fairways. The guy who drives it 
well this week has a big advan- 
tage, much more this week than 
on any links golf course I’ve seen 
in a long time.” 

He had his share of misses last 
year at Royal Birkdale, although 
Harrington was practically flaw- 
less when it mattered. He shot 32 
on the back nine to pull away from 
Greg Norman and Ian Poulter. 

That final hour is about the 
only part of the British Open that 
Woods watched last year. He was 
three weeks removed from recon- 
structive surgery, limited to hob- 
bling from the bed to the couch 
and back again. 

Woods remains without a major 
since his return — the first time 
since 2004 he doesn’t have one in 


his possession — yet is pleased 
with how far he has come in the 
five months he has been back. 
His victory two weeks ago at his 
AT&T National was his third this 
year, more than anyone else on 
the PGA Tour, as many as anyone 
in the world this year. 

“TI remember looking at the 
year just trying to get back play- 
ing,” he said. “Hopefully, I can 
play. And hopefully, I can play at 
a high level. And to sit here and 
say I was going to have three wins 
halfway through the year ... if 
anyone would have looked at my 
situation, they would have said, 
‘You probably might be reaching 
a little bit.’ 

“Granted, I haven’t won a 
major,” he added. “But I’ve come 
close. I’ve put myself in position 
to win the first few. I just haven’t 
done it.” 


Facts and figures 


TURNBERRY, Scotland — Facts 
and figures for the British Open 
golf championship: 

Event: 138th British Open 

Dates: July 16-19 

Site: Turnberry (Ailsa Course): 

The course: Turnberry origi- 
nally was designed by 1883 Brit- 
ish Open champion Willie Fernie. 
The course essentially was lost 
during World War II when the 
Royal Air Force Coastal Com- 
mand turned it into an air base 
from which planes_ protected 
shipping convoys. With the war 
over, Philip Mackenzie Ross re- 
designed the AilSa Course from 
scratch and it reopened in 1951. 
It did not host its first Open un- 
til 1977, and this will be only the 
fourth time the British Open is 
played there. 

Length: 7,204 yards 

Par: 35-35-70 

Prize money: 4.2 million British 
pounds ($6.8 million) 

Winner’s share: 750,000 pounds 
($1.2 million) 


Defending champion: Padraig 
Harrington 

Last year: Harrington became 
the first European in more than 
a century to win back-to-back at 
the British Open. He shot a 32 on 
the back nine at Royal Birkdale to 
close with a 1-under 69 and win 
by four shots over lan Poulter. The 
serious challenge came from 53- 
year-old Greg Norman, who had 
a one-shot lead with nine holes 
to play. Norman, taking a break 
from his honeymoon with tennis 
great Chris Evert, shot a 77 in the 
final round and tied for third. 

Last time at Turnberry: Nick 
Price finished birdie-eagle-par 
and closed with a 4-under 66 
to beat Jesper Parnevik by one 
shot. The signature shot for Price 
was a 50-foot eagle putt on the 
17th. The signature moment for 
Parnevik was failing to look at 
the leaderboard. He thought he 
needed a birdie on the final hole 
and wound up making bogey. 


Open champions at Turnberry: 
Tom Watson (1977), Greg Norman 
(1986), Nick Price (1994) 

Streaking: Padraig Harrington 
is trying to become the first play- 
er to win three straight British 
Opens since Peter Thomson in 
1954-56. 

Key statistic: All three British 
Openchampions at Turnberry are 
in the World Golf Hall of Fame. 

Noteworthy: For the first time 
since 2004, Tiger Woods does not 
currently hold any of the major 
titles. 

Quoteworthy: “The two I’ve 
won are probably two of the 
toughest courses on the links 
rotation. | don’t think it would 
be considered as tough as those 
two.” — Padraig Harrington on 
Turnberry, coming off consecu- 
tive Open titles at Carnoustie 
and Royal Birkdale. 

Television (all times Japan 
and Korea standard; all on AFN- 
Sports): Thursday-Friday, 1 p.m. 
Saturday, 1 p.m. Sunday, Noon. 
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Turnberry: Not hard, but hard not to like 


By Douc FERGUSON 
The Associated Press 


urnberry is defined by 

great vistas and great 

champions, quite an 

identity for being part 
of the British Open rotation for 
only the last 32 years. Move it to 
America and it might as well be 
called Pebble Beach. 

It curves around the rugged 
Ayrshire coast, with nearly half of 
the holes positioned along a sec- 
tion of the Irish Sea known as the 
Firth of Clyde. The landmark is a 
100-foot lighthouse that was built 
in 1873 and sits off the ninth fair- 
way, not far from what remains 
of a castle inhabited by Robert 
the Bruce, king of Scotland in the 
early 14th century. 

Looming out to sea is the Ailsa 
Craig, an island whose conical 
summit rises 1,000 feet from the 
water. Locals are fond of say- 
ing that if you can’t see the Ailsa 
Craig, then it’s raining. And if you 
can see it, then it’s about to rain. 

Enhancing its young reputation 
are its Open winners, all of them 
in the World Golf Hall of Fame. 

This is where Tom Watson 
matched scores with Jack Nick- 
laus for three rounds in 1977 and 
beat him with one last birdie, a 
duel that ranks among the best in 
golf. Greg Norman won his first 
major in 1986 behind a 63 in blus- 
tery conditions on the second day. 
Nick Price finished birdie-eagle- 
par in 1994, the last time the Open 
was held at Turnberry. 

“Tt’s a tremendous golf course,” 
Colin Montgomerie said. “It’s a 
golf course I think we all would 
agree has the most character of 
any links course in Britain, espe- 
cially on our rota. Just a fantastic 
place to be.” 

So what can be expected when 
the British Open returns to Turn- 
berry for only the fourth time, 
and the first time in 15 years? 

That introduces another ele- 
ment of its identity, for some be- 
lieve it has shown to be the easiest 
course for golf’s oldest champion- 
ship, and those skeptics only have 
to point to the scores on the par- 
70 links layout. 

@ Watson and Price each won at 
268, ascore beaten only five other 
times in any major contested over 
72 holes. 

m™@ The first time anyone shot 63 








PeTeR Morrison/AP 


The 10th flag blows in the wind with Turnberry lighthouse in the 
background at Turnberry Golf Course in Scotland. The British Open 
begins Thursday at one of the most scenic, if not difficult, courses. 


in the British Open was at Turn- 
berry, in 1977 by Mark Hayes. 
That was matched in 1986 by 
Norman, who had a 30-foot birdie 
putt on the 18th hole for a 61 until 
he three-putted for bogey. 

@ Turnberry set a British Open 
record in 1994 when 148 rounds 
were played under par for the 
tournament. 

Padraig Harrington will go 


for his third straight claret jug 
when the 138th British Open 
gets started Thursday. He played 
the course the last week in May 
during a corporate function and 
didn’t sound overly impressed 
with its difficulty. 

“The two I’ve won are probably 
two of the toughest courses on the 
links rota,’ Harrington said, re- 
ferring to Carnoustie and Royal 


Birkdale. “I don’t think it would 
be considered as tough as those 
two. So while it suits me being a 
links, I wouldn’t look forward to a 
shootout, that’s for sure. I’d prefer 
a tough test that week.” 

Among the unimpressed is 
writer and author Dan Jenkins, 
who recently covered his 200th 
major championship. Jenkins 
was at all three British Opens at 
Turnberry, and offered this in a 
recent Twitter posting: 

“T hear it’s tougher, but I won- 
der if the real par is still 65.” 

And then there are those like 
Fred Couples, whose only British 
Open at Turnberry came in 1986. 
When asked what he remem- 
bered about the test Turnberry 
presents, Couples didn’t hesitate. 

“The hardest British Open 
course I’ve ever played,” he said. 

What about that 268 by Watson 
for a one-shot victory? Hubert 
Green finished third, 10 shots 
back. No one else broke par. 

Weather played a role in 1994. 
The story goes that some 10 days 
before the Open began, during 
an exhibition at Turnberry, the 
course was so dry that when R&A 
secretary Sir Michael Bonallack 
walked onto a green, you could 
hear the grass crunch below his 
metal spikes. It started raining 
the next day, and didn’t let up until 
Price had won the claret jug. 

Not everything about Turnber- 
ry is a mystery. 

The course is some 300 yards 
longer than the last time it held 
the British Open. Whoever 
shoots the lowest score will have 
his name engraved on the silver 
claret jug. And Tiger Woods has a 
chance to win, if only because he 
is playing this year. 

Woods missed his first major as 
a professional last year at Royal 
Birkdale because of season-end- 
ing knee surgery. He has never 
seen Turnberry, which last held 
the British Open the year be- 
fore Woods became eligible. The 
world’s No. 1 player does not hold 
a major title for the first time 
since 2004, yet he looks as though 
that might be about a change the 
way he won his own event at Con- 
gressional last week. 

Then again, Woods also won 
his final tournament before the 
Masters and U.S. Open, and both 
times he tied for sixth. 

His only recollection of Turn- 


berry comes from highlights, 
especially the “Duel in the Sun” 
between Watson and Nicklaus, al- 
though he has not seen enough to 
appreciate what the course is like 
or how it plays. 

It might not matter because of 
the changes. 

Turnberry has been length- 
ened substantially, typical of most 
courses this decade at the majors, 
with some new bunkers in stra- 
tegic spots along the fairway and 
the rerouting of the 16th hole to 
bring the burn into play. 

“T don’t go along with the fact 
it’s one of the easier ones,” R&A 
chief executive Peter Dawson 
said. “We had a couple of them in 
benign weather. With the course 
changes we’ve had, I would put it 
up there with the best.” 

Early scouting reports seem to 
suggest as much. 

Ernie Els played a few prac- 
tice rounds at Turnberry a week 
before the British Open and was 
amazed at how lush the grass 
was, especially outside the fair- 
ways. Britain has gone through 
a wet spring, allowing grass to 
grow, and yet the last month has 
turned dry. That could make for 
the ultimate test of thick rough 
and firm fairways. 

“That could be quite a beast if 
the wind comes up,” Els said. 

Montgomerie told even more 
harrowing tales. Earlier this 
month, he said the club had a 
stroke-play competition for Turn- 
berry members, allowing 150 of its 
best players on the Ailsa Course. 

The numbers were staggering 
— not scores, but lost balls in the 
high grass. 

“They left 480 golf balls on the 
golfcourse,” he said. “That proves, 
avoid the rough at all costs.” 

What kept Turnberry out of 
the rotation for 15 year was the 
growth of the British Open and 
the traffic jam on the one road 
leading to the golf course. Of- 
ficials have added more roads, 
which was more important than 
adding yardage to Turnberry. 

Once there, it will be hard not 
to be impressed with the views 
— inside and outside the ropes. 

“It’s a scenically stunning 
course,” Dawson said. “At the 
same time, it’s a great test of golf.” 
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SCOREBOARD 


Friday 


AFN-Sports, 8 a.m.—MLB: Milwaukee 
at Cincinnati. 

AFN-Xtra, 8 a.m.—MLB: N.Y. Mets at 
Atlanta. 

AFN-Xtra, 11 a.m.—MLB: Houston at 
L.A. Dodgers. 

AFN-Sports, 4 p.m.—Cycling: Tour de 
France, Stage 12, Tonnerre-Vittel (dld). 

AFN-Sports, 8 p.m.— Golf: British Open, 
second round. 


Saturday 


AFN-Xtra, 8 a.m.—MLB: Detroit at N.Y. 
Yankees. 

AFN-Sports, 9 a.m.—MLB: Arizona at 
St. Louis. 

AFN-Pacific, 11 a.m.— MLB: Houston at 
L.A. Dodgers. 

AFN-Xtra, 11 a.m.— MLB: L.A. Angels at 
Oakland. 

AFN-Sports, 4 p.m.—Cycling: Tour de 
France, Stage 13, Vittel-Colmar (dld). 

AFN-Sports, 8 p.m.— Golf: British Open, 
third round. 


All times are Japan and Korea Stan- 
dard; (did) indicates delayed broadcast. 
All listings are subject to change. Visit 
www.myafn.net for more information. 


Pro baseball 





American League 
East Division 
Ww L 


Pct GB 
Boston 54 34 614 — 
New York 51 37 580 3 
Tampa Bay 48 41 539 6% 
Toronto 44 46 489 11 
Baltimore 40 48 455 14 

Central Division 
Detroit 48 39 552 — 
Chicago 45 43 511 3% 
Minnesota 45 44 506 4 
Kansas City 37 =6©51 420 11% 
Cleveland 35 54 393 14 
West Division 

Los Angeles 49 37 570 — 
Texas 48 39 552 1% 
Seattle 46 42 523 4 
Oakland 37 =649 430 12 


Tuesday’s game 
AL All-Stars 4, NL All-Stars 3 
Wednesday’s games 
No games scheduled 
Thursday’s games 
Seattle (Olson 3-2) at Cleveland (Cl. 
Lee 4-9) 
L.A. Angels (E.Santana 1-5) at Oakland 
(Braden 7-7) 
Friday’s games 
Detroit at N.Y. Yankees 
Seattle at Cleveland 
Boston at Toronto 
Minnesota at Texas 
Tampa Bay at Kansas City 
Baltimore at Chicago White Sox 
L.A. Angels at Oakland 


National League 
East piston 


Pct GB 
Philadelphia 48 38 558 — 
Florida 46 44 511 4 
Atlanta 43 45 489 6 
New York 42 45 483 61% 
Washington 26 ~=661 299 22% 

Central Division 
St. Louis 49 42 538 — 
Milwaukee 45 43 511 2% 
Houston 44 44 500 3% 
Chicago 43 43 500 3% 
Cincinnati 42 45 483 5 
Pittsburgh 38 8650 432 9% 
West Division 

Los Angeles 56 32 636 — 
San Francisco 49 39 557 7 
Colorado 47 41 534 
Arizona 38 «O51 427 18% 
San Diego 36 8652 .409 20 


Tuesday’s game 
AL All-Stars 4, NL All-Stars 3 
Wednesday’s games 
No games scheduled 
Thursday’s games 

Chicago Cubs (Harden 5-6) at Wash- 
ington (Lannan 6-6) 

Milwaukee (Looper 7-4) at Cincinnati 
(H.Bailey 1-0) 

N.Y. Mets (O.Perez 2-2) at Atlanta 
(D.Lowe 8-7) 

Philadelphia (Moyer 8-6) at Florida 
(Volstad 6-8) 

Colorado (Cook 8-3) at San Diego 
(Gaudin 4-7) 

Houston (W.Rodriguez 8-6) at L.A. 
Dodgers (Wolf 4-3) 

Friday’s games 

Chicago Cubs at Washington 

San Francisco at Pittsburgh 

Milwaukee at Cincinnati 

Philadelphia at Florida 

N.Y. Mets at Atlanta 

Arizona at St. Louis 

Colorado at San Diego 

Houston at L.A. Dodgers 


Pro football 


NFL Calendar 


July 22 — Signing period ends at 4 p.m. 
EDT for unrestricted free agents who re- 
ceived June 1 tender. 

Aug. 9 — Pro Football Hall of Fame 
Game, Canton, Ohio. 

ave 13-17 — First preseason week- 
end. 

Sept. 1 — Roster cutdown to maximum 
of 75 players. 


Swedish Open 


Wednesday 
At Bastad Tennis Stadiun 
Bastad, Sweden 
Purse: $627,000 (WT250) 
Surface: Clay-Outdoor 
Singles 
First Round 
Daniel Gimeno-Traver, Spain, def. Fed- 
erico Gil, Portugal, 6-1, 6-4. 
Nicolas Almagro (5), Spain, def. Marat 
Safin, Russia, 6-3, 7-6 (6). 
‘Second Round 
Tommy Robredo (3), Spain, def. Peter 
Luczak, Australia, 6-2, 6-3. 
Teimuraz Gabashvili, Russia, def. Bjorn 
Phau, Germany, 6-3, 6-2. 
Robin Soderling (2), Sweden, def. 
Kristof Vliegen, Belgium, 6-2, 6-3. 


Prague Open 


Wednesday 
At ICLTK Praha 
Prague, Czech Republic 
Purse: $145,000 (Tier IV) 
Surface: Clay-Outdoor 
Singles 
Second Round 
Carla Suarez Navarro (4), Spain, def. 
Barbora Zahlavova Strycova, Czech Re- 
public, 6-1, 6-4. 
Francesca Schiavone (1), Italy, def. Po- 
lona Hercog, Slovenia, 6-2, 6-2. 
Lucie Hradecka (7), Czech Republic, 
def. Karolina Sprem, Croatia, 6-2, 4-6, 6- 
4 


* Sybille Bammer (2), Austria, def. Alla 
Kudryavtseva, Russia, 6-1, 6-1. 


Palermo Open 


Wednesday 
At ASD Country Time Club 
Palermo, Sicily 
Purse: $220,000 (Intl.) 
Surface: Clay-Outdoor 
Singles 
First Round 
Patty Schnyder (2), Switzerland def. 
Anastasia Pivovarova, Russia, 6-4, 6-0. 
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Second Round 
Olga Govortsova, Belarus, def. Ekat- 
erina Makarova (6), Russia, 6-2, 6-2. 
Aravane Rezai (7), France, def. Varvara 
Lepchenko, United States, 6-7 (2), 6-4, 6- 
2. 


Tathiana Garbin, Italy, def. Maria Jose 
Martinez Sanchez, Spain, 6-2, 6-3. 

Flavia Pennetta (1), Italy, def. Roberta 
Vinci, Italy, 7-5, 6-1. 

Tuesday 
First Round 

Yaroslava Shvedova, Kazakhstan, def. 
Nathalie Vierin, Italy, 6-3, 6-2. 

Patricia Mayr, Austria, def. Olga Sav- 
chuk, Ukraine, 6-4, 6-4. 

Ekaterina Makarova, Russia, def. Jill 
Craybas, United States, 6-3, 6-1. 

Tathiana Garbin, Italy, def. Edina Gallo- 
vits, Romania, 6-4, 7-5. 

Nuria Llagostera Vives, Spain, def. 
Masa Zec Peskiric, Slovenia, 3-6, 6-4, 6-2. 

Flavia Pennetta (1), Italy, def. Arantxa 
Parra Santonja, Spain, 6-2, 6-3. 

Arantxa Rus, Netherlands, def. Anna 
Floris, Italy, 7-6 (3), 6-4. 

Anna-Lena Groenefeld, Germany, def. 
Gisela Dulko (8), Argentina, 6-4, 6-1. 

Maria Jose Martinez Sanchez, Spain, 
def. Alize Cornet (3), France, 6-2, 6-2. 

Sara Errani (5), Italy def. Mariya Ko- 
ryttseva, Ukraine, 6-4, 6-4. 


Mercedes Cup 


Wednesday 
At TC Weissenhof 
Stuttgart, Germany 
Purse: $627,000 (WT250) 
Surface: Clay-Outdoor 
Singles 
First Round 
Martin Vassallo Arguello, Argentina, 
def. Andrey Golubev, Kazakhstan, 3-6, 6- 
3, 6-0. 
Paul-Henri Mathieu, France, def. 
Mikhail Youzhny, Russia, 7-6 (4), 7-6 (4). 
Second Round 
Alexandre Sidorenko, France, def. Os- 
car Hernandez, Spain, 2-6, 6-4, 6-3. 
Victor Hanescu (4), Romania, def. 
Rainer Schuettler, Germany, 6-2, 6-1. 


Fight schedule 


July 17 

At the Civic Center, Kissimmee, Fla., 
Wilfredo Vazquez Jr., Puerto Rico, vs. 
Cecilio Santos, Mexico, 12, for Vazquez’s 
WBO Latino super bantamweight title. 

At Planet Hollywood, Las Vegas, Brei- 
dis Prescott, Miami, vs. Miguel Vazquez, 
Mexico, 10, lightweights. 

July 18 

At Lancashire, England, Andriy Kotel- 
nik, Germany, vs. Amir Khan, Britain, 12, 
for Kotelnik’s WBA light welterweight 
title; Enzo Maccarinelli, Britain, vs. Denis 
Lebedev, Russia, 12, for the vacant WBO 
Inter-Continental cruiserweight _ title; 
Matthew Hall, Britain, vs. Anthony Small, 
Britain, 12, for Hall’s Commonwealth ju- 
nior middleweight title; Kell Brook, Brit- 
ain, vs. Michael Lomax, Britain, 12, wel- 
terweights. 

At Puerto Vallarta, Mexico, Tomas Ro- 
jas, Mexico, vs. Ricardo Nunez, Panama, 
12, for the interim WBC super flyweight 


title. 
July 24 

At the Don Haskins Convention Cen- 
ter, El Paso, Texas, Antonio Escalante, El 
Paso, Texas, vs. Cornelius Lock, Detroit, 
10, featherweights. 

July 25 

At Yucatan, Mexico, Julio Cesar 
Chavez Jr., Mexico, vs. Jason LeHoullier, 
Portland, Maine, 10, light middleweights; 
Giovanni Segura, Mexico, vs. Sonny Boy 
Jaro, Philippines, 12, for the WBA light 
flyweight title; Urbano Antillon, Mexico, 
vs. Miguel Acosta, Venezuela, 12, for the 
interim WBA lightweight title; Juan Al- 
berto Rosas, Mexico, vs. Alejandro Mar- 
tinez, Mexico, 12, super flyweights; Jesus 
Soto Karass, Los Angeles, vs. Antonio 
Diaz, Mexico, 10, welterweights. 

July 31 

At Johannesburg, South Africa, Mzon- 
ke Fana, South Africa, vs. Jasper Seroka, 
South Africa, 12, IBF junior lightweight 
eliminator. 

At Seminole Hard Rock Hotel and Casi- 
no, Hollywood, Fla., Julio Diaz, Coachella, 
Calif., vs. Victor Manuel Cayo, Dominican 
Republic, 10, lightweights; Chazz With- 
erspoon, Paulsboro, N.J., vs. Carl Davis 
Drumond, Costa Rica, 10, heavyweights. 

At Temecula, Calif., Marvin Quintero, 


Mexico, vs. Tyrone Harris, Lansing, Mich., 
10, junior lightweights. 
Aug. 1 

At Agua Caliente Casino, Rancho 
Mirage, Calif., Timothy Bradley, Palm 
Spends: Calif., vs. Nate Campbell, Jack- 
sonville, Fla., 12, for Bradley’s WBO super 
lightweight title; Devon Alexander, St. 
Louis, vs. Junior Witter, England, 12, for 
the vacant WBC super lightweight title. 


Aug. 7 

At Buffalo Bill’s Star Arena, Primm, 
Nev., Alfredo Angulo, Coachella, Calif., 
vs. Gabriel Rosado, Philadelphia, 10, ju- 
nior middleweights. 

Aug. 15 

At the Gold Coast Arena, Biloxi, 
Miss., Roy Jones Jr., Pensacola, Fla., vs. 
Jeff Lacy, St. Petersburg, Fla., 12, light 
heavyweights; Danny Green, Australia, 
vs. Julio Cesar Dominguez, Argentina, 
12, cruiserweights; Verquan Kimbrough, 
Pittsburgh, vs. Mike Anchondo, La Pu- 
ente, Calif., 10, lightweights. 

At Hard Rock Hotel and Casino, Las 
Vegas, Nonito Donaire, San Leandro, Ca- 
lif.. vs. Hugo Fidel Cazares, Mexico, 12, 
for the interim WBA super flyweight ti- 
tle; Steven Luevano, La Puente, Calif., vs. 
Bernabe Concepcion, Philippines, 12, for 
Luevano’s WBO featherweight title. 

Aug. 21 

At the Orleans Hotel & Casino, Las 
Vegas, Oliver McCall, Martinsville, Va., 
vs. Franklin Lawrence, Indianapolis, 12, 
for McCall’s IBA Intercontinental heavy- 
weight title. 

Aug. 22 


At Toyota Center, Houston, Malcolm 
Klassen, South Africa, vs. Robert Guer- 
rero, Gilroy, Calif., 12, for Klassen’s IBF 
super featherweight title; Juan Diaz, 
Houston, vs. Paul Malignaggi, Brooklyn, 
N.Y., 12, light welterweights. 

Aug. 29 

At Halle, Germany, Victor Emiliano 
Ramirez, Argentina, vs. Marco Huck, 
Germany, 12, for Ramirez’s WBO cruiser- 
weight title; Karo Murat, Germany, vs. 
Lorenzo Di Giacomo, Italy, 12, for Murat’s 
European super middleweight title. 

Sept. 19 

At the MGM Grand, Las Vegas, Floyd 
Mayweather, Las Vegas, vs. Juan Manuel 
Marquez, Anaheim, Calif., 12, welter- 
weights. 


Tuesday’s transactions 


BASEBALL 
National League 
FLORIDA MARLINS—Named Carolina 
Perrina director of business communica- 


tions. 
BASKETBALL 
National Basketball Association 

ATLANTA HAWKS—Traded the rights 
to F-C David Andersen to Houston for an 
undisclosed second-round draft pick, 
cash and future considerations. 

CHICAGO BULLS—Reached a contract 
settlement with F Tim Thomas and re- 
quested waivers on him. 

INDIANA PACERS—Signed G Dahntay 
Jones to a four-year contract. 

NEW JERSEY NETS—Promoted Aaron 
Harris to senior director-public rela- 
tions. 

UTAH JAZZ—Re- -signed G_ Ronnie 


Price. 
FOOTBALL 
National Football League 
NEW YORK JETS—Signed TE Richard 


Owens. 
HOCKEY 
National Hockey League 

CAROLINA HURRICANES—Agreed to 
terms with RW Tom Kostopoulos on a 
three-year contract. 

CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS—Promoted 
Stan Bowman to general manager. Re- 
assigned Dale Tallon to senior advisor, 
hockey operations. 

COLUMBUS BLUE JACKETS—Signed D 
Mathieu Roy to a one-year contract. 

NASHVILLE PREDATORS=—Signed F Ben 
Guite to a one-year contract. Agreed to 
terms with F Ryan Maki on a one-year 
contract. 

NEW YORK RANGERS—Agreed_ to 
terms with D Corey Potter. 

COLLEGE 

CHARLOTTE—Named Brandon Hall as- 
sociate head baseball coach. 

EAST CAROLINA—Named Nick Schna- 
bel assistant baseball coach. 

FLORIDA—Named Dick Booth assis- 
tant track and field coach. 

MASSACHUSETTS-MARITIME—An- 
nounced the addition of women’s la- 
crosse as a varsity sport, effective in 
2012. 

MINNESOTA—Announced S Tramaine 
Brock and RB Hasan Lipscomb will not 
play next season. 

MINNESOTA STATE-MANKATO— 
Named Jon Austin women’s assistant 
hockey coach and Dean Williamson 
women’s volunteer assistant hockey 
coach. 

NORTHWESTERN STATE—Named My- 
randa Hill women’s assistant soccer 
coach. 

PRESBYTERIAN—Named Matthew Tay- 
lor strength and conditioning coach. 

PROVIDENCE—Signed men’s basket- 
ball coach Keno Davis and athletic direc- 
tor Bob Driscoll to contract extensions 
through the 2015-16 season. 


Pro basketball 


WNBA 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 
L Pct GB 
Indiana 10 2 833 — 
Connecticut 6 6 .500 4 
Washington 6 6 500 4 
Atlanta 7 8 467 4% 
Chicago 7 8 467 4% 
New York 4 7 364 5% 
Detroit 3 7 .300 66 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 
W L Pct GB 
Phoenix 10 4 714 —- 
Seattle 8 5 6615 1% 
Minnesota 9 6 600 1% 
San Antonio 6 6 500 3 
Los Angeles 4 8 .333 5 
Sacramento 10 .231 6% 


3 

Monday’s games 
No games scheduled 

Tuesday’s game 
Connecticut 82, Los Angeles 71 

Wednesday’ Ss games 

San Antonio 79, Washington 78 
Indiana 84, Chicago 74 
Atlanta 91, Minnesota 77 
Sacramento at Phoenix 
Detroit at Seattle 

Thursday’s games 
No games scheduled 

Friday’s games 

Atlanta at Indiana 
Connecticut at San Antonio 
Seattle at Sacramento 
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Soccer 


CONCACAF Gold Cup 


QUARTERFINALS 
Saturday, July 18 
At Philadelphia 
Canada vs. Honduras 
United States vs. Panama 
Sunday, July 19 
At Arlington, Texas 
Guadeloupe vs. Costa Rica 
Mexico vs. Haiti 
SEMIFINALS 
Thursday, July 23 
At Chicago 
Philadelphia quarterfinal winners 
Arlington quarterfinal winners 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
Sunday, July 26 
At East Rutherford, N.J. 
Semifinals winners 


MLS 


Eastern Conference 


W L T Pts GF GA 
Chicago 6 3 7 25 23 20 
Toronto FC 7 6 4 25 24 26 
D.C. 5 3 9 24 26 25 
Columbus 5 3 9 24 22 21 
Kansas City 5 6 5 20 19 18 
New England 4 5 5 17 15 21 
New York 213 4 10 15 30 
Western Conference 
Ww L T Pts GF GA 
Houston 9 4 4 31 22 12 
Seattle 7 3 7 28 26 16 
Chivas USA 8 5 3 27 19 13 
Colorado 6 4 6 24 23 20 
Los Angeles 5 3 9 24 19 18 
Real Salt Lake 5 6 5 20 23 18 
FC Dallas 4 8 5 17 20 26 
San Jose 3 9 4 13 19 31 
NOTE: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 


Thursday’s game 
Los Angeles at New York 
Saturday’s games 
Houston at Toronto FC 
Colorado at D.C. United 
Real Salt Lake at Columbus 
San Jose at Chicago 
Sunday’s game 
Chivas USA at New England 
Friday, July 24 
FC Dallas at Real Salt Lake 
Saturday, July 25 
Chicago at Seattle 
Toronto FC at Columbus 
New England at Houston 
Los Angeles at Kansas City 
New York at Colorado 
D.C. United at San Jose 


WPS 

W L T Pts GF GA 
Los Angeles 11 2 4 37 24 6 
Saint Louis 7 5 2 23 13 12 
Boston 5 6 3 18 15 16 
Sky Blue FC 5 6 3 18 11 12 
Chicago 4 6 5 17 13 17 
Washington 4 6 4 16 18 22 
FC Gold Pride 3 8 3 12 12 21 

NOTE: Three points for victory, one 

point for tie. 


Wednesday’s games 
Chicago at Boston 
Washington at Sky Blue FC 

Saturday’s game 
Saint Louis at Washington 

Sunday’s games 
Chicago at Sky Blue FC 
Boston at FC Gold Pride 

Wednesday, July 22 

Sky Blue at Saint Louis 
Thursday, July 23 

Los Angeles at FC Gold Pride 
Saturday, July 25 

Sky Blue FC at Boston 

Sunday, July 26 
Washington at Chicago 
FC Gold Pride at Saint Louis 
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July 17 

1939 — Henry Picard beats Byron 
Nelson 1-up in 37 holes to win the PGA 
championship. 

1955 — Beverly Hanson beats Louise 
Suggs by three strokes in a playoff to 
capture the first LPGA championship. 

1966 — Jim Ryun becomes the first 
American to hold the record in the mile 
since 1937. Ryun clocks 3:51.3 at Berke- 
ley, Calif., to shatter Michel Jazy’s mark 
of 3:53.6. 

1974 — Bob Gibson strikes out Cesar 
Geronimo of the Reds in the second in- 
ning to become the second pitcher in 
major league history to record 3,000 
strikeouts. 

1979 — Sebastian Coe breaks the world 
record in the mile with a time of 3:48.95 
in Oslo, Norway. The time is rounded up 
to 3:49. 

1983 — Bobby Hebert passes for 314 
yards and three touchdowns to lead the 
Michigan Panthers to a 24-22 win over 
the Philadelphia Stars in the first USFL 
championship game. 

1990 — Minnesota becomes the first 
team in major league history to pull off 
two triple plays in one game, but still 
loses 1-0 to Boston. 

1994 — Brazil wins a record fourth 
World Cup soccer title, taking the first 
shootout in championship game history 
over Italy. 

2005 — Tiger Woods records another 
ruthless performance at St. Andrews, 
closing with a 2-under 70 to win the Brit- 
ish Open for his 10th career major. He 
wins by five shots, the largest margin in 
any major since Woods won by eight at 
St. Andrews five years ago. He joins Jack 
Nicklaus as the only players to win the 
career Grand Slam twice. 
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Stripes. 


SPOTTED 















Stripes SPOTTED is the photo share site for the 
military community worldwide. And it’s completely FREE! 


Stripes SPOTTED is the perfect place to post those pictures 
of last night’s game—or Welcome Home ceremony. 
Upload pix of your kids, pets, friends, family or unit. 

This is the place to see and be seen and 

we want to help YOU get spotted. 


Stars and Stripes provides all the online tools you need. 
It's easy, it’s quick — and in no time you'll have images 

to share and galleries to visit. 

Stripes SPOTTED is for YOUR community and YOUR photos. 


What are you waiting for? 


Go to http://spotted.stripes.com and get SPOTTED today! 
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LAURENT Resours/AP 


Britain’s Mark Cavendish, left, American Tyler Farrar, center, and 
Belarus’ Yauheny Hutarovich, right, race to the finish line Wednesday 
during the final yards of the 11th stage of the Tour de France, which 
covered 119.3 miles from Vatan to Saint-Fargeau, France. 


Tour de France 


Cavendish wins stage; 
Armstrong still in 3rd 


By JEROME PUGMIRE 
The Associated Press 


SAINT-FARGEAU, France 
— Mark Cavendish won the 11th 
stage of the Tour de France on 
Wednesday, Rinaldo Nocentini of 
Italy held onto the yellow jersey 
and Lance Armstrong remained 
third overall. 

Armstrong finished safely in 
the main pack, with his Astana 
teammate Alberto Contador nar- 
rowly ahead of him in second 
place overall after Wednesday’s 
119-mile trek from Vatan to 
Saint-Fargeau. 

Nocentini leads Contador by 
six seconds and Armstrong trails 
by eight. 

“T feel in very good shape,” No- 
centini said. “I hope to keep the 
yellow jersey.” 

Nocentini was among the rid- 
ers who fell in two early crashes, 
giving Belgian rider Johan Van 
Summeren and Marcin Sapa of 
Poland the opportunity to break 
away after 18.7 miles. 

“T was in a fall, but nothing too 
serious. I didn’t hurt myself,” No- 
centini said. “I managed to get 
back up and finish calmly.” 

Cavendish sealed his second 
straight stage victory and fourth 
of the Tour. The British cyclist 
finished about half a bike length 
ahead of American Tyler Farrar 
in a sprint finish on a flat stage. 
The 24-year-old Cavendish fin- 
ished in 4 hours, 17 minutes, 55 
seconds. 

Armstrong, who did not stop for 
reporters after the stage, finished 
in 54th place. Contador was 43rd. 

“Fast start, crashes a plenty, 
then a breakaway,” Armstrong 
wrote on his Twitter feed. “Ended 
up being pretty relaxed. Cav wins 
again. [No.] 4 for him. Congrats to 
him.” 

Cavendish took the green jersey 
from Thor Hushovd of Norway, 
who finished fifth, and equaled 
British rider Barry Hoban’s tally 
of eight Tour stage wins. The 
green jersey is worn by the Tour’s 
top sprinter. 

“T was able to get the jump on 
Thor and win, so it was perfect,” 
Cavendish said. “It was just beau- 
tiful the way the guys could adapt 


Stage 11 


Wednesday 
At Saint-Fargeau, France 

119.3 miles from Vatan to Saint- 
Fargeau 

1. Mark Cavendish, Britain, Team 
Columbia-High Road, 4 hours, 17 
minutes, 55 seconds. 

2. Tyler Farrar, United States, Gar- 
min-Slipstream, same time. 

3. Yauheni Hutarovich, Belarus, 
Francaise des Jeux, same time. 

4. Oscar Freire, ‘Spain, Rabobank, 
same time. 

5. Thor Hushovd, Norway, Cervelo 
Test Team, same time. 

Also 

34. Rinaldo Nocentini, Italy, AG2R- 
La Mondiale, same time. 

38. Bradley Wiggins, Britain, Gar- 
min-Slipstream, same time. 

43. Alberto Contador, Spain, As- 
tana, same time. 

54. Lance Armstrong, United 
States, Astana, same time. 

55. Christian Vande Velde, United 
States, Garmin-Slipstream, same 
time. 

64. Danny Pate, United States, Gar- 
min-Slipstream, same time. 

70. Levi Leipheimer, United States, 
Astana, same time. 

82. George Hincapie, United 
States, Team Columbia-High Road, 
same time. 

161. David Zabriskie, United 
States, Garmin- -Slipstream, 38 sec- 
onds behind. 

Overall Standings 
Rinaldo Nocentini, Italy, AG2R- 
La Monde = 43 hours, 28 minutes, 59 
saa ase 
Alberto Contador, Spain, Asta- 
na, 7 seconds behind. 

3. Lance Armstrong, United States, 
Astana, :08. 

4. Levi Leipheimer, United States, 
Astana, :39 

5. Bradley Wiggins, Britain, Gar- 
min-Slipstream, :46. 

Also 

8. Christian Vande Velde, United 
States, Garmin-Slipstream, 1:24. 

28. George Hincapie, United States, 
Team Columbia-High Road, 5:25. 

68. David Zabriskie, United States, 
Garmin-Slipstream, 30:28. 

163. Tyler Farrar, United States, 


Garmin-Slipstream, 1:26:32. 
166. Danny Pate, United States, 
Garmin-Slipstream, 1:30:55. 





to the situation and deliver me to 
the sprint.” 

Cavendish will defend the 
green jersey on another flat stage 
Thursday, a 131-mile trek from 
Tonnerre to Vittel featuring six 
small hills. The course again 
favors sprinters, and time dif- 
ferences are unlikely to be sig- 
nificant among the top three. 

Armstrong’s rivalry with Con- 
tador could be reignited Friday, 
with a small opportunity for an 
attack on one tough climb up the 
Col du Platzerwasel. However, 
such an attack likely be more 
effective in Sunday’s 15th stage 
— which features a tough uphill 
ride to Verbier. 
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Kurt Busch isn 
o rehash Chic 





By GEORGE HENRY 
The Associated Press 


HAMPTON, Ga. — Kurt 
Busch is no hurry to talk to Jim- 
mie Johnson after some late-race 
bumping last weekend at Chica- 
goland Speedway. 

On the second day of tire test- 
ing at Atlanta Motor Speedway, 
Busch said he’ll wait until next 
week to talk to NASCAR’s three- 
time defending Cup champion. 

“T just feel like the way things 
went down and that we’re on to- 
tally opposite ends, we need a 
little bit more time to go by and 
we'll talk to each other at Indy,” 
Busch said Tuesday. “I'll reach 
out for him.” 

Both will be at Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway on July 26 for 
the All-State 400. 

At Chicagoland, Johnson lost 
his lead to Hamlin late in the 
race and was racing three-wide 
with Busch and Jeff Gordon. 
Gordon appeared to get under 
Johnson, whose No. 48 Chevrolet 
got loose and made contact with 
Busch, who retaliated by turning 
his No. 2 Dodge into the No. 48 
Chevrolet. 

Afterward, Busch said he was 
starting to lose faith in Johnson’s 
“ability to be a three-time cham- 
pion on the track.” And Johnson 
criticized Busch’s temper and 
claimed the driver was coming to 
intentionally tag him for a second 
time. 








Three days later, Busch wasn’t 
eager to rehash it. 

“We have a week off,” he said. 
“We’ll sort it out when we get to 
Indy.” 

Hamlin said he corresponds 
regularly with Gordon, Tony 
Stewart and other top drivers to 
keep the lines of communication 
open. 

“T text them and ask them what 
do they expect from me as a com- 
petitor,” Hamlin said. “You know, 
‘How can I make your job easier? 
How can I make my job easier? So 
that way, when I come up on you, 
I don’t dread racing you because 
you’re going to race the crap out of 
me.’ I want them to feel the same 
way. I don’t want them to have to 
come up to me and know that they 
have to race me hard.” 


t eager 
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Though he’s not as close to 
Johnson, Hamlin said he believes 
they understand each other. 

“T’ve talked to Jimmie before, 
and we know what to expect from 
each other,’ Hamlin said. “We 
race each other hard, because 
we know we’re the guys to beat to 
win the race.” 

Hamlin, Busch, Stewart and 
Jamie McMurray spent Monday 
and Tuesday testing tires that 
Goodyear is developing for the 
first night race at Atlanta Motor 
Speedway, the Pep Boys Auto 500 
on Sept. 6. 

When the series resumes at 
Indy, Johnson will hold third 
place in the points standings be- 
hind Stewart and Gordon. Busch 
is fourth and Hamlin fifth. 


Mosley reconfirms he wont seek 
another term as president of FIA 


By PAauL LOGOTHETIS 
The Associated Press 


MADRID — Scandal-plagued 
Max Mosley will not seek re- 
election as FIA president and 
will back Frenchman Jean Todt 
to succeed him after 16 years in 
charge of world motorsport. 

The 69-year-old Mosley an- 
nounced last month that he 
wouldn’t seek a fifth term after 
brokering a deal with the For- 
mula One Teams Association to 
avert a rival series. However, he 
later said in a newspaper inter- 
view that he might reconsider. 

That reversal led teams to reit- 
erate their push for a breakaway 
series at last weekend’s German 
Grand Prix. The Formula One 
Teams Association refused to 
comment Wednesday on whether 
Mosley’s decision had averted any 
more talk of a parallel series. 

Mosley said on Wednesday he 
received “almost 100 messages 
from FIA member clubs urging 
me to think again” but that he 
thought it was time to move on. 

“Extremely grateful though I 
am for all the letters, e-mails and 
messages I have received, I have 
decided to reconfirm my deci- 


sion. I will not be a candidate in 
October,” Mosley wrote in a letter 
to the FIA membership. 

Mosley has been the president 
of the FIA, the international au- 
tomobile federation that governs 
Formula One racing, since 1993. 

“From a personal point of view, 
it would be very difficult for me 
to change my mind and stand 
again,’ Mosley said. “I began 
some months ago to rearrange 
my family life with effect from 
next October. 

“To continue now would greatly 
complicate my domestic arrange- 
ment and be inconsistent with my 
obligations to my family, particu- 
larly after our recent loss. Also, 
I have felt for some time that I 
would like to work less. After all, 
I will be 70 next year.” 

Mosley’s son died from a drug 
overdose in May. Mosley told for- 
mer World Rally champion Ari 
Vatanen, who is the only official 
candidate for October’s election, 
that he was relieved to stand 
down. 

“T asked him how he was feel- 
ing and he said it was like a big 
weight coming off his shoulders,” 
Vatanen told The Associated 
Press. 


“Obviously it’s a big decision 
for him to stand down. FIA has 
played such a big part in his life.” 

Although Mosley’s_ contribu- 
tions to motor sport have been 
numerous — most notably im- 
proving safety measures to such 
an extent that no driver has been 
killed since 1994 — his leadership 
has come with baggage. 

Mosley, the son of British Union 
of Fascists party founder Oswald 
Mosley, survived a confidence 
vote last year after a British tab- 
loid revealed he had participated 
in a sadomasochistic sex party 
with five prostitutes. 

Former Ferrari team principal 
Todt, a close friend of Mosley’s, is 
yet to announce his candidacy. 

“Jean is unquestionably the 
outstanding motorsport manager 
of his generation and arguably 
of any generation,” Mosley said. 
“If he agrees to stand, I think he 
would be the ideal person to con- 
tinue but also to extend the work 
of the past 16 years. He can be re- 
lied on in all areas where the FIA 
is active. I very much hope you 
will give him your support.” 


AP Sports Writer Rob Harris contrib- 
uted to this report from London. 
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Sports briefs 


Favre WI 


The Associated Press 


HATTIESBURG, Miss. — 
Brett Favre acknowledged he’s 
“running out of time” to decide 
whether he’lI play for the Minne- 
sota Vikings this season. 

The quarterback told The As- 
sociated Press on Wednesday that 
he’ll give the Vikings an answer 
on whether he’ll play by the July 
30 start of training camp. Favre 
has been working out with the 
Oak Grove High School football 
team three days a week all sum- 
mer, but added a Sunday workout 
this week. 

“There’s two weeks left and ’m 
doing everything I can,’ Favre 
said. “I was down here Sunday 
morning working out. I’m trying 
to get everything to where I feel 
100 percent when I go in. I can’t 
go in any less. When you’re 39 
years old, it’s hard enough. But 
it’s getting there.” 

The former Packers and Jets 
quarterback said surgery to re- 
pair a biceps tendon in his throw- 
ing arm was successful and that 
he has enough velocity to return 
to the NFL. He’s just not sure 
whether that means he’Il be able 
to compete for an entire season. 

“T felt like going to New York 
last year that I still had it,” Favre 
said. “I didn’t know my arm was 
hurt at the time. So that’s what I 
try to get across to people. I had 
that fixed, the surgery to fix that, 
so I’m trying to make sure that if 
I go back that part is completely 
resolved.” 

It looked like it Wednesday 
morning, when Favre hit a vari- 
ety of passes to high school and 
college receivers. He was crisp 
on short timing passes and was 
hitting receivers in the end zone 
from about 50 yards away. He 
attempted a few deep passes off 
bootlegs and usually hit his tar- 
gets in stride. 

Favre’s spirals held true and he 
showed he has plenty of zip when 
he tossed a deep pass to a college 
receiver who dropped by to work 
out. The pass split the receiver’s 
hands and hit him in the face. 


Lakers pull offer 
to power forward Odom 


LOS ANGELES — The Los An- 
geles Lakers retracted an offer to 
Lamar Odom, saying talks to re- 
sign the free agent are stalled. 

Lakers public relations director 
John Black said the NBA cham- 
pions took the offer off the table 
in the past two days. “There are 
specifics behind why we pulled 
it, but that’s not something we’re 
going to get into,” Black said. 

According to the Los Angeles 
Times, Lakers owner Jerry Buss 
offered the power forward two 
deals. One was worth $36 million 
for four years and the other was 
for $10 million a season for three 
years. Odom, who will turn 30 in 
November, made $14.1 million 
last season. Black said talks with 
Odom’s agent, Jeff Schwartz, 
have been on and off. 

Odom played a key role off the 
bench in the Lakers’ champion- 
ship run. He averaged 12.3 points 
and 9.1 rebounds during the 
playoffs. 
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Brett Favre drops back to pass during a workout with the Oak Grove 
High School football team in Hattiesburg, Miss., on Wednesday. The 
quarterback, 39, is preparing for a possible return to the NFL. 


WNBA’s Taurasi faces 
extreme DUI charge 


PHOENIX — Diana Taurasi 
of the WNBA’s Phoenix Mercury 
faces three drunken-driving-re- 
lated charges, including extreme 
DUI, for a July 2 incident in which 
she also was cited for speeding. 

A Phoenix police report re- 
leased Tuesday shows Taurasi’s 
blood-alcohol level was 0.17 per- 
cent, or more than twice the Ari- 
zona legal limit of 0.08 percent. 

The star guard, 27, was cited 
hours after she scored 22 points 
in the Mercury’s 93-81 victory 
over the Seattle Storm. 

Taurasi pleaded not guilty to 
the DUI charges and not respon- 
sible to the speeding citation. 

A police officer who stopped 
Taurasi’s vehicle after seeing it 
drift outside a traffic lane near 
downtown Phoenix claims she 
was driving nearly 20 mph over 
the 35 mph limit. 

Her next scheduled court date 
is July 22. 

“We’re aware of the recent re- 
ports in regards to the situation 
with Diana Taurasi,” the Mercu- 
ry said in a statement. “Our orga- 
nization takes these matters very 
seriously. We have discussed the 
matter internally and determined 
that until all the facts are known 
to us, it would be inappropriate to 
announce a particular course of 
action.” 

Also: 

m™The WNBA said Indiana 
Fever forward Tamika Catchings 


received the most votes for next 
week’s All-Star Game. 

Catchings received 94,316 
votes in final results announced 
Tuesday, earning her sixth selec- 
tion to the game and leading the 
balloting for the second time in 
her career. 

San Antonio’s Becky Hammon 
(88,991) and Seattle teammates 
Lauren Jackson (88,685) and Sue 
Bird (88,591) earned starting 
spots for the Western Conference. 
Joining Catchings as starters for 
the East in the July 25 game at 
Uncasville, Conn., will be Fever 
teammate Katie Douglas, Chica- 
go’s Candice Dupree and Sylvia 
Fowles, and Washington’s Alana 
Beard. Also elected for the West 
were Los Angeles’ Lisa Leslie, 
currently sidelined by a sprained 
right knee, and Seattle’s Swin 
Cash — giving the Storm three 
starters. 


Islanders sign top pick 
to three-year deal 


UNIONDALE, N.Y. — John Ta- 
vares signed a three-year entry- 
level contract with the New York 
Islanders, who took the 19-year- 
old standout first overall in last 
month’s NHL Draft. 

The high-scoring center had 
215 goals and 218 assists over 
four seasons in the Ontario Hock- 
ey League, his goal total breaking 
the 33-year-old record held by 
Peter Lee. Tavares led the OHL 
in goals (58) and points (104) last 
season, splitting time between 
Oshawa and London. 


He was the Canadian Hock- 
ey League player of the year 
for 2007, after breaking Wayne 
Gretzky’s record for goals in a 
season with 72. 

Tavares won back-to-back gold 
medals for Canada at the World 
Junior Championships, and was 
chosen tournament MVP in 2009 
after finishing with eight goals 
and seven assists. His 12 goals in 
the tournament tied him with fel- 
low Canadians Eric Lindros and 
Jeff Carter for the top spot. 

Tavares is the fourth No. 1 
overall pick for the Islanders, 
joining goaltender Rick DiPietro 
in 2000, Billy Harris in 1974 and 
Denis Potvin in 1973. 

Also: 

m@ The NHL and NBC agreed to 
a two-year extension of their tele- 
vision contract that will keep the 
league on the network from the 
2010 Winter Classic at Fenway 
Park through the end of the 2010- 
11 season. 


Bowden says he didn’t leave 
Clemson by choice 


FLORENCE, Ala. — Former 
Clemson coach Tommy Bowden 
said he didn’t leave the football 
program by choice. 

Bowden said this week that he 
has never resigned from a job. 

He said he went to work last 
Oct. 13 expecting to keep coach- 
ing, but athletic director Terry 
Don Phillips came to his door 
early in the morning. 

The meeting ended _ with 
Bowden agreeing to step down. 
He received a $3.5 million buy- 
out and was replaced by assistant 
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ll give Vikings decision by July 30 


head coach Dabo Swinney. 

Bowden had said little about 
his departure from Clemson, but 
spoke at a fundraising event for 
the University of North Alabama, 
where brothers Terry and Jeff 
are coaching. The 55-year-old is 
moving to a condo near Panama 
City, Fla., and said he is open to 
coaching again. 


Elsewhere ... 


m@ Japan defeated the visiting 
United States 8-3 Wednesday to 
even the college baseball cham- 
pionship series at 2-2 and force 
a deciding fifth game. Shingo 
Kamegai hit a two-run, opposite- 
field homer in the fourth to give 
Japan a 5-1 lead. Team USA had 
10 hits, but stranded 16 runners. 

@ Preakness-winning filly 
Rachel Alexandra will tackle 
the boys again in the $1 million 
Haskell Invitational on Aug. 
2 at New Jersey’s Monmouth 
Park. 

MLawyer Ron, among the 
Kentucky Derby favorites in 
2006 and a champion older 
horse in 2007, was euthanized 
Friday night because of com- 
plications from colic surgery. 
When the 6-year-old horse was 
retired from racing last year, he 
had earned nearly $2.8 million. 

m@Spinal surgery for former 
UNLV basketball coach Jerry 
Tarkanian, 79, was delayed. 
The operation had been sched- 
uled Tuesday in California. The 
Las Vegas Sun reports that Tar- 
kanian’s son, Danny Tarkanian, 
said his father’s blood is too 
thin for surgery. 


Earn Continuous Learning Points for 
more than 55 hours of free training at 
GSA OUTREACH | Asia 2009. 


BF-TWVom @xoyanlanlelaliavm@x-laic-ls 


Yokota AB, JAPAN 
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The U.S. General Services Administration 


is proud to announce our first-ever 
Products and Services Exposition and 


Training Conference designed specifically 
for our military and federal customers in the 


Asia-Pacific region. 


More than 55 hours of free training 
28 distinct mission-oriented courses 


Continuous Learning Points (CLPs) 


Awarded for most courses 


Exhibits from today’s leading companies 
GSA Schedule contractors offering a wide 


Free training. 


array of products and services 


Starts next week! 
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Register today at outreachasia.gsa.gov 
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Pitcher heading 
straight to DL to 
rehab shoulder 


By DAN GELSTON 
The Associated Press 


PHILADELPHIA — Pedro 
Martinez said he was “too brave” 
when he pitched hurt his final 
years in New York, and he’s excit- 
ed about his return to the majors 
with the Philadelphia Phillies. 

Martinez agreed to a $1 mil- 
lion, one-year contract with the 
Phillies on Wednesday. 

The team put the three-time Cy 
Young winner on the 15-day dis- 
abled list because of a shoulder 
strain. Phillies general manager 
Ruben Amaro Jr. said he has con- 
fidence Martinez will be ready 
pitch in two to three weeks. 

Martinez went 5-6 with a 5.61 
ERA for the New York Mets last 
year. He pitched in the World 
Baseball Classic before this 
season. 

“The last few years have 
been horrible,” Martinez said “I 
haven’t felt the way I wanted to 
feel. I wasn’t the same Pedro you 
were accustomed to seeing.” 

The eight-time All-Star will 
need to make at least a few starts 


MLB briefs 


Martinez signs with Phils 





FRANK FRANKLIN II/AP 


Pedro Martinez, a three-time Cy 
Young Award winner, agreed to 
a contract with Philadelphia but 
will head straight to the DL. 


in the minors before he’s ready 
to join Philadelphia’s depleted 
rotation. 

Martinez, 37, was in good spir- 
its, cracking jokes and telling 
stories before holding up his No. 
45 jersey. He topped 91 mph in 
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workouts scouted by the Phillies 
and believes his injury problems 
are finished. 

“T was stupid for pitching not in 
the regular health that you should 
have been,” Martinez said. 

The defending World Series 
champion Phillies have been hit 
by injuries to their starting ro- 
tation. Brett Myers had hip sur- 
gery in June. Antonio Bastardo, 
who replaced Myers, landed on 
the disabled list after making 
five starts. The NL East leaders 
have used nine starters through 
86 games. They used only seven 
starters last season. 

“Of course, there’s some risk 
here,’ Amaro said. “But we’d 
rather risk it on someone of his 
caliber and who knows how to 
win.” 

Martinez is 214-99 with a 2.91 
ERA in 17 seasons with the Los 
Angeles Dodgers, Montreal, Bos- 
ton and the Mets. He helped the 
Red Sox win the World Series in 
2004. 

He said he was picky about 
what team he wanted to pitch for, 
and spurned other organizations 
and minor-league contracts to 
pitch for the Phillies. 

Martinez hoped the Mets would 
show interest, but understood 
why they passed. 

“T didn’t do as well as I wanted 
to,’ Martinez said. “I’m pretty 
sure they know it.” 


yelig expects ‘meaningtul offer’ 
from Nats for top pick Strasburg 


The Associated Press 


ST. LOUIS — On the day pitch- 
er Stephen Strasburg was voted 
the Golden Spikes Award as the 
top amateur player in the United 
States, baseball commissioner 
Bud Selig predicted the Washing- 
ton Nationals will make “a very 
meaningful offer” to the No. 1 
draft pick. 

Selig also hinted that manage- 
ment will propose major changes 
to the amateur draft during col- 
lective bargaining in 2011. It’s 
possible baseball will propose a 
firm slotting system of signing 
bonuses. 

Amateur picks are free to ne- 
gotiate any contract they can, but 
management has a system of slot- 
ting recommendations and tries 
to get teams to adhere to it. Some 
do, and some don’t. 

“Prince Fielder, Ryan Braun, 
Ryan Zimmerman, Ryan How- 
ard, I could go on and on, they all 
signed at slot or under. They’re 
all doing pretty well,” Selig said 
during a question-and-answer 
session with the Baseball Writers’ 
Association of America. “Let’s be 
honest about it: In this economy, 
the numbers that are being spent 
are pretty good.” 

Strasburg, who has a fastball 
that’s been clocked at 102 mph, 
was 13-1 with a 1.32 ERA. He 
beat out Dustin Ackley (North 
Carolina), Mike Leake (Arizona 


State), Kent Matthes (Alabama), 
and A.J. Morris (Kansas State) 
for the Golden Spikes Award. 

Strasburg is represented by 
adviser Scott Boras. Talks are 
expected to go up to the Aug. 17 
deadline, and Strasburg could re- 
ceive a package worth more than 
the record $10.5 million pitcher 
Mark Prior got from the Chicago 
Cubs following the 2001 amateur 
draft. 

“They’re very sincere about 
signing Strasburg, and I’m hope- 
ful that they will, and I know 
they’re going to make him a very 
meaningful offer,’ Selig said. 
“Now, what happens from there 
is going to be up to Mr. Boras 
and Mr. Strasburg and what they 
want to do, and what the Nation- 
als want to do.” 


Baseball Writers reject 
steroids committee 


ST. LOUIS — Baseball writers 
have turned down a proposal to 
form a committee for developing 
guidelines on evaluating players 
from the steroids era in Hall of 
Fame voting. 

Chicago Sun-Times columnist 
Rick Telander, who brought the 
matter up at a Chicago chapter 
meeting last month, made the 
proposal Tuesday at a national 
meeting of the Baseball Writers’ 
Association of America. The pro- 
posal was voted down 30-25. 

Current rules ask voters to con- 


sider a player’s “record, playing 
ability, integrity, sportsmanship, 
character, and contributions to 
the team(s) on which the player 
played.” Writers who have been 
BBWAA members for 10 consec- 
utive years are eligible to vote for 
the Hall of Fame. 

Players need 75 percent of 
the vote for election, and Rickey 
Henderson and Jim Rice were 
the only electees this year. Mark 
McGwire, the first test of the ste- 
roids era, received 118 votes (21.9 
percent) this year, down from the 
128 votes he got in each of his first 
two years. 


Around the horn... 


™@ The All-Star Game’s TV rat- 
ings were down slightly from last 
year. Fox said the game earned 
an 8.9 fast national rating and 
15 share. That’s down 4 percent 
from the 9.3/16 for the first nine 
innings of the 15-inning game in 
2008. Ratings were up 3 percent 
for the pregame show, which in- 
cluded President Barack Obama 
throwing out the first pitch. 

MA private group examining 
stadium options for the Tampa 
Bay Rays doesn’t believe reno- 
vating Tropicana Field is a vi- 
able alternative to building a new 
home for the AL champions. The 
group Said it would be too costly 
to transform The Trop into a fa- 
cility with the amenities of newer 
stadiums. 
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Jim PriscHinc/AP 


Manny Ramirez returned to the Dodgers’ lineup when the team was 
on a road trip. Fans in Los Angeles are eager for his return and the 
return of Mannywood, seats in left field near the player’s position. 


Mannywood is back 
as fans, if not team, 
celebrate his return 


By SOLANGE REYNER 
The Associated Press 


LOS ANGELES — Mannywood 
is back. So is its tenant. 

Manny Ramirez returns to 
Dodger Stadium on Thursday to 
play his first game there since 
being suspended, with fans ex- 
pecting to embrace the slugger 
like they would any superstar. 

Just don’t expect the Dodgers 
to throw a party. 

Besides reopening Mannywood 
— a section of seats in left field 
named in honor of the team’s left 
fielder — the team isn’t planning 
anything special for Ramirez, 
who was suspended 50 games for 
violating baseball’s drug policy. 

Ramirez made his return to the 
lineup July 3 in San Diego, and re- 
turns home as the Dodgers open 
a 10-game homestand Thursday 
with a series against the Houston 
Astros. 

“We’re keeping the focus on 
the team of which Manny is an 
integral part,” said Charles Stein- 
berg, the team’s executive vice 
president. 

“We welcome him back with 
open arms, but we aren’t glorify- 
ing his return. The magic of the 
return is the embrace from the 
fans that will see him again.” 

Fans flocked to San Diego to 
watch Ramirez, donning dread- 
lock wigs modeled on his signa- 
ture hair style. And throughout 
his suspension, some in Los 
Angeles still wore Manny’s No. 
99 jersey and T-shirts that read 
“Free Manny.” 

Mike De Land, a graduate stu- 
dent at UCLA, has no problem 
welcoming Ramirez back. 

“T support Manny 100 percent. 
I would buy tickets in Manny- 
wood,” De Land said. 

“In some way, LA sports teams 
have been teams with superstars 
on them and they come with 
drama and that’s just become 
part of the LA sports land. I knew 
he brought some drama with 
him, but he was one of the most 
exciting hitters in the American 
League and that proved to be true 
here. I think it would be fun to sit 
in the Manny section.” 

So what about his suspension? 

“Manny is a human being like 
every other baseball player and 
there’s probably a culture be- 
neath the surface that we don’t 
know about. I guess it didn’t to- 
tally surprise me that he partici- 


pated in something like that, but 
I was by no means ready to drop 
him. I feel like there’s more that 
we don’t know about with other 
players, too, that hasn’t been re- 
ported,” De Land said. 

In nine games since his return, 
Ramirez is batting .379 with 11 
hits and three home runs. The 
Dodgers didn’t flail without their 
12-time All Star, with Juan Pierre 
proving to be a key fill-in during 
Ramirez’ suspension. 

Los Angeles went 29-21 in his 
absence, taking a seven-game 
lead in the NL West ahead of the 
San Francisco Giants. 

“It was very tough having been 
on the sidelines for along time, but 
the guys did a great job, they’re 
professional players, they know 
how to play the game and I think 
everybody expected the team to 
be in first place and that’s where 
we are right now,” Ramirez said. 
“Juan did a great job, he also de- 
served to be an All-Star. He did 
a great job in the time that I was 
gone and I’m just happy he’s on 
my team.” 

Dodgers manager Joe Torre 
was surprised with the first-half 
results. 

“T think record-wise, I’m prob- 
ably surprised we are where we 
are, but when you watch the way 
these guys have played day in and 
day out, at times they look flat 
and then about the sixth inning, 
something happens and they’re 
in there,” Torre said. 

“Teams have come back on us a 
number of times and we respond 
real well to that. Just the person- 
ality of this club has really been a 
positive for us.” 

Steinberg said there were a 
significant number of requests to 
bring Mannywood back. For $99, 
fans get Mannywood T-shirts 
and two tickets to sit in field level 
seats that are located on the fair 
side of the foul pole and closest to 
Ramirez’s playing position. 

“The gists of calls and e-mails 
were certainly supportive of 
reopening it,’ Steinberg said, 
stressing that the team wasn’t 
willing to single out Ramirez in 
the near future besides a Manny 
bobblehead night July 22 that had 
been planned. 

On Thursday, the first 20,000 
fans who walk through the gates 
will get a collection poster of the 
“comeback kids” celebrating the 
team’s nine first-half walkoff 
victories. 
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Albert Pujols 
of the St. Louis 
Cardinals signs 

autographs for 
soldiers from 

Fort Leonard 

Wood, Mo., 
before the 
All-Star Game. 
Approximately 
150 soliders 
from the base, 
including four 

Purple Heart 
veterans in the 

Warrior Transi- 
tion program, 
took part 

in pregame 
ceremonies 
Tuesday. Many 
of the soldiers 
were members 
of the 5th Engi- 
neer Battalion, 
which just 
returned from a 
15-month tour 
of duty in Iraq. 
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from his knees after Jeter’s grounder. 


Upton, normally a right fielder, who took a bit 
of a circuitous route. Bell, the loser, intention- 
ally walked Victor Martinez, and Jones fol- 
lowed with a fly to deep right. 

Maddon credited “these stallions in the 
bullpen” after Papelbon, Joe Nathan and Ri- 
vera finished a five-hitter. 

“T’m used to seeing it. I’ve been seeing it for 
17 years now,” said Derek Jeter, Rivera’s Yan- 
kees teammate. “Nothing he does surprises 
me.” 

Starting with Hanley Ramirez’s groundout 
off starter Roy Halladay that ended the sec- 
ond, AL pitchers retired 18 consecutive bat- 
ters before Adrian Gonzalez’s two-out walk in 
the eighth against Nathan. Orlando Hudson 
singled and, with pinch-hitter Ryan How- 
ard at the plate, stole second before Howard 
struck out on a pitch in the dirt. 

“T got caught off guard,” said Howard, a 
St. Louis native. “He threw me a slider, and I 
couldn’t hold up.” 

Given a 40-second ovation before the game 
by adoring red-clad Cardinals fans in the 





Tom GaANNAM/AP 


The Cleveland Indians’ Victor Martinez tags 
out the Philadelphia Phillies Ryan Howard 
after Howard struck out in the eighth inning 
of the All-Star Game on Tuesday. 


sellout crowd of 46,760, Albert Pujols went 0- 
for-3 in six innings and made an error at first 
base in a two-run first. He also had beautiful 
diving stops on Jeter and Mark Teixeira in 
the fifth, throwing out Ichiro Suzuki at second 


“It’s an unbelievable experience. It’s going 
to be hard to have that experience again,” Pu- 
jols said. 

The AL scored twice in the first against 
Tim Lincecum after Pujols allowed Teixeira’s 
one-out bouncer with two on to get away. Jeter 
came around from second on the error, and 
Josh Hamilton hit a two-out RBI grounder. 

“To be honest with you, I was feeling a lot of 
nerves out there,” Lincecum said. 

The NL went ahead 3-2 in the second against 
Halladay. The Cardinals’ Yadier Molina had a 
two-out RBI single, another run scored when 
Hamilton’s throw from center field to third 
bounced off the sliding Shane Victorino for an 
error, and Home Run Derby winner Prince 
Fielder lined an opposite-field double down 
the left-field line. 

Joe Mauer tied it in the fifth with a two-out 
RBI double off Chad Billingsley. 

“T think it’s just the guys that put on the uni- 
form — they want to win,” Mauer said. “They 
don’t give up. We always know we have a good 
chance of winning.” 


MVP: Crawtord first Ray to claim All-Star honor 


MVP, FROM BACK PAGE 


“It feels great. They totally got 
me off guard today. I didn’t think 
I was going to win it,’ Crawford 
said. “I’m just so happy, I don’t re- 
ally know what to say. I just hope 
I can come back many times and 
try to win it again.” 

Crawford also became the first 
position player to win the MVP 
honor at the All-Star Game with- 
out scoring a run or driving one 
in. 

Instead, he took a run away. 

“Defense wins championships 
and tonight we proved that de- 
fense wins All-Star Games as 
well,” said Boston reliever Jona- 
than Papelbon, who threw the 
pitch to Hawpe and wound up 
with the victory. “Obviously, it 


was a game-changing play. He 
won MVP because of that play 
and deservedly so.” 

Making his third All-Star ap- 
pearance, Crawford was elected 
by players as a reserve. He came 
off the bench as a pinch hitter in 
the fifth and singled his first time 
up before finishing 1-for-3. 

Crawford is one of the best de- 
fensive outfielders in baseball, 
but he’s never won a Gold Glove. 

This could be the catch that 
clinches one. 

“He hit it pretty good off the 
bat and I didn’t think it was going 
to carry that far,” Crawford said. 
“T don’t think I’ve ever robbed a 
home run before, so I picked a 
good time to do it tonight.” 

Crawford, 27, is best known for 
his dazzling speed — he leads 


the majors with 44 stolen bases. 
But he’s developed into a fine all- 
around player, batting .309 with 
eight homers, 39 RBIs and 58 
runs for the defending AL cham- 
pions this season. 

Drafted by Tampa Bay in 1999, 
Crawford is the longest-tenured 
player in club history. So he en- 
dured one dreadful season after 
another until the Rays’ remark- 
able turnaround last year. 

The team has a $10 million op- 
tion on his contract next season 
with a $1.25 million buyout. 

“T’ve been talking to everybody 
all year about this. Carl, he has 
become a better baseball player 
since I first met him in 2006,” 
said AL manager Joe Maddon of 
the Rays. 

“He’s a better defender, a bet- 


ter thrower, a better base-runner, 
a better base stealer, and it’s all 
because of his work.” 

Asked if the key grab Tuesday 
night was his best, Crawford was 
quick to respond. 

“It’s got to be the top play,” he 
said. 

“TI was over the wall. It would 
have been a home run.” 

Waiting near the mound to re- 
ceive his award, Crawford got 
hugs from several Tampa Bay 
teammates, including first base- 
man Carlos Pena. 

Even his own manager was 
impressed. 

“T’ve never seen him do that. 
The way he got to the position on 
the ball was great,” Maddon said. 
“And the catch, obviously, was 
fantastic.” 
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Obama 
goes low 
to Pujols 


By BEN WALKER 
The Associated Press 


ST. LOUIS — President Barack 
Obama was true to his word: He 
didn’t bounce the ceremonial 
first pitch at the All-Star Game 
on Tuesday. 

But it barely reached the plate. 

St. Louis Cardinals star Albert 
Pujols helped the president, mov- 
ing up on the plate and reaching 
out to scoop the toss. 

Obama was determined his 
pitch would reach the plate on the 
fly. 

“Here they at least had me 
down in the batting cage prac- 
ticing with Pujols,’ Obama said, 
referring to his first ceremonial 
pitch during the 2005 American 
League Championship Series. 

Wearing a Chicago White Sox 
jacket, jeans and sneakers, and 
cheered by the sellout crowd at 
Busch Stadium, Obama walked 
out of the National League’s dug- 
out on the first-base side, shook 
hands with Cardinals Hall of 
Famer Stan Musial and trotted to 
the mound. 

On the rubber, 60 feet, 6 inches 
from home plate, Obama wound 
up and bit his lip as he let go. The 
left-hander grimaced slightly, 
and gave a fist pump when Pujols 
— a first baseman — made the 
neat grab. 

Obama became the latest Chi- 
cago basketball player to try his 
hand at baseball. Like Michael 
Jordan, the president looked 
more natural in his other job. 

“T scooted up a little bit, but I 
think I was going to catch it in the 
air the whole way,” Pujols said. “I 
was more nervous not to drop the 
ball, believe me. I wasn’t worried 
about him bouncing the ball.” 

White Sox pitcher Mark Bueh- 
rle said he didn’t believe it when 
Obama said he would wear a 
White Sox jacket to the mound. 

“I looked up and I was like, 
‘Holy Cow, he’s actually doing it.’ 
Everybody around me was giv- 
ing me a hard time saying, ‘What 
the heck, he’s wearing White Sox 
stuff’ That’s how we roll in Chi- 
cago, we got the president behind 
us,” Buehrle said. 
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President Barack Obama winds 
up to throw the ceremonial first 
pitch during the All-Star Game 
in St. Louis on Tuesday. 
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At ‘tremendous’ Turnberry, 
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American history 


JEFF RoBERSON/AP 


Curtis Granderson, right, of the Detroit Tigers is congratulated by teammate Edwin Jackson after the American League defeated the National 
League 4-3 in the All-Star Game in St. Louis on Tuesday. The AL is 12-0-1 since its last setback in the 1996 Midsummer Classic. 


AL extends All-Star Game unbeaten streak to record 13 


By RonALpD BLUM 
The Associated Press 


ST. LOUIS — Even President Barack 
Obama wonders: Why hasn’t the National 
League won the All-Star Game since he first 
ran for public office? 

“Three, four years, you can Say it’s just hap- 
penstance,” he said. “But it starts to get to be 
a trend when you're starting to go on 12 years. 
What’s going on?” 

World Series champions change. Stadiums 
change. Stars of the game change. Baseball’s 
All-Star Game winner is always the same. 

Carl Crawford pulled back a home run with 
a leaping grab an inning before Curtis Grand- 
erson tripled and scored the tiebreaking run 
in the eighth inning. That boosted the Ameri- 
can League to a 4-3 victory Tuesday night at 
Busch Stadium, its seventh successive victory 
since the All-Star Game has been used to de- 
termine home-field advantage for the World 
Series. 


“We came here on a mission and the mis- 
sion was accomplished,” said Mariano Ri- 
vera, who pitched a 1-2-3 ninth for his record 
fourth All-Star save, breaking a tie with Den- 
nis Eckersley. 

Baseball’s home-field advantage innovation 
began after 2002’s infamous 7-7, 11-inning tie 
at Milwaukee. The AL is 12-0-1 since its 1996 
defeat in Philadelphia — the longest unbeaten 
streak in All-Star history. 

“Tt is so important to get home-field advan- 
tage in the World Series,” said Tampa Bay’s 
Joe Maddon, the AL manager. “So there was a 
lot on the line there today.” 

Not even Obama’s ceremonial first pitch 
helped the NL, which had been 4-0 when sit- 
ting presidents threw out the first offering. It 
scored all its runs in the second for a 3-2 lead, 
but 22 of its last 24 batters made outs. 

Despite starting the World Series on the 
road last year, Philadelphia beat the Rays in 
five games for the NL’s third title in six sea- 
sons. The Phillies’ Jayson Werth, who ran 


down Justin Morneau’s drive to deep left-cen- 
ter off Francisco Rodriguez to end the ninth, 
took solace from that. 

“Hopefully, we’ll get a chance to overcome 
that obstacle again this year,” he said. 

Crawford entered with a pinch single in the 
fifth and jumped at the 8-foot left-field wall to 
snare Brad Hawpe’s leadoff drive in the sev- 
enth off winner Jonathan Papelbon. The blast 
would have put the NL ahead 4-3. 

Somehow, the NL always finds ways to 
lose. 

“T still don’t think there’s a good answer for 
it,’ Hawpe said. 

Crawford became the first non-pitcher to 
win the MVP with no RBIs and no runs. 

“It’s definitely probably my best catch,” he 
said. “I didn’t think it was going to carry that 
far.” 

Granderson’s one-out triple in the eighth 
against Heath Bell landed off the bottom of 
the left-field wall. The drive went over Justin 
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Tampa Bay’s Carl Crawford takes 
a homer away from Brad Hawpe 
of Colorado during the seventh 
inning of the All-Star Game on 
Tuesday night. The catch earned 
Crawford the MVP award. 


D earries 


Crawtord 
to MVP 


By MIKE FITZPATRICK 
The Associated Press 


ST. LOUIS — Carl Crawford 
helped carry Tampa Bay from 
the American League basement 
to an improbable pennant. 

It’s only fitting that he became 
the first All-Star MVP in fran- 
chise history. 

Crawford made a sensational 
catch at a crucial time Tuesday 
night, robbing Brad Hawpe of a 
go-ahead homer in the seventh 
inning of the American League’s 
4-3 victory over the NL at Busch 
Stadium. 

“The ball was so high in the air, 
it gave me time to get back to the 
wall,” Crawford said. “That’s part 
of my game, playing defense. You 
can bring that to the field every 
day.” 

His leap over the 8-foot fence 
in left field earned Crawford an 
MVP award that’s named for Ted 
Williams. 


SEE MVP ON PAGE 31 
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